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] Southwest. ( l‘Ollght feared

- ALBUQUERQUE — Researchers studymg &l

it tree-ring patterns say the patterns suggest that |

| the southwestern United States could be facing |
~ serious drought- condltmns over the next two de-,

[ fiacades.

Umvefsihy of New Memco sc1entlst LOlllS Scu-f

%l :-_den analyzed the rings of hundreds of trees in New |
- | Mexico, Arizona, Colorado and Utah. He said long-

1 climate patterns inscribed in the trees over

| "‘f_.i‘_the past 700 years forecast dry conditions. -

Scuderi believes he has found a recurrmg 72-

year pattern of droughts. The /last spanned the
| 1950s, suggesting the next serious drought would
1 begm’around 2020 1f the pattern holds .




