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bunch of 
nonsense 
S AN FRANCISCO doesn' t want to 

pay i~s fair share, even if ll1e city is 
making a $270 million profit annual­

ly off ll1e federal govenunenl. 
Dul George Mille r, a California Con­

gressman from ll1e San Francisco area, sure 
ll1inks Western farmers should pay tlleir fair 
share. 

In case you missed it, Wayne Allard, 
Colorado's 4 111 District Congressman, a 
couple of weeks ago auempted to amend ll1e 
Interior Dcp<utrnenl's budget by making 
San Francisco give up some of ll1e profi t il 
gels from selling water oul o f ll1e Hetch 
Hetchy D mn - a federal water project 

Mille r, repon edly, went bnJlislic. The 
California Democrat apparenlly didn ' t sec 
U1e logic in U1e actions from his coulllcrpart 
from Colorado. 

Allard and some o f his Republican 
friends on the I louse Agricullu re Commit­
lee in11·ot1uced ll1e amentlmenl - which 
Mille r and his cro nies shot down- to off­
set an earlier mnendmentllwl would place a 
50 cents per acre-fool surcharge on federal 
in·igation water in 17 western slates. The 
surc harge wo uld raise abo ut $10 mill ion in 
fiscal year 1994. 

Allard's move to make San f-rancisco 
pay its fair share would raise $20 million­
double what the surcharge on irrigators in 
U1e 17 western sta tes would pay. 

The Day City pays the federal govem­
mcut $30,000 a year for U1e usc of the dam, 
bul according lo Durcau of Reclamation fig­
ures, it makes $270 million a year by selling 
water to users in U1c area. 

Now, get U1is. 
·An artic le in ll1c San Francisco Chronicle 

said ll1c city uses llwt money for ll1e home­
less, immigrants, AIDS, public safely, 
ea1111quakcs and "all U1c rest of ll1e U1ings a 
large city has to deal will1," according to 
ci ty deputy auorncy Tom Dcrlincr. 

Don't a ll big cities have U10se U1ings to 
deal wiU1? How do they fund !110sc pro­
jects? 

Derliner said U1e city only gets revenues 
o f $70 mill ion annunJly from U1c sale of U1c 
water and has expenses of $50 million. 

One might. wonder if Oilier cities in tile 
West funds lhO$C programs from U1c sale of 
water - Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, San 
D iego? Dcn~cr certainly doesn't Dul U1en it 
doesn' t have a federal water project handy 
to provide Uml funding. 
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