POWER forum addresses Wﬁf

Panel confirms: ‘Drought not over’
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T panel ol spenkers included
Frank Kugel, ol the Division ol
Wialer Resources: Kathleen Curmy
Manager of the I pper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy Distnict
Director of Publi
Woks for the city ol Gunnison:
and lcal rancher and Upper Gun-

nison Nver Water Conservancy

kn Coleman

District nember Ken Spann
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Kugel in his apening remarks to
crowd. “The five
years had below normal

are in a drought,” sad
the previous
have
precipitation and we are expected
to have a sixth of below normal
stream flows. That has caught up
with us in terms of ground waler
and soil moisture.”

Kugels job is 1o administer the
state’s waler prionty sysiem. Waler
righis are assigned on a “lirst
come, lirst served” basis. In wel
YEars, there is enough water for
evervone with o decreed right, but
of drought
senlor water users do not get the

mn limes many
full amount to which they are en-
titled; then they place a call
Under these conditions Kugel
must begin curtailing junior waler
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According to Kugel, without
significant precipitation in the
spring and summer, the likell-
hood of calls on the river is ven
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rights 1o
cubic leet per sec-
ond. Presently,

the Gunnison River is I:'L:'nnnf_; at
only 560 cfs near Gunnison.

Most household water comes
from wells that are “exempt” from
administration, or immune from
curtailment
has identilied some wells that can
and wall be curtailed in the future
when calls are placed. According
to Kugel, he will administer the
following types of wells:

* Wells that have n non-lunc-
tional augmentation plan. For ex-
ample, il the augmentation pond
doesn't hold water, or the plan s
bascd an a junior water right that
has been curtailed

However, the siate

= Wells with nghts that have
been transferred, or are an alier-
nate point, from a junior ditch

= Wells with permits that refer
to a specilic decree under the
permit conditions
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The live previous
water Years have had below
normal precipitation.

Frank Kugel
DIVISION
OF WATER RESOURCES

o Non-exempt wells within 100
feel ol a live stream
« Exempt wells exceeding the
terms and limitations of the
permit, such as homeowners with
a household use only permut, that
are using the well
1o water a lawn
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that once a call is
placed, we will
notilv well owners
they have 10 days
i ind augmenia-
tion water,” Kugel
Alter 10

davs they will be
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ordered 1o cease
and desist using
the well.”

The good news is that the UGR-
WCD has acquired water from
Blue Mesa Reservair that can be
purchased for augmentation. The
district purchased 500 acre feet
[rom the Bureau of Reclamation
and will sell 1t in 0.5 acre foot
Increments to anyone in need
For the time being, purchased
waler cannot be used for outdaor
purposes, but that will change
July 1

This water can be used 1o meet
downstream  calls However,
sugmentation from Blue Mesa
will be of no help 10 meer internal
calls; that is those that are placed
by local senior right holders

“The (UGRWCD) board 15 VY
committed to try and address |h.:ll
sitvanon,” said Curry. *Thats why
they have signed a contract |;\
purchase Long Lake. There have

been a lot of folks potentially out
of priority. We are really just get-
ting that off the ground 1o use the
lake for (augmentation).”

Long Lake (also known as

Meridian Lake) lies above Crests

ed Butte and is scheduled 1o bes
come available by mid-summer
for water sales 1o homeowners
and subdivisions in the lower Easy
River valley

Ken Coleman informed the
crowd thar the city of Gunnison
has water rights that are very ser-
ior 1o any of the calling entities. In
addition he stated that the water
department has seen no decline in
the ourput of the nine wells oper-
ated by the city

City water tanks above Wesiern
State College have a capacity of 2
million gallons, and city wells
produce an average ol 1.2 million
gallons per day. With a per capita
usage of around 90 gallons per
person per day, the city is an par
with other municipalities.

Ken Spann brought a unigue
perspective to the forum since he
1s both a Gunnison Basin rancher
and the owner of a farm in Delta
Counry.

“I've been on both ends ol this
whip,” he said, referring to down-
stream calls. “Iv is always a gut
wrenching decision to place a call,
because you know the impact it
will have ™

Warmer weather has increased
the amount of water in the river,
postponing downstream calls for
now. For more information aboug
purchasing augmentation w
or on the :I'illl.l.: of potential :«:]T::
contact the UGRWCD at 64 1
7012, or 64]1-6065.
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