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Well water ;'·dro·ppinQ." tO';·cr·itical leVel~ 
lly DElll3IE PITTMAN 

ALAMOSA - Drought condi
tions are becoming critical, cau s
ing water wells to dry up at an 
alarming rate throughout the 
Va lley. 

"Over 56 wells in the Va lley 
have gone dry since April 1st," 
said Steve Vandiver, Division 
Engineer for Water Division 3, 
Colorado Division of Water Re
sources. The Divis ion's offi ce has 
been busy processing well re
placement paperwork that has 
been coming in at a high volume, 
with 10 applications on Monday, 
alone. 

Vandiver said replacement 
well reques ts are 10 times the 
normal a mount they receive. 
"Most of the wells a rc located in 

the La J ara and Capulin a rea, 
but we're seeing problems in all 
-arcasof the Valley," he said. 

Vandiver said affected wells 
are at varying levels, from sha l
low wells to 200 foot deep wells. 

"In fact," said Vandiver, "the 
Baca Water a nd Sanitation well, 
which is a big well, is starting to 
surge and ther:e is some concern 
about what to do with it." He said 
with t he Rio Grande Canal ·as 
the lone exception, none of the 
major ditches on the Rio Gra nde 
River were able .to be turned on 
this year. 

Well owners have tried to lower 
the pumps on their wells to reach 
water, but most of these wells 
a ren't deep enough to allow this 
strategy to succeed, or the casing 

is too sma ll to lower a pump into. 
The only alternative is to drill a 
'new well. 

"Some of these wells arc fairly 
shallow," said Vandiver. "What's 
alarming is the 'ract Lhat even 
with these shallow wells, we have 
never had any particular prob
lems with them before and we've 
gone through some fairly dry 
years in the past 20.years." 

Well drillers from a round the 
Valley say they've been getting 
lots of ca lls from people whose 
wells havc."gone dry." 

Charles Pythian, owner of 
·Pythian Drilling of Sanford, said 
that a majority of problem wells 
are two inches in d iameter, 
drilled in the 50's, a nd too small 

I 
to allow a pump Lobe lowered to 

reach the receding water level. 
"While not necessarily 'drying 

up', the water level has lowered 
to the point where it cannot be 
pumped, requiring replacement 
wells Lo be drilled deeper," he 

said. 
"I think the problem is state

wide," said Pythian, "not just 
Valleywide." 
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• Continued from Page 1 by Division of Wildlife Fisheries 
L · biologis t John Alves, who said 

ow snowpaclt sign low water levels and· reduced 
of things to come flows could lead to summer kills 
The Sa n Luis Valley's uncon- in lakes a nd reservoi.rs. When 

fined aquifer r elies heavily on creeks go dry, the fish tha t live 
the flow of the Rio Grande as the.re e ither die, or find them
well as winter snowpack. Th'at's selves trapped in deep holes or 
what recharges the aquifer a s it bderya.ver ponds unt il they, too, go 
gets u sed . With thi s year's 
drought conditions literally off The situation has brought 
the sca le, there is absolutely about a number of enforcement . 
nothing recharging the, undel,'- issues, accordinguto \l:andivcr, 
ground water supply. . ... ..-~· . because people· ·a rc diverting 

Vandiver said that unt il May, watc.t: they arc not ent itled to. 
2002, the lowest recorded May He said the Dis trict has medi
an the Rio Gra nde had occurred a ted lots of di tch squa bbles tha t 
in May, 1890. This month ap- it is not really respons ible for 
pears h eaded toward yet a nother a_nd \s t rying to help by a lso get
record low flow. tmg people to talk with one a n-

"It's significantly lower than other, and help them understa nd 
a nything we have ever seen," what's going on. . 

· V a ndiver said. "The double "It's impor tant for people to 
whammy is tha t you've got the realize that, statistically, when 
wells pumping rea l ha rd with we have a dry year, it takes scv-

. this hot, dry weather a nd virtu- eral yea rs to recover from it. Even 
~llyn? r echarge from any source if we ·~;t a .lot o_f moisture next 
hk~ ditc~~s or a nything. We are y~ar, I t~ still g01,ng to take from 
seemg a difficult situation here, l SIX to eight years of good mois
where the groundwa ter table is ture to recover the water we've 
going to continue dropping very los t this year," he said. 
h ard because of the fact that we . _"It's my hope tha t well owners 
are not getting any recharge of :-v1ll unders tand this , a nd how 
any kind. The weather we arc Important recha rge of the sur
having is contributing to really face w.a ter into the aquifers is , · 
high use." · a nd .we need to do everything 

Low humidity, br isk winds and possible to manage those aqui
unseasona bly warm tempera- fers whe~ ~at_er is a":ailablc so 
tures ar c combining to sap not we can mmum ze the Impacts of 
only agricultural a nd residen- these dry years," Va ndiver addco-. -
tial soils, but also the rivers , ~e also stated that one of the · 
themselves. tlungs water users can do to get 

The R~o Grande peaked a t a out of this si.tuation is to gai.n an 
680 cubtc feet per second (cfs) undcrs ta ndmg of the dynamics 
flow this spring._ Tha t is a bout 10 of underground storage. He said 
percent of the norma l r a nge morecmph_asis nccdst_obc placed 
(5,000-6,000 cfs) the river r ecords on rechargmg the at}utfer during 
during the spring, Vandiver said. fa~ year~. 

The Rio Grande is not alone in _To gam some education out of 
its low flow. · · th1s, ~nd a n understanding by' 

"Da ily wa ter flows of several the ditch companies a nd well 
creeks are approaching some of owners w_ho dra w water from 
the lowest we have ever seen" these aquifers, would be an ex
Vandiver said. "Trinchera Cree'k ce lle~t t hin g to h a ppe n," 
and Ute Cr_eek arc particularly V~nd1ver noted·. . 
bad. Los Pmos on the Conejos . A goo? snow year next wm ter 
south of Antonito was 7 cfs on IS ~ot gomg to cure this'. This is 
Monday morning, which is an gom g to be ~ mult iple -yea r in:t
all -time low during summe r · pa~t f~om th1s type of year. We 
months." . ~rc gomg to ha ve to really s tay 

Vandiver said it's not uncom- mformcd a nd do what we can to 
mon for June 6 to provide the Rio recover fro~ this," he said. "There 
Gra nde with its highest flow of arc lots ofht tle things we ca n do 
the year, around 6,000 cfs . In to Q.clp a lleviate the s itua tion by 
cont rast, June 6 this yea r saw practicing good conservation." 
the river recording a pa ltry 264 
cfs. 

~m~acts are 
everyw her·e 
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Farmers a re going to be se-
verely impacted by this Va ndiver 
said. Ra nchers who ha've a lways 
relied on ditches as water sources 
for their cattle a nd for their grass 
pastures are also realizing the 
1mp~ct as the di tches a rc dry. 
Residents whose domestic wells 
are going dry have also felt the 
impact of this record dry year . 

. V ~ndiver said the drought will 
a lso ha ve a traumatic effect on 
the fish in Va lley waterways. 
That assessment was a lso offercq 
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