|

The Chieftain, Pueblo, Colo., Sunday, OcioDer v, 199+ ruy~ ——

‘Consultant promotes water bank idea for Colorado

By CHRIS WOODKA
The Pueblo Chieftain

COLORADO SPRINGS —

Water banking already is prac-

+Zticed in Colorado, but it’s Jjust

-“not called that, a Fort Collins

--consultant told-state water offi-
~“cials Friday.

-t John Clark, who helped draft
- a detailed outline of how a water
- bank might work in a Colorado
“~Water Conservation Board study
:of the Fort Lyon Canal, spoke to
the Colorado Water Officials As-
Sociation at the Le Baron Hotel.

_ The 46-page water-bank out-
line is one of several alternatives
listed in the report, which was
Prepared after Colorado Inter-
State Gas in late 1991 attempted
o buy a majority of the Fort
Lyon ‘Canal — the largest ditch
n‘ys}cm on lhc'Arkunsus River —
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sas Valley is leased from cities or
the Southeastern Colorado Wa-
ter Conservancy District to farm-
ers at anywhere from $8 to $15
an acre-foot.

Clark said there are no buyers
for the water now, or sellers for
that matter.

The Fort Lyon Canal’s board
of directors and shareholders
ha:zjc been cool to the idea, Clark
said.

But as water becomes scarce or
as cities use more and have less
water to lease, the plan will be-
come more attractive.

Clark envisions a water bank of 5,000 acre-feet in the Fort Lyon sys-
tem. An acre-foot supplies the needs of a family of four living in the
city. The 5,000 acre-feet would be obtained from 13,782 acre-feet Of.dl-
versions, about 6 percent of the Fort Lyon’s average annual diversion
of 211,000 acre-feet. The difference represents the water’s yield, leak-
age, evaporation and transit losses.

Clark said new, as yet unspeci-
fied, industrial uses or the need
for cities like Lamar or Las An-
imas to improve water quality
will create the need for water

banking on the Fort Lyon.

He maintains that water could
be banked under state engineer’s
rules, rather than taking the po-
litically challenging route of

changing state legislation or the
costly route of attempting to ob-
tain a court decree.

According to the report, the
advantages of water banking arc

that water rights would remain in
the Fort Lyon Canal — or any
other system that adopts it —
while giving farmers an alterna-
tive way to make a profit.

There would be no permanent
watel transfers, such as those
that dried up Crowley County,
and no permanent loss of the
agricultural economy.

The water bank also could al-
low {or more growth within the
arca; cnhance wildlife or recre-
ation; and allow market forces,
rather than rcgulation, to set wa-
ter prices, the report says.




