Now, that last unswer might sur-
prise you. But the truth is, water isn't

By DENNIS DARROW
e Puehlo Chieftain

olorado Springs spins 4
water fury tale on its Web
sie.
Puebio staffs a free-
water booth at the Colo
racko State Fur
The state publishes every Kind of
witer brochure and book imaginable,
from  children’s coloring books 10
glossy magazines that look like the
Sports Hlustrated of the industry
In short, everyone wants everyone
else to understand Colorado water
an industry so crowded by regulation
and jargon that no one can seem to
agree on the basics
Yet, it isn't that hard
Try your luck on this quiz:
L. Colorado’s water comes from:
a) Koin and snow
h) Rain dances.
¢) Reindeer
L. Waler rights signifv:
) Prionty use.
by A call for
lraimning,
¢) The opposite of water wrongs,
3. By far the biggest water users
are:
i i AMS
by Cities
€) Cur washes
Now for a bonus (uesiron
4.Water isn’t in short supply:
al True
b) False.

waler sensiuvity

If you answered a) to all of the

guestions give yoursell an A

in short supply.

Not in Colorado.

Not in the United States

Nationwide, overall water use con-
tinues to decling, now down 10 percent
from when the
trend was first
spotted in
1980, accord-
ing 1o the U.S.
Geological
Survey, the
federal agency
that tracks
waler usage

C1Ligse
thirst for more
wider has been more than offset by
reduced water use on farms, where
improved imigation techniques are in
place, the agency reponts,

Among states, Colomdo rmanks
fourth in the nation in water use
behind California, Texas and Idaho if
thermoelectric  flows are  exempted,
according to the US. Geological
Survey.

Colorado ranks high due to farm
irigation. Upward of 90 percent of the
water used by Colorado goes for farm
imgation, the actual amount second
only to California and [daho

Only about 5 percent of Colorado's
water goes lor residential use,

In the Arkansas River basin portion
of the state, roughly 85 percent goes
for farm irrigation while 7.5 percent
goes for municipal supply, according
to 1998 estimntes by the state Division
of Water Resources
With municipal water in gener-
al, about 80 percent eventually
retuns into the niver system
for reuse. (The Fountain

Creek carries treated SEW-
age water from Colorado
Springs, as an eximple, )
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toward the Pacific Ocean and | 3 mil-
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the state Division of Water R~0lrves
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Total outflows: 10.4

million acre feet

5) The city of Poeblo’s water is
stored at Lake Pueblo:

u) True

b) False.

The answer: False

Lake Pucbhlo was buill wo help
Southern Colorado farmers and L‘I!i_L‘:-‘.
with their storige needs bul thus far
the city of Pueblo has not needed 1o
use any of the reservoir storage for
day-to-day operations, ;

The city draws its water directly
from the Arkansas River, not the res-
ervoir. As for water supply, the ciry
controly enotizh witler 1o serve i eity
three times s curment size. -

To meet 8 unlity-customer’'s
water Storge needs, Pueblo maintains
sepanie storage space at Clear Creek,
Turquoise, Twin Lakes and Ivanhoe
FESErviours.,

The city also recently purchased
more mountain land for a possible
new reservoirr. Meanwhile, just 1o be
safe, the city has put in a bid for adds-
bonal storage at an expandgd Lake
""U'L"hfn

_ -

1. Colorado
2. Yampa

3. San Juan

4. Animas-Florida
3. White

6. Dolores

7. South Platte
8. Rio Grande
8. North Piatia
10. Los Pinos
11, Arkansas

Souron Colomuo Devision of |

TRANSMOUNTA

Wetlern vage

A Imn:muunlnin waler divers
waler frgm slreams and rivers
of the Continental Divide and
Divide yig lunnels or ditches 1
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Total outflows: 10.4 streamllow at border
i million acre feet 1. Colorado 4.5 milllon acre leel
2. Yampa 1.2 million acre feal
g . ol o 1 3. San Juan 763,700 acre feei
a 3) The city of Pueblo’s water is 4. Animas-Florida 712600 acre leel
" stored at Lake Pueblo: 5. White 595,100 acra fael
) True 6. Dolores 568.100 acre feal
5 I False 7. South Plaite 387,100 acra {aal
pe .1] W - Talse B. Rio Grande 325,000 acre leal
The un-.‘m_r il = o e 9. North Platte 313,600 acre leel
or JRESSPUaiO. WS (DUUR 1o, IEP 10. Los Pinas 175,700 acro feel
s Southern Colorido furmers and cibies 11. Arkansas 142 200 acro fesl
e with their storage needs but thus far Sowren: Colorado Division of Water Flosources
+ the city of Pueblo has not needed to
yee any Of the reservoir storage 10¢
ut duy-to-day operanons.

The oty dmws its walcr directly
sd  from the Arkansas River, not the res-
v ervoir. As for water supply, the city
i cnmmll.. enough water o serve cily
br three times its current Siee \
To meet its wility-customers
s witer storage needs, Pueblo IIlLulLITJIl'I.‘-
s separite storage space at Clear Creek,

T8 Turquoise, Twin Lakes and Ivanhoe
Ve reservinTs
n, [he city also recently purchased
more mountain land for a possible A transmountain water diversion involves collecti
81 new reservoir. Meanwhile. just to be ;“u:; from streams and rivers on the Western Slope
saf, the city has put in a bad for oddi- Divi de'ili:m:lnﬂnlnl Divide and muvlngnlt acroas tho
“ed  fional -h-,.mfg-: at an expanded Luke o lunnels or ditches 1o the Eastern Siopoe.
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Citjes.

Car washes,

W for  bonus question:
Ler isn’t in short supply:

you answered ) 1o all of the
1ons give yourself an A,

imgation, th
only 1o Calj .f e m:nnum gD
6 fomia and Idaho.
Wll.le:ll? about § percent of Colorado's
£0es for residential use.
In the Arkansas Rjver hasin portion
of lhle state, roughly 85 percent £oes
For farm irmigation ‘while 7.5 percent
goes for municipal supply, according
10 1998 estimates by the state Division
of Water Resources |
With municipal water in gener-
al, about 80 percent eventually
rewms into the nver system
for rewse. (The Fountain
Creek carries treated sew-
age witer from Colomado
Springs, as an example.)
Farms retum about 40
percent - of the imganon
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Farmers, even though downStregm
of the cities, own My OF the Siagt
top water nghts and can hold onig
them or sell them 10 the fighes
bidder.

Ciues also own many of fe lop
rights but most remain on the prowl 1
upgrade their holdings, eitherito gret
gccess [0 more witer closeriio the
mountams or as a  further| hedge
against long-term growth

As reflectad in the annual water
report the aty ol Colorado ;r'-zr.g-.
sends to its citizens, cities ¢ the
idea of petting their water Brught
from the mountion '

“Our cuslomers receive wWher al
their tap which has not beefprevi.
ously treated, consumed or fyeled
coothus being first in waler's urncs
to the oceans,” the Sty boists

Cities also constantly” hdyt fo
upsircam stormge sies

For instance, Colorado §rings
wants Lake Pueblo o exp®!, s
eflorts 1o build o reservom neas? ueni
Vista having stalled. A less ulchive
option is expanding a dowgrcan
reservolr
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Bigest rivers flawing out of Calomade:

River

: Average annual
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5) The ity 769700 wro ot
““M“l:hur Pueblo's wuler |s & Anmas-Fiorida 712 800 ::::::
1 Pueblo: 5. White 589, 100 acrw \paf
1) Trye 6. Dolores 588,100 acre foat
b) False 7. South Plasta 37 100 scre Ipgd
The answer: False S’ ; ﬁ:—% E’:ﬁ“ gﬁm ScIi ot
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o -E:!npl.lthto was buik 10 help 10. Los Pinos ?Tﬁ%ﬁ::
L Colorado farmers and cities 11. Arkansas 142,200 acre fee!

With their storage needs but thus far
the city of Paeblo has not needed 10
use any of the reservoir storage for
day-to-day operations

The Cily draws Qs waler directly
from the Arkansas River, not the res-
ervair. As' o wamer. supply, the iy
contro enough waler to serve 4 city
{hres tinies 116 corment sire,

To meet s unlity-customer's
water storige needs, Poeblo maintoins
separpte storage space at Clear Creek.
l'urguaise, Twin Lakes and Ivanhoe
MEsCTYOITS,

Ihe city also recently purchased
more mountain land for o pnull:-{-.:
new reservorr, Meanwhile, just o be
safe, fhe city has put ina bid for addi-
tional storuge o an E3|1-'l.'5f§l-.‘ll Lake

Puchk,

Foume Cuorands Divieon of Waker Besouss

TRANSMOUNTAIN DIVERSION

A transmountaln waler diversion involves collecling
waler from streams and rivers on the Western Slope

ol the Continental Divide and moving Il acreas the
Divide via tunneis or ditches 1o the Enstern Slope,



