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Valley.'should:··avo.id · 
man-made drouaht 
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·. CSU Cooperative Exten-sion 

· Ron Riggenbach and) just reiurn ed frorh R~~~~i~g 
in San Antonio, ·Te·xas. We wi ll elatiorHt~ on' tnat. 
meeting some other time, but for this column, let' i talk : 

. about ·drought! · ·. ' · · · 
Even more so, I want to s tress what those folks a're 

facing due ' ' · 

~~ough/~~ San Luis Va)l~il 
·the South. 

Croploss w . A . r · 
is already 
i nevi'table 
for lack of 
r a i n . 
Groundwa
ter sources 
are · becom
ing low 
which im-
pacts every- Demonstration Proiect 
one immediately. · · , 

Big cities are pleading through the media for their 
• - . . . . . ' .• .• . t : 

citizens to conserve water. Acquifer reports are given 
in degrees of levels that imply the severity of the 
immediate situation. . · 
. Actually, the story is an old one. ·I have experienced 

drought conditions in various areas of Colorado. Our_ 
Valley ranchers were hit fairly hard .jn reeG,nt ;Years: : 

As for big cities, the folks downstre!im in:Aibuqu~·r~ 
que seem to do· a pretty good job of emphasizing wa'ter 
conservation on a regul ar basis, drought or not. . 

When a dro.ught hits, life is very tough. 'When a 
drought is a natural occurrence, we often must 'Jet 
nature takes its course. < ·· 

I am afrai<;l a new kind 9'f droughi 'is up'bn u.s.''! feel 
thpt a water diversion out of a watershed 1~ setting· us 
up for a new type of drought. But this one we can fight. 

I have never minced any words abo.ut Where \vater 
belongs. It .belongs in the watershed th.at it ioriginally 

· · .·: flows in. i2~~~~ : ! 

I am probably being se lfi sh abou t this issuQbecaus·e 
of the hard work our agricultural industry has 'done 'in . 
documenting and implementing best managem'enf{mlc
tices for water conservation. Quantity and qual ity go 
hand in hand. ' ' · · 

Allowing for natural flow variation is difficult 
enough. Agriculture and the communities of any wa
tershed should not be faced with watching their. water 

· resources change due to water sales over ·the hill. 
· .. : . Once' a little· \vater goes;·more' is probable )o foito\v~ 

:• F'or'·an' iliea ''t\ )"oeal with that type o f wa\er:lOss.~'n'() 
' rriaiter how gradual, is v'e'ry aifficult'duidd'the'imprict 
on management approaches. . . . 

Crowley County on the eastern plains. is a signific~nt 
example of an irrigated region that is now dry land due to 
water sales, which has impacted alfthe citizens. We do nol 
want to come close to having that happen in our Valley. 

In catching up on Valley news and issues, I realized 
how heated the new water battle has become. You need 
to seek to be informed and armed with the facts. Then 
take a s tand for your Valley and Iet ~~·o~r voice' ·l)e 
heard. Thanks for hearin g mine. 


