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: To the Editor B

ike_'r Gunnlson River

a_nd in whrch elec- .
its on the: UGRWCD

board are becommg the accept-.
. ed norm, it is very 1mportant for-

‘Gunnison | Valley: citizens’ to -
learn about 1mportant water

that' thexr representahves on the

Water Board act i ".j,thelr con-

. agreement: thh,the Bureau of

'Reclamation. falls considerably
short of fumxshmg Gunmson\

‘ gments of the

~Water Board’ss actions and to

~ hold - their representatwes on
the Board accountable for what
they have or have’not done.

. Toassistin furmshmg impor-
tant information:about, the sub-

about :the:. Gumus Valley s
hlstorxc relatxouslu' with ‘the

xIn anf‘envn'onment in whrch"

o onservancy District is’
. ﬁnally éitlg held accountable

»sigmng of A subordmanon'

. ordination agreemen ~~'POWER‘

constructed 1fWayne" to .. prote

Asprnall%‘and ‘other’ ‘Colorado

had not:given their approval of
the ‘project. And w1thout v},the‘_.f
‘Gunnison Valley -citizens’
- approval, Colorados congres-
_sional delegation made it.clear
that they would veto the Pro-
ject. o0 -

-2, To secure the approval of
citizens ‘of the Gunnison ‘Valley
- many. of whom had: been
forced to shut off. irrigation
water. before the end ‘of the
.growing season because of calls
from senior.dowri-stream users -

“the . federal -
pronused them 60 ,000 acre feet
“of- water for consumptwe useé:as

a ‘Way of protecting their exist- .
‘ing and future water nghts "
.This 60,000 acre feet would: pro- ;8

tect Gunnison. Va.lley users:from
the kind of senior. downste sam
calls that had. -previously: been
made by the Uncompahgre

Water Users'and’ the Redlands

Canal and it would also. protect

them from . calls:: which the : "

Aspinall Unit itself mlght make
under its 1957 decrees. " . .
.- 8."Since consttuctron ‘of the

first of the threé :dams- of the
Aspmall»:'-‘Umt to be‘b ilt"'*the

representatives to the US. Con-  siream
gress dunng the ’503 and 60s . . 4. The , ;
‘agreem ' between the UGRW.

government '

CD and.the Bureau of Reclama-

"“tion covers only a minor- part of.
.- the orlgmal water protectlon
_agreement .- an: agteement in -

which the BOR pronused not to -

‘call.on water users: with priori-
ties junior to:1957: and to release

stored water:as:a. way of: “pro-
. tectmg Upper Gunnison. water
‘ users - with . decrees junior. - to
{1908 (the date of the. Uncom-

pahgre Water Users decree

.artlcle regardmg
Subordinatlon Agreement
( umuson River Water

'Coneervancy Drstnct Prwrdent

Mark Schumacher s. comments

d- Blue ‘Mesa. Reservoir* in 1962, AL WE

tights - are’ later “than 1908

. (approximately 80 percen wnth i

~.call [protection ‘against .senior
' downstream usgers:such as the
-.;Uncompahgre Water Users and .-

.the -Redlands Canal Further-

- more, it offers nothing to guar-'
antee that the managers, of the -
Aspinall' Unit will continue to
.xélease. stored water to satlsfy,:

downstream calls ‘and; ‘in the
process;- to-continue. to- protect
Upper Gunnison junior decrees

‘;l,the present

. water. rights. Peqple interested in

‘_fthe normal water court’ _proce-

not call for any sor 'of apphca-.
“tion’ process to the District, .for
either new or existmg “junior

Th ren on . nation agreement does oﬂ’er,
f’],agreement,does not provxcl any‘
Gunnisor. Valley users, ‘whose

40,000 rather- than. 60,000 .acre

- feet of protection against :calls

from the: Aspmall Unit: itself - a
very minor part ‘of . the. federal

",-govemment’s ongmal promlse
:to our valley. ,

Gunhison Valley cmzens
need to know these httle-known

facts.- Otherwxse, we.may:. fall

short  of .the .knowledge:- that
'makes it possxble for us to

“encourage the:; UGRWCD to.
- continue; its efforts: to” protect
_the. water: nghts of ‘Gunmson
fValleyusers -

:.-astheyhavedonefrom1962to, g

R PC.=Klingemith
: President POWER'

need for mdrvrdual apphcatlons

-or contracts between ‘users. and
applymg for a:new .water right. -
-would. still have to. 80° through ‘

as dures. What the' agreément does . I’

.- do, is allow for individual water . £

- users; that have deplehons asso-' -understar

ict; ..m ‘the neport tl1at~the Distnct is - '
ugh : ’requlred to subrmttofhe Bureau




