
_tate's water: 
B) IH.:"\'\ IS 0 \RRO\\ 

I Ill' I' too /!lro ( hll•(rt .. ot 

olurdd• • 'ipr1ng' <pin' u 
\\ol!Cr fa., w.Jc Oil Its \\ cb 
\llC 

Pueblo ,t,tff, 11 free 
'' Jter hoolh at the C•>lo

~·do St.ttc F.m. 
Tile M.tte pubh~he' c1ery k.md o 

wmcr brochure .mu hOl'l.. imal!tnuhlc 
fr•u11 duldn:n\ cnlonng ht;,k, tn 
.;h ~ maga~utc' th.u look. like the 
Sr [_~ Jllu It ucd ol the inuu,~·-

lr shurt. c\'Cr.unc wanb c\CI'\1111' 
cl~e to undcrst.uid Colomdo water -
a" mdu~ll) "' cruwueu by l'l:gul;~tn\0 
anu J..lfJ!• •n that no one can \c-ern to 
agr~-c un the h.t'IC'. 

Yet, llt,n'tthat h:anl. 
I rv )Our lud. ontht\ quu· 

I. ( 'oloracln'' 11utcr ~OIIle!l [I'(Jm: 
J l R.u n II oil \110\\ 

h R.JII ti.Ul<.C\ 

• IO:cill' .:cr. 
2. \\ a lcr ri~hb "<iJ!Ilif~: 

1 i'nonl\' U'l 

hi A c~1\l fnr water -cn\111\lly 
tro~min~ 

l: I n oC O(lJ'<NIC ol \~atcr \\'fllllg\, 

3. H) tar the ltiggC~>t \\liter U\Cl'1o 

·•J I .Inti\ 
hl Cttie'. 
c 1 C.tr \l':t,hc, 
'0\" f1 ol OO'Ill\ IJ\Ie\111 •n 

~.\\ ulcr [,n't in ~horl suppl): 
1 lnoc 

b) 1-al'e 
If you illl\1\~n:J al tu .til ul the 

que''""" jliVC yuu.-...:11 an A 

:"'ow, lh.tl l:t\1 .tn'" cr mt!!hl ,ur. 
pri'e you. Hut the truth ''· 11ater l'ill't 
m 'h' •n ~11pply 

Not tn Cnl11nttl•' 
Nt•tm the Umt•·" li ,, '· 
N.tiJOO\Id~, 1 r II ttcr u'e COli· ~·or11e' from r.tin 

hrhrl> popul:lled 
sm.rll pomon '' dt 
fnont Runge u'c 

tmue' to dcdtnc, no11 do.mn 10 prn:cnt 
fn•m when the 
ll'l:nd wa .. lir.t 
~poned m 
191i0. acconl 
ing to the L . S 
Gcnlol!tc.d 
Sun-o:y. ' tin: 
lclcml ngcncy 
tlmt tracb 
\\o .JICf U\Jg<! 

CttiC\ 0 

tlnl'\t for mt>rc 
water ha_., been mol'l: lhJil off)et bj 
n.'duccd water u'c on l:tnn~. 11 hcl'l: 
impro\'cd trrit'.ttion tcchmque' al'l: tn 

place. the J)'t.:ncy I'I:JY'n '· 
Among <late~. Cnlomdo ranb 

lounh in the nauon m "atcr U>C 

bclnnd CahfomiJ, f e\a and Idaho 1t 
thcnnodcctri~.· llm•·, .1rc t:\cmptcd, 
.. .:co dtn~ to the ll S G<~tlogk.tl 
Sur~ c). 

Color.tdt1 r.mk' htgh due to tnnn 
irrigation lfP'' artlnf 90 lli!I\Cnl of the 
water used bv Color.Wo ~o.:' for farm 
•rrig .. uon. th~ .u.;tual :~oiioom "'''''td 
only to Califunua a11<lldaho, 

Onl) about 5 perc~.·nt of Cotor~tln', 
\hitcr go.;, tm n:--tdcntial u-..:. 

In the Ark:m.._ ... , Rhcr 1\l,in poruor1 
o the Mate. mughl) !\~ percent goe' 
lor fann irrit•attnn wlulc 7 5 percent 
goes for munocipal suppl} "'cordinp 
to 1998 C\l lllllllC\ by tho: 'late Divi,inn 
of Water RL"sourcc' 

With munJCoJt:ll \lat~.·r in gene• 
nl, a bum MO p•:n:cnl C\ cnt~all) 

rctun,, 111111 tltc n1cr '''tern 
for reu...:, tThc Fountain 
Cn!cl c-trric' treated '<.'\\'· 
as" \\ IICr from Coi<T.Itlo 

Spnnr'. "' ..1n C\nrnple.) 
f'.tno" rctwn ahout .HJ 

f'Cit:<"lll o t lh<' lll1y,IIIJOil 
\\ •lfL'' lhl"\ U\C 

.\lc,m\\ lui~. ., 
•mall <l<:c.rn ot 

\\,\lcr c~, 
IUC.tily llnii.,,"l( 
h) <'olorJllo 
Inc w.u..,; 

In ;t il. an l''t 
fc,•t of water 
1owanl the l 'oll.'tli~ 
lmn llow, tnwrnd 
tlot' ~l.liC Divt,IOil 

~·" 
·\fo,t ofth~ 

for uo;c 10 Cnhfom 
\' I or '':Her 

Ar~.tn'·" Rtwr ..:• 
.tlli>Ut 2.J,OCXJ acre 
w;l!cr Colorado 
SO.Cl!Kl .x:re IL'CI 
lion acre h:et. 

\n c'timated 
"'" ·' "Iller ct•mL" 

Sin!" 
l'he f.um, on tl 

1\'alcr due tn hmit.,J 
I 'he \\,Her rn,no·e•n" 

1 ado 'tern l.~rgcl y 1 
deliver.• 

l·unitcr... even tll• 
of rhc ~·u 1..,,, O\\ 11 
lop l<>atcr nght' 
lh.:nt nr ,ell them 
htdtln 

Cl!il.', al,n own 
o!ght\ l>ur m:,,, n~"""'"' 
uprradc: thcrr ll<lldo 
.JCCc:-., to murc 
muunt,url\ or a" 
n~u"'' lnng-tc:nn 

''' n.:ttc~·too rc I •n JlOII I IC Cll' of 
St•nds I . 0 

''' cittz.,. •c.Jc:r ,,r .... "'· r, 
1 

gctung lhcor 
m.~ll te IIIOUIII<lon. 

Our CU\Inntcrs 
!herr tu,, llhrdr ha., 
" 

1 1" ll'l:; ll'll, l'f,•nsoro mJ 

I l
thu, hetng tir-1 in 

ll, ~,,, .. , 
.. ' n,. I I<' C!l) 

( Ill-., llho1 C(IJI<I 

up:!\Jh: .. ull \lor-.l~t! ''h:' 
I,... rn•wnc 

"'...,_ '-=• 
wlih 1.-~kc: Puchlo 

~~lun, '" buokt ol n:scn·d 
lil.l Ita, in • M.Jiku \ 

OJllmn '·' c 'I" nd•n.s ,, 
~\('I \'Uir, 

\nd l hl\ •~ \\hl'n" \\ <I 
\:11 1 1lu_~ , ;•c 

\\'ruu "' In tnr 



• :lr• ~ . s 1ppery su 
Total leaving ""' 
toward PaeiUc JCI'an: 
9.1 million acrtltet 

C• me~ fwm nun ~ld ~00\\ n the 
lightly ropul~l d \\ e't Slop:; On!) il 

~mall ron•on 1s d 1ened tn rtr • M fur 
Front Range ll"<: 

In <Jil, an ~umatcd 9 nul. n .Juc 
feet of v..ller fkm lrom 011orndo 
1011.11d the Po~ufi~ <ll."'taJI undl ~nul 
hon flm1' tm1 .rrd UIC t\l l;mu, Occ~n. 
the ~late DoiNon (oj \\'utrr Rf: I'CC\ 

~~~-

~hl\t nf U1t: We,, Slnpt 11~ ~'"'' 
for u-.c m Califlllllllo 

•\1 for wa~cr thOJt llcoll'' tntll tlw 
·\rlo..m'a.' Rrvcr lomduf. Pudlo II'><:' 

o~botrt :!•i,OlKI.ICn: lc~t a )'.:'<If If ln:;rtccl 
w:olo:r. C'ull'r.ldn 'lpnng' tl\l~ .rhnrn 
KO,OOO atn: fccr ;urd l.ums II'(~ mil 
Iron acre Icc! 

An e'll01.illt\l I ~ ~rccnr vi the 
b;r,m ' water (Oflre' from the Wc,tt•m 
Slo~ 

TI1c f:ll'lll, on the pluin, n:tt! till.' 
''mer duo.! to limned r.Jrnlall. 

The water wncomh fa('C(f bt Coin· 
ro~o.Jn 'tern lorf!:el~ fmrrr O\\ ncn,up and 
dehi'CI'\, 

f~ncf', CI'Cn thou~h d011 11\llo.''llll 
Ol th • WI ' ' 

"" "' """ uran) ul Inc 111atc ' 
:;; \\ala- ng~ llnd UJn hold t•mu 
h'cdd•m or ...:IJ rhcm 10 the Lrglre'1 

I LT. 

Cihc\ • 1, 0 0 "' "ll •n.anv ol drc lnp 
nght' but rll<>-t rcm;un on' the Jl(llll I to 
upgr.Jde rlo:u holding~ crthtr In ··~1 
\11."'\:l~\ I , ... ' c-" 0 n.ofe Water do,cr tu the nroum:un, 01 

il.' a lunhc:r h~Jgc .rg:un.,tlnng-lcnn "HlWth 
A' reOcct - • • 

• '" 111 the anuuJI llillt~ 
~::;n tllc Cll}' of Cnlor.rdu Sj •n~ 
I·'. ' 'r" 11

' crtucn, cure' hl\e the uc.t 11 ""llr h 
lm ~- ng I o.:rr WUIL'' -lr.ll~hl 

.rn !he rnnun•;rin. 
lhe' Our Clllturnc" rc,·cil..: ""~' lll 11 

lap 11 hrch h:" nnl be~ n Prnj nu,l,· lr~·u,' Jli<. 
~ I l'u. lllll'UIIk"c.J l ~ IP. .Yl'h.~ 

• • lhu, hern~ fiN in " u..:r'' j!urrtc\' 
to ~c I \.c-. rJ• .. I he cil,. hth· ,f, . 

111
""' """ L~~<"i mllv Jllfll lnr "P"- - . 

f~1 
'
1· r~!t 'i1L' 

1,'3lt;li 11 'Wile<, Cnl1o de> ~nnj;\ 
en 

1 
Lli.c Pth:hl,, tu -'1"_,. · 111 

\' on~ to hruL.I a n:_,,·r.vrr Ill"" 13 ~n., 
"-'.t h.:l''"l: M~lled A """' ,tril'''h•c 

Op!rnr. " C\f>.:u•l '1: II ,,,,..rr•~m 
n!scn urr 

AO<I lhl\ "\\hen- ll.alcT ,IJJ1' h o tl'l 
l.nnfu\ r g._ 

\\am h) rr) C•1r un a .. f "-'"eJ 
,'1~· 

White 

Little 
Snake 

No. Platte 

Elk 

Laramie 

Cacho 

St. Vrain 

I 

Piceance 
""btue 

Boulder 

Colon~ do 

£agle 

~oaring 
Forte 

No Fork 

Gunnison 

Tomlchl 

Boar 

No. Fork 

San 
Miguel Uncomp:.hgre 

Grape 

Plodra 
McEimo I 

• 
Mnnc:o~ 

' South 
Fork 

Rio 
- - Grande 

La Plat.~ A · I Navajo nrma;, 
& Florida San Juan Conejo:o 

los 
Prnos Biggest rivers 

Total oulflows: 10.4 
million acre foat 

51 TIIC cil,l ur J'ucbln'\ 1\.Jicr is 
1 ((rrcd nl ! Jkc Puchlu: 

a 1 True 
hiJilhC 
·nrc """'o.:r F.ri\C 
L.rk~ Pueblo WI!> burh to help 

s .. ulh<'OI CuklrdUll f.tnl~l"o .lJltl C<lic~ 
wrlh tlwrr \l<lf'iljl~ nc,•,.h bul lhu< far 
lliC ,-ill ,,f Puchlo h;" 1101 nccdro Ill 
ll'• un} .. r the n:-.:1'\ 01r qornro,; for 
cl.ll · ••~d.a) opcmnon,. . 

'lire c 1 tv """'' II' 11 illl'T drrCt'll)• 
from the \ri..UL'·" Rl\cr. nul the r~' 
l'r\Pif \, ft« 1\'IIICf :illjlply, till' Cll) 
'~mrroh ~..·nnu!!h ,,.~lh"r lo '~..:1"\c: a ~rty 
thn·~· tnn~..·, II\' ,1ncn: ~11c. . 

rc1 mn~t Jh uul•ty-c.:u,lnm\.•r' 
\\;.h.- , 11 r-•b-c llt..'\.:'d\. Jlul'"bln rn:ur.ILIH

1
1' 

'-4..-'f\ll.,uc \hlr.Jgc .. p.h.:<" .II C'Jc:-.u L•cc~: 
, •nl""' .,. T•11n I~•~'" .urc.l han hoc 

n ~l: 'y( ~~ 

n Lll) .oho 1~(('011\ pun:t·~"'d 
mnn:- nl•'ltml:un l;t:HJ lor .. a f1t''''b-k 
Ill"\\ n."'\C'f\llt "k...anv.htlc .. JU\l :u be 
!ko(e, rhc c II) h." pur m .o bJd fur :•Jd,
rro" I >lnragc II "" < \Jl'Hidctl w~ 
I 'ucblo 

River 

I. Colorodo 
2. Yampa 
3 SanJuan 
4. Anrmas-Flond.:J 
5. Whllt 
6. DoiOtes 
7 South P!alle 
8 R•oGrande 
9 Nonh Plano 
10. los Prnos 
11 Ar~an-.as 

s....... c. <'ldo ~ ot 

A tranemounloln wlllor dive"' 
wator rrom at,.ama nnd r•v~r• 
ol the Conhnenlal Olvlact and ' 
Oivrd., vl.!t lunnels or dltcttea 1< 



I 

l 

Yampa 

Wllltc 

Little 
Snake 

I 
Ptceencc 

ColOrado 

No. Pl atte 

Elk 

Bl~~e 

E.."9le 

Roaring 
Fork 

No Fork 

Gunnison 

Slltl 
Mlguol 

Tomich! 

Uncompnhgro 

Lllramlo 

Total leaving east 
toward AUantic Ocean: 
1.3 million ac111 feot 

Cache La Poudre 
/ 

St. Vrn•n 
Soutll Platte 

Boulder 

Bear 

No. Fork 

Arkansas 
Grnpo 

Huerfono 

Rio Aplshapa 

North Fork 
Republican 

South Fork 
Republican 

Piadrll --- Grondo 
McEIItlo I South 

Fork 

Mancos Purgatone 

Ln Plata A I 1 n mas 
Navajo , 

& Florida I Son Juan 
Los 
Pi nos 

Toto I outflows: 10.4 
million aero teet 

Co~~i~jOS 

Biggest rivers nowing oUl of COlorado: 
River 

1. Colorado 
2. Ynmpa 
3. San Juan 
4. Antmas-Fiorid.1 
5 . Wnt:a 
6 Ooloros 
7 South Plane 
8 Rio Grande 
9. North Pinna 
I 0. los Ponos 
11 Arkanso,, 

.. 

Average annual 
streamflow at border 
4 5 m•"., acrt te•·t 
1.6 mod,'ln 1cre le€ • 
769.700 ncr a teet 
7 t2.600 acre leel 
595, 100 acre teet 
568.100 <~ere teet 
387.100 litre teet 
325,000 ucro teet 
313,600 acre feel 
175.700 ac:ro loa I 
142,200 aero feel 

TRANSMOUNT AlN DWfftSlON ·-

A transmountatn water diversion Involves collecting 
Wllter lrom streams ond nvors on lho Western Slope 
or the Conlfnenlal Otvldo nnd moving It across tho 
Divide via IUnnels or ditches lo the En stern Slopo 



U,'\ 

( • ' '" \\ ,l ... ltc~. 
Ill hll ,1 h<>nll\ ljUt:\IHHI 

cr i'n ' l in ' hnrt \IIJlpl): 
Tru. 
r ul '>C 

IO:I 11S\\t:red UJ In .dl of the 
gi\C 'ilUNlt .I[J A 

(" "ll1r,ldo gnc, for fmn 
•mgutuon tl1.; 1 1 1 · 

I ' , _ '\: U I ·lnliii iiJl 't:l"OIIJ 
011 

) "' C'o~hll1ml.1 anJ ld.;bo 
Only ,;hnut .'i 1"-'I"Cl'lll nl Cnlnra<k · 

wat••t ~·x·, fnr rc"dcm I. II u'c l ' 
In th~ AI> .. Hha.' Rlwr ha,in ponlon 

of lhc ,l,lfl\ n:.ughl) S5 ~n:..,111 ~oc, 
lor t.;rm lm&-111<•11 1\h·lc 7.~ n.·r-:c l 
•·nc~ f · ..- " 11 
c •:1 111Un1Cip.:IJ \IIppi), a.c'CIIf\ltn~ 
Ill JQ<J\ 1.'\llln.>IC\ b) lh<' 'tate Di1·i\loTt 
of\\ ut,·r Rc"'lll'l'C~ 

\\'1th mumdpal "'dtcr in gcncr
.11. about sn J>c:l'l'Cnt c1cnlualh 

l'l'lurn, into the riHT ,,,tern 
lnr rcu'c (The FOOnt.ain 
Crc..-1.; carrie, lrcalc'd <el\ • 
ugc "•Her from Colorado 
Spnng~. a.' an cumpk.} 

I ;urn, rctum ubout 40 
JX'ftenl nf the im:;;auon 

''.Her !he) u,c 
\ lc.lnwlulc. u 
'mall l>.:ran of 

v. o~lcr 1:!,,._, 
t11I.,Jiv un~...:d 
by • ColormJo. 
The water 

dch,~n 
Fumwr,, C\'Cll thu ll'h d<ll\ ll'>lrc. 11 ~ 

of the ~'!t~•. ov. 1 IIIli ny 111 llic •U•Ic' 1 
top wutcr nghl\ ami en l ~1kl ontn 
lhem or ,dJ lhem In II-.: hichc'SI 
b11kkr. • 

C'llh!\ ,,J\n O\Hl m.lll) of ~c l,op 
righl' bui ffi£1\l r~fll,un 1111 th•· Pill\ I to 
uptradc 1h~1r holding\, ~1ther 1•1 get 
ac•·e-., tn more \\.Ucr cln;cr hi lhe 
mountam.s or .l' :1 lunhcr hC\Jge 
ag;.uN lon£-tCml !_:fl)\\th. 

-'' relk<:l•'\1 m lh~ .mnuJ{ 11'3lcr 
report the ell) ol C<>lor.lJo j'llng~ 
~.:nds 10 "' coti1~n~. C'lllC.\ c the 
idea ,,f g•~lmg th~n w.11~r r.ughl 
from the rnount<un 

"Our cuslomc~ nxc11 c • cr dl 
their lilp \\ hiL'h ha\ 1:01 b<'i'l p!C\'1 
Ollll\ U'Gllc-d., llllt<um~d or h:ll'\J 

ihu' o:n•l' fiN in \\ai<T ~ ~mcy 
to I he occ:u \, ' I he C:JI' boo'l' 

C'IIJeo. aho con,lunll.) h 1 lor 
upqn:.un ~lorage "lc,, 

Fe 10\IJ.IIll!, ColoraJC> "~' 
\\ant- l.o•kc l'uchln 10 c\p. . 11' 

l!fllXI\ Ill l>mhJ i1 fC\Cf>'lHf IIC UL'Oii 

Visw h;11in~ 'tailed .\ lc" ill ICLII c 
option 1\ C\p.ulLiing ,1 JDI• n:.un 
u!\Cf\.'nir 

AnJ 1h1' " where w.ucr '' ~Jn gel 
confusmg 

\\'nnl Ill II) for .111 ,,Jt1"'"' 
r\.'c '.' 

... I'TliiW Ani .. :. 1 r lion)o 

& Florld.ll Son JUAn ConoJo. 
Lot 
P11101 

T~ outnowa: 10.4 
mlllian ~re feet 

~~ nl, ell) uf Pu .. hlo\ \IIIIer Is 
111n 11 u11 .. 1~c l'uchlu: 

J)Twc 
ht I oil't 
Th: lru'A;r r .II<C 

. I..J.t l'lieb'o \l;t; bUilt "' help 
'iilUih!rn Col.wnJo IJffill:f\ II!)J CillO 
'llollh th:1r •lur~c n.'td-1 hu! rhus f31' 
t!r Cll) of 1'.-:hln lw rxll -~fc<l to 
UIC: oiO) OJ lht n:-..:f\1111' Sllli'Jl!C for 
d.!) ·I<HL) oprnlun -

fk Cll) tlr.l'IO\ II.> \Ukr ilin."t:IJ\ 
lrom lire A•bsu:i• Rl\cr, 001 tl>~ re$. 
<'f\~11 '' lUI 1.1a:.r uppl), 1he Cll) 
~lfllf1il (JIIIIf~h !;~!(!' 1C ~<iN) 
thn-e 111111:1 11• n.mnl • i1~ 

1\1 n'k""t'l rb utJht\"\.U .. luutet\ 
\\ .IICT ""'"ft 11o.'1.'d.'- f't>tbJo rTlJJ.Otoin' 
'l.'ll.Uii1C '"'(SeC: 'JXK'C t.l Cl&:..S" Creek.. 
'lurquo•-c. T"t!! LA\.c• Jfl~ l\anhoe 
r-c~f\olr\. 

lb~ Cll\ oll\11 f'C(MIIIy J'Ul~IU\ed 
llkllc OWI;OIIIIfl bnd fL~ J ~,,bfc 
nc"' n: .:n•l!l. 1\fc,.n\\l:'le, Jlf'l 10 be 
.._.k I he 011y h." pu1 11al•~ fOf ndrh 
lion 11 ,IPmgt" ••t L ••l~·'ldl.•l Wkc 
lildl~l. 

lllJDe11 rivn IIIIWmlwt o1 Colorlllr. 
Rlv~r Avere~ ""~<1.1! · 
1 Co'i«Wo 
2 Ys1tp.1 
3 SanJuan 
4 An"'.i!B·flofllla 
5 \\'hie 
6. Dolores 
7 Sc .. lh Pta:o 
8. R.o Grande 
9 NcrJ'l P!allo 
tO Los Pmos 
11~rUnsas 

'~rnr<:llow ol borllor 
J 5 mlkln IC'fl leel 
1 6 "" 10n B::nJ recr 
711? roo a:re loe! 
i12.~aa"'"' 
595,100 8Cnt 1«1 
568.100 acre 1oe1 
387 100 a::re INI 
:J25000eao~ 
313,El)O ICe' I 
175 700 ecre fc•l 
142 200 acre 'oe~ 

TRANSMDUNT AIN 01\ffJlSION ...... 

A 111ln&mounwn "'eter dlvmlon lnvolv • col' 
water from '1roams and r1va,.. on thl• Ylut•m 
ollhe ConMantal Divldo nnd movlno II nc,.t the 
Divide vlo lunnel• or dllchu to tho E••••m Slope. 

...... 


