
T 
he third of our nation's lE> .... d in fede. al ownership is a 
panorama of sprawling grassy prairie, desert, arctic 
tundra, semi-arid plateau cut by deep canyons, moist 
upland forest, and rugged mountain terrain. Hidden 

from view, on these same lands, is a treasure of mineral 
resources - coal, oil, gas, gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, 
molybdenum, and uranium among the most significant. 

Mineral resources have had first priority for use of the 
federal lands through most of our nation's history. Today, of 
the 740 million acres of publicly owned lands (an area the 
size of 11 Colorados), all but approximately 100 million are 
open to private mineral exploration and extraction. In addi
tion, the federal government owns all or some subsurface 
minerals on an additional 63 million acres where the surface 
is owned by private individuals; the minerals on these lands 
also are generally open to exploration and extraction. 

Nowadays, there are competing demands on public lands 
- for timber, Hvestock forage, recreation, wildHfe protection, 
watershed, wilderness, and scenery, as well as for minerals. This 
competition, together with efforts to step up domestic mineral 
development to satisfy unabated consumption, has focused at
tention on the law allowing access to federal non-fuel mineral 
resources. 

That law is the General Mining Law of 1872, and it 
governs the extraction of such "hard rock" minerals as gold, 
silver, molybdenum, and uranium. In r!'JCent years, some con
gressmen, federal officials, and conservation groups have 
been intensifying efforts to reform this law and related pro
cedures. They view this law as obsolete and subject to abuse, 
as well as harmful to the environment, the financial interest 
of U.S. citizens, and even the efficient development of needed 
mineral resources. Although the industries involved in 
extracting mineral resources agree that some modification in 
present policies may be warranted, for the most part they 
support only those reforms that maintain minerals develop
ment as the highest priority use of federal land and give the 
private sector the initiative to explore and extract the 
minerals. 

What are the procedures for mineral development on federal 
lands? Who administers them? What problems do they pose? 
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What are the proposals for revision? These are some of the 
questions that must be addressed at a time when the supplies of 
virgin ores are diminishing rapidly while the potential for con
servation, substitution, and recycHng of minerals is largely 
unrealized. This pamphlet outlines the views of the Sierra Club 
and The Wilderness Society on these questions. 

FEDERAL MINERAL RESOURCES: 
HOW MUCH AND WHERE 

The extent of economic mineral deposits on federal lands is 
not known because the government has never fully explored or 
inventoried the mineral resource potential of its holdings. 
Geologists beHave the public lands of the West, including 
Alaska, generally hold greater promise for future onshore 
discoveries than any other region. 

Areas Open to Mineral Development 
The federal government has historically owned as much as 

80o/o of the land area of the nation. This land came into federal 
ownership through cession, purchase, and treaty; then much of 
it went into state and private ownership. The 740 million acres 
still federally owned are administered for surface use by a 
number of agencies: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
National Park Service, Fish and WildHfe Service, and Bureau of 
Reclamation within the Department of the Interior; the Forest 
Service in the Department of Agriculture; the Department of 
Defense; and other agencies with smaller holdings. Most of this 
land - about 640 million acres, or 86.5% - is open to prospec
ting and mineral development. Such development is primarily 
administered by BLM no matter who manages the surface use 
of the land 

As private individuals, states, and businesses acquired land 
from the federal government, mineral rights were usually con
veyed along with the surface rights. However, in the case of 
ranchers who obtained land under the Stock Raising 
Homestead Act of 1916, new owners acquired the surface only, 



Because hard rock mining on public lands under the General 
Mining Law of 1872 is still a right. rather than a privilege, agen
cy authority to regulate mining activity is limited. Other uses of 
public lands- timbering, grazing and some recreation- are a 
privilege for which the user pays. Statutory authority allowing 
the public, through its federal agencies. to decide when. where, 
and if mining should occur on publicly owned lands is still lack
ing, as are laws to deal with the specific impacts of hard rock 
mining activities. 

PROBLEMS AND ISSUES 
The General Mining Law of 1872 responded to the national 

policy of its time and was designed to deal with the pick-and
shovel mining technology of its day. Now, however, modern 
mineral operations are a far cry from those of the pioneer West 
in the scale of their impact on the environment and their ability 
to affect other, competing uses and users of the public lands. 
The law has outlived its usefulness. In light of today's values 
and conditions, the century-old law causes problems-to the 
land managing agencies, to conservation groups, to industry. 
Among them: 
• Because the 1872 law gives unqualified priority to private 
mineral development. federal land-use planners can always be 
overruled by miners. Even where a land-use plan exists, a pros
pector may stake a claim without regard to planned uses. 
Federal land managers have only the aU-or-nothing tool of 
withdrawal. 
• The mineral resources, although found on land belonging to 
all citizens, bring no return to the federal government but 
become the sole property of the private developer. 
• Mineral resource discovery has sometimes been used as a 
subterfuge to obtain land, not for mining, but for such purposes 
as vacation sites, gas stations, logging, and resorts. The pay
ment to the government-$2.50 or $5.00 per acre-does not 
even approach fair market value. 
• One of the intended purposes of the law-to stimulate 
development of needed minerals-is no longer served. 
Claimants may hold claims indefinitely waiting for market 
prices to warrant mining, and the government has no power to 
stimulate mineral development. 
• Requirements that miners comply with state laws (which 
val"l widet':!\ {or -proving mineral discovery and the expenditure 
of $100 in annual development has led to such problems as 
"discovery pits" on each 20-acre claim and needless bulldozing 
performed only to hold the claim for future use. Such work is 
often done only to comply with the law, without regard for 
damage to the land or actual need 
• Many abandoned claims exist, but BLM is unable to clear 
them since it lacks manpower to check claims. Abandoned 
claims cloud U.S. title to the property and affect any plans to 
use the land for other purpqses. 

• The uncertainty about the legal interpretation of what con
stitutes a profitable mining operation for a "prudent man" has 
made it difficult to determine whether a mineral discovery 
warrants issuing a patent, and many lawsuits have resulted. 
• The century-old mining law has none of the environmental 
protections contained in modern land resource legislation. With 
no land protection and reclamation provisions, serious 
ecological alterations and pollution have resulted. 

CONCLUSIONS 
In January of 1969, departing Interior Secretary Stewart 

Udall wrote, "After eight years in this office, I have come to the 
conclusion that the most important piece of unfinished business 
of the nation's resource agenda is the complete replacement of 
the Mining Law of 1872 ... ."' 

The Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, and other en
vironmental organizations support legislation that will 
accomplish the following: 

1. Balance mineral use with other resource values through 
agency land-use plans, with provision for departmental author
ity to grant or deny the privilege to mine on public lands under a 
system leasing mineral development rights, rather than giving 
those rights away. 

2. Provide for departmental and public review of mining pro
posals at both the exploration and development phases of each 
project. 

3. Provide tha t mitigation and reclamation requirements be 
spelled out as lease conditions with guidelines provided by 
regulation. 

4. Provide for a fair rate of return to the public for the use of 
its land and minerals. 

As action on federal mining Jaw reform proposals proceeds, 
supplements to this background information will be provided 
describing current circumstances and needed activities. 

The Sierra Club and The Wilderness Society gratefully acknowledge 
the useofLand Use Letter No. 4,Miningon Federal Lands, pub\ished in 
July, 1975, by the League of Women Voters Education Fund. Except for 
the conclus ions, which are our own, we have utilized the text of Land Use 
Letter No.4, modified to focus on hard rock mining and to reflect changes 
necessitated by subsequent laws. 

Public Lands Committee 
Sierra Club 
4269 Ridgeway 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

The Wilderness Society 
1901 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

May 1979 



April, 1979 

MINING LAW REFORM ALERT NO. 1 - - - -

Over the last decade, bills to revise the General Mining Law of 1872 have been 
int roduced in every Congress, but none of these proposals has ever reached the floor 
of either house. In 1978, an industry-drafted bill was passed by the Subcommittee 
on Mines and Mining of the House Interior Committee and sent to the full Interior 
Committee where it fortunately remained without further consideration. 

There are several reasons why reform legislation has languished. One is that 
t he environmental community, although keenly aware of the accelerating destruction 
of public lands values permitted by inadequate regulation of mining activity, has 
been too preoccupied with other issues to publicize this one. Secondly, the indus
t l'.Y has tended to play a reactive role in this matter. In response to reform pro
posals, big industry has introduced legislation under the guise of reform, but 
whic h would facilitate mineral access, development and patenting procedures and 
woul d squeeze out the small miner. Small miners, many of whom prospect as much for 
recreation as for profit, oppose any change at all in the existing law. 

In the House of Representatives, mining law reform proposals are fir st studied 
and amended in the Mines and Mining Subcommittee of the Interior and Insular Affairs 
Commi ttee. This year, Rep. Jim Santini (D-NV) has become chairman of the Mines and 
Mi ni ng Subcommittee for the 96th Congress. Small miners represent a major part of 
hi s constituency. Based on his record, it is generally believed Santini will prefer 
not t o move any mining law reform legislation as long as he remains chairman. Morris 
Udal l (D-AZ), the influential chairman of the House Interior Committee who originally 
sponsored several environmentally sound bills in the early 70's, switched to support 
industry's approach after mining interests in his district undertook a recall elec
t i on campaign. 

To date, most mining law reform activity has orig inated in the Hou se . When 
mi ni ng law reform legi sl at ion i s taken up by the Senate, it will probably be con
s i dered first by the Public Lands Subcommittee of the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Re sources. 

In the climate of stalemate described above, there has been little Congressional 
in terest in act ing on mining law reform. No Congres s ional leaders have emerged as 
challlpions for either si de in either hou se , and many Congressmen are unaware of the 
problems. MEANWHILE, THE DESTRUCTION CONTINUES. 

WE CAN ENCOURAGE A POLITICAL CLIMATE FAVORABLE TO MEANINGFUL MINING LAW REFORM. 
H£q[ 'S WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP. 

1. BECOME INFORMED -- 1\ pac ket of more detail ed information is available. It 
co n t a ~ n s Hard ~ock Mining on the_Public Land, by David Sheridan, published by the 
Counc1l on E~v1ronmental Quality; Hardrock Mining_:_ Cases and Recommendations, by Ted 
Hud~on, ~ubl1 s hed ?Y the Natural Resources Counci l of America; a bibliography; model 
~ e g 1s l~t1on; magaz1ne article r eprints, as available. To obtain a packet or specific 
1t e111s 1n the packet, contact the Public Lands Committee of the Sierra Club. 

2. ~~R~AD THE WORD 

1\. Show the s lide show on hard. rock mining problems to as many groups as 
PO'><> i hl e. r3. In the West , l ead field trips to local problem s ites on public land 



areas. C. Invite the media on your field trips and offer fr i endly reporters mater
ials they can use for articles. D. Write letters to the edi t ors of local newspapers 
on the general subject. Where possible, use local problems as illustrations . 

3. BEGIN TO EDUCATE FRIENDLY CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS. Let them know of your 
concern and support for legislation which contains the provi s i ons li st ed under Con
clus ions in the brochure, Hard Rock Mining on the Public Lands Under a Century-Old 
Law. Make a special visit to discuss this issue and prov i de a copy of the background 
brochure. Invite friendly representatives to see the sli de show and/or invite them on 
field trips to local problem areas (make sure the problems are on federal land ). East
erners may not have local problems, but because of their i nt er est in the public lands 
of the West, we have available a collection of color print s of areas damaged or threat
ened by mining, accompanied by explanations, for use duri ng vi sits with eastern Con
gressional representatives. Call us if you plan to meet wi t h your Congressman; we 
may have additional information or suggestions. Let us know your representative's 
position and of your progress in sensitizing him to this i ssue . 

Listed below are the members of the House Interior Conm1 i t t ee and t he Senate Com
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. Asterisks indicat e members of the House Sub
committee on Mines and Mining and of the Senate Subcommitt ee on Energy Regulation . It 
is particularly important to begin contacting primarily envi ronmentall y sympathetic 
representatives on these committees as any legislati ve ac t i vi ty will begin with them. 

HOUSE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMM ITTEE 

Democrats 
Morris K. Udall, Chr., AZ 
Jonathan B. Bingham, NY 
Ph illip Burton, CA 
Bob Carr, Mich. 
Baltasar Corrada, PR 
Bob Eckhardt, TX 

*James J. Florio, NJ 
Lamar Gudger, NC 
J im Howard, NJ 

*Jerry Huckaby, LA 
Robert K. Kastenmeier, WI 

*Abraham Kazen, Jr. , TX 
Ray Kogovsek, CO 
Peter H. Kostmayer, PA 

Edward J. Markey, Mass. 
*Dawson Mathis, GA 
George Miller, CA 

*Austin J. Murphy, PA 
Jerry Patterson, CA 

*Nick Joe Rahall, II, W. V. 
*Harold Runnels, NM 
*Jim Santini, NV (*Chr) 

Phil Sharp, IN 
Bruce F. Vento, Minn. 
James Weaver, OR 
Pat Williams, tn 
Antonio Won Pat , Guam 

Republicans 
Dougl as Bereuter, NE 
Richard Cheney, WY 
Don H. Clausen, CA 
Mi ckey Edwards, OK 
Mel vi n Evans, V. I. 
James P. Johnson, CO 
Rober t J. Lagomarsino, CA 
Ron Mar lenee, MT 

*Dan Marriott, UT 
Char l es Pashayan, CA 
Kei t h G. Sebelius, Kans. 

*St even D. Symms, ID 
*Rober t Wh itta ker, Kans. 
*Do nald E. Young, AK 

SENATE ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Democrats 
Henry M. Jackson, Chr., WA 

*Bil l Bradley, NJ 
*Oa ~ e Elu.mpers, AR 
Frank Church, ID 

*John A. Durkin, NH 
*Wendell H. Ford, KY 

*J. Bennett Johnston, LA 
Spark M. Matsunaga, HI 
John Melcher, MT 

*Howard M. Metzenbaum, OH 
Paul E. Tsongas, MA 

P~pu b 1 i cans 
*Mar k 0. Hatfield, OR 
*Henry Bellmon, OK 
*Pet e V. Domenici, NM 
*James A. McClure, 1D 

Ted Stevens, AK 
Mal colm Wa l lop, WY 
Lowell P. Weic ker , Jr., CT 

All the materials described in t his alert, including t he slide show on hard rock 
mining problems, are available through 

Sierra Club Publi c Lands Committee 
4269 Ridgeway 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
505-662-9581 

The Wilderness Society 
1901 Pennsyl vani a Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
202-293-2732 
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ME~<O re ·Mining Law Reform 

f r an Russ Shay 
t o :·!ike HcCloskey, Brant Calkin, 
Ma r ge Sil l, Ken Turner, Denise Fort, 
Caro l yn Johnson (please help fill in the blanks 

1 December 1977 

Jack Hession, Bruce Hamil ton, 
Joe Fontaine and Kent Gill 

by sending this stuff around) 

The House Subcommittee on Mines and Mining of the House Committee on Interior and 
I ns u l a r Affairs will be holding hearings on reform of the 1872 Mining Law in 
Phoenix , Arizona, on December 12 and 13, 1977 . Though the committee says it 
wi l l hold other meetings in other "centrally located western cities" l ater, the 
Phoe nix hearing is the onl y one that has been formally scheduled at this time. 
Per s ons wishing t o testify are supposed to notify the subcommittee staff no 
l a t er . than December 7. Requests should be sent to the Subcommittee on Mines ~n~ 
Min n:-~g , 1324 Longworth Bldg . , Washington, D~ C. 2051.5 - tel ephone 202- 225- 1661. 
Or a l pr esentations will be limited to five minutes. The s ubcommittee requests 
t ha t wi tnesse provide 20 copies of their t est i mony at the time they t estify , 
t hough only one copy is n eeded to submit a statement for the record. 

Br a :1 t Calkin will be organizing input for this hearing. His phone is 505-983- 10,---
6331 . John McComb is the staf f person i n Washington working on this i ssue, 
(202-547-1144) and I am helping out on the San Francisco end (415-981-8634). 

The ma terials enclosed with this memo a re: copies of the two .proposals under 
consideration by the House subcommittee--HR 9292, the Administration bill, and 
HR 5831 , which was written by the mining industry . The subcommittee i s giving 
t op bi lling to HR 5831 /Comments on these two bills and HR 5806, prepared by 
Don Ca rmichael~ a professor of law who has· tes~ified - on mining · law reform for·- -: 
t he Cl ub in the past. HR. 5806 is out of the picture, as its s ponsor- - He Udall-
ha s announced support for HR. 5831 as a mark-up vehicle. 

We !~o p e these ma terials are useful, and that they can be gotten out to everyone 
~10 can use them. We need to be prepared for the hearings to follow the 
Phoenix ones, ,.,hich are expected to be held early n ext year . 

The Cl ub does not have a well defined position on mining law reform. A policy 
wa s pa s s ed in 1971 by the Board of Directors. Here it is--

" The Sierra Club advocates replacement of existing l aws governing m1.n1ng on 
publ i c lands, ·including the mining law of 1972, with a reformed system of minera l 
l e as i ng that wi l l allow mining only: A) on lands not designated or proposed to be 
desi6 na ted a s part of any system of envir onmental protection, includi .g the Na tion
a l P2 rk System, national wildlife r efuges and ranges, National Wild and Scenic 
Ri ve rs , National Trail sys tem, and Ptimitive , Roadless, Natural·or Scenic Areas; 
B) ~hen the environmental damage from the mining is not likely to exceed the soc i al 
valu~ of the minerals to be produced ; C) t-1hen the mineral· development will be con
duc t ed under firm environmental safeguards, including a requirement for rehabili
t a t i on of the site ." 
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SUDCOi :j·;ITTEP. Ol'l !"JH~FS 7\ND !'1HHi1G SCI'EDULES 
WESrPE).1l1 FIELD llEl\Rii'~G Ol'l rUPiilG r.z\T·? -qEFORI''i 

t o ngressm.:1n Abl:-aham I<a ~en , J r . (D-Tex .) 1 Chai rrna n of the Subcom-

mi t Lc o n Uines a nd i iining o f the Ilouse Commit tee,. on Interior and I n-

sula : :. f fairs 1 announced t oday that the Subcomni t t ee would ho ld a 

sec o , f: iel d h e.:1 rin g o n p r oposa l s to r eform t he i1ininc;; J:,aw o f. 1 8 7 2 in 

Gr~n 1 r uncU~ .. c o l orado 1 o n Satu rday , Pebru~ry 1 8 , 1978 , Th e Sub c om·., 

mitt •; he l d t h ree d a y s o f . h e arings on the l eg i s l a tion i n t.-Ja shing ton 

dur :i.. 'l Oc tober , a nd the first fi e l d h e aring in Pho e n ix , Ari~ona , o n 

DeceJ ,' .}· 12 a nd 13, 1 9 7 7. 

) n announcing t h e l1earing f or Col orad o , Chairma n Kazen stat ed that 

oth e 1. : . ~ a rings a r e p l a n.ne d for Neva da ancl. lvashington State . Th e exact 

dat e s · · vc n o t y e t b een s e t , but t he Subco nm1 i tte e wi ll compl ete al l o f 

i. i: s l1 i ngs early t his y ear, a ccordi ng to Kaz e n . 

~ - ' • c e ntury old min ing l a w pe r mits persons to e n ter Feder al l y owned 

l a i1d s .· · ~ the h'e s 'c t o p r o s pe ct for ha r d - roc k min e ra ls suc h as go ld, silver 

a nd c 0 1 ·e r . I f the pros p e ctor disc overs a va lua ble minera l d epo si t 

whi c h < n b e mark e t e d a t a p rof i t , he c a n obta i n a paten t to the land 

from U gove rn!i1e n t . Al t hough the l aw rema ins basically the s a me a s 

y he n f i · s i: e n a cted , in 1 92 0 cer tain. mine r a ls s uc h as oil , na tura l g a s, 

coa l a n p l1osphate s we r e r e mov ed from i t s operation and made sub j ect t o 

,a l e a s i · 'J s y stem . 

~~~ ~ ~=-=-=n~~~~ma~~~~--~~-=~--~~~=--=-=c=~VT~~~~~~. ~.~.~-~T~~ I7s ~pa~~~e~~m~· ~~d~c~f~rom 
recycled fibers 



1?-cig ... ~ ·- - H:i.ning Lm·! F iel d Heari ng 

'.1'he p r-in c ipa l b i ll ~\·h.ich will b e consi de:r.c d i s H.R. 5831, iutro

du c - b~r Congrcr;sman I?hilip Ruppe (R-Hic h.). The bill would modify the 

pr e · !"i::. l o c c.:i:ion-patent system and \vould require the payme nt of a royalty 

t o ·l. ; Unit e d Sttd:.E'q o n the mh1e1~ .:t l s produc··~cL Anothe r bill, H.R. 9292, 

i nt :• ·: ncccl by Congrc f.H>man Phillip Bur t on (D- Calif. ) and suppor·ce d . by the 

Adm: · n t ra'cion., ~'!Ould su.bnt.itute a leasing sy5t e m for the prese nt la''~· 

'_, 'he hc2\r:.i ncr on Fcbru.v.i.:y 18 1·1.U.J. b cq j.n at 9:30 a .m. ut the . ---·--- ___ .,. .. _. ----:..·--
R?.U·~ · :0-TN , 710 Hori zor~_f2.:i:' i ve (n~ar the ~:c'~ ) , Grand Jnnction , 

Co J.( -:.o . Per~ons v;i ching to t es t i f y s hould notify t he Subcommittee 

e .i t 1• · in \'l!.~iting or by t .0 l c pl1one !:!£2i:~te~: t.han Febrnar~~ Hailed 

rc'}U · ·c.s should b e s~nt t:o the Subco1n:nit·tee on Hines arid t·Uning, 132 4 

Lon~ ~th Building , Wachingt on, D. c . , 20515, or t elephone requests to: 

( 20 ., . ' · r· lGG~ ' . r / .. J - · J. o t>J.i tnc.ssGs .m=-~ a~kccl to p.v:-ovidc~ a t l e ast 15 copie !J o f 

t he :' : 'i~e~; timony at. ·the tir;\o .t:.l]._ey t entify '· and on J:J' one copy if. submit.ting 

atr 1• ·-r•t for: the :r.ecord. 

:Cn m:de r to give the Subcommitte e members ample opportunity to 

dir c t · questions to the witnesses, indiv iduals testifying in pe r son will 

be ' < ·. uired to summar:Lze the .:i. r t estimony in not more than five minutes. 

Mor e ) c:ngt.hy \'>'ritten statements may b e submitted for the r e cord o H.a-

t e r i < l onppl:Led t o support ·the statementG ~:~ill be place d in the Cornm:lttee 

fi l e. t \·.'here it will b e available for the information of the Hembers e 

Per sons and organizations sharing a c ommon positi on on the legis la-

t i on ~ hould arra nge t o appe a r an a panelr t o the extent possibler with 

one 1· •).:' Don designate d to state .. cheir common pos i tion and the remainder 

of t l : panelists be ing available to respond to questions put by the 

Mernb~ : ~s of the SubcomiUit:tee. 

- ...... ... '-~ .IJ \.4C \...!. • •• ·T~IS Paber m~dC from 
recy c led f ibers 
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Sa ncb to ' ~ • . tt lpt urt•. l't.•u ch \\'ush. Ari1.ona 

MEMORANDUM 

SIERRA CLUB 
Southwest Office 

338 E. De Vargas 
Santa Fe, New 1Iexico 87501 

( 505) 983-6331 

February 28, 1978 

To : Joe Fontaine, Kent Gill, John McComb, Bruce Hamilton, 
Tina Nappe, Don Carmichael, Ruth Frear, Linda Lewis, 
Brian Beard, John Schneider, Mary Hay, Paul Swatek, 
Russ Shay, Paul Huddy, Doug Shake 1, Ralph Clark r
Connally Mears 

Fr om: Brant Calkin 

Re : (1) 1872 Mining Law 
(2) BLM - Grazing and Fence Modification 

The f i rst item of interest concerns the 1872 Mining Law, and 
t he re have been two significant events in the month of February. 
Fi r s t was the RCC meeting in Salt Lake City, where the matter was 
di s c us sed in some detail and some planning done to augment a low
l eve l campaign against the industry bill sponsored by Mr . Ruppe . 
The centerpiece for the RCC meeting was the appearance for about 
2 ~ h ours of Mr. Howard· Edwards, who is the Chairman of the Public 
Lands Committee of the American Mining Congress. He fielded 
q ue ~ t i ons and gave opinions during the Saturday morning session, and 
was re latively candid in his responses. Some of his answers and 
opi n i ons were just their party line, and I think most of us recognized 
t h os e . Everybody was cordial and polite and I think gained something 
f r om t he encounter. There were about 25 people in attendance in the 
ques t ion and answer session, and the written material which had been 
di s t ributed probably was as good a preliminary education as that many 
peop le could have gotten in that much time . 

The s econd significant event involving the 1872 Mining Law was the 
hea r i ng held by the Mines and Mining Subcommittee of the House Interior 
Commi t tee in Grand Junction, Colorado, on Saturday, February 18, 1978 . 
We made a much better showing at this hearing than at the one in Phoenix 
i n December. There were about 75 people who testified and about 25 of 
th o~ e were either our people or people who were sympathetic to our point 
of Yi ew. One interesting twist to the testimony presented from our 
s i de was strong emphasis by representatives of local government

1
primarily 

i n t he Crested Butte , area to the effect that the patent location system 
r ende r ed local governments vulnerable to uncontrolled urbanizing demands 
f or housing, police, schools, fire protection, hospitals, etc . The 
c onLi ngent included the mayor of Crested Butte, a town councilman, a 
c oun t y commissioner, the chief planner, and a member of a joint town-
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coun t y planning commission. We briefed all_these peo~le exte~sively 
s e ve r al days before the hearing, and they did a good JOb. Ot ~r 
t e s timony was received by people who drove from Aspen_and Gunnison . 
I n addition, Mary Hay drove i n from Denver, r~presenting the Rocky 
Mount ain Chapter of the Sierra Club. RCC Chairpe!son, Ruth Freai~ 
and Gordon Swenson also drove in from Sal~ Lake City . ~erry_Moy , 
who i s a Wilderness Society staff member In Grand Jun~tion,d~d a ld 
s u e r b ·ob in providing contacts to be briefed so thei! testi~ony wou 
b p l·i All in al l it was a good showing in a hostile enviro~men t f 
s~m~

0

0 ~ the attachments to this memo give an indication of the kind 0 

l i t e r ature which predominates in the area. 

Uda l l was his charming self and said that although he had aban?oned 
h i s b i ll and agreed to work for the American Mining Congress bil~, 
t ha t he wanted some environmental safeguards added . He then adm1tted 
t ha t he had as ke-d the Amer.i Gan Mining · Cong.:r.es..s -t-o provide ·-"the ~-language
f or t hat purpose . I had not expected him to be so totally captivated 
by t he enemy. 

Mo s a id there might be two more hearings in Nevada, one in ~lko and 
one i n Reno and that there would be an additional hearing In Spokane, 
Was hi ngton.' Mark-up in the subcommittee is supposed to start_around 
t he t hird week in March, but that will probably be postponed If these 
hea r i ngs take place. The subcommittee has certainly been sure to see 
t h a t a ll the hearings are in mining strongholds! McC?mb says the_com
mi t t e e staff has told him the requests for a hearing In Montana Will 
n ot be honored . 

The s econd major area of interest for the Public Lands Committee concerns 
t he BLM problems in Arizona and New Mexico . Most of you will recall 
an ea rlier memorandum I sent out regarding the congressional pressures 
wh i ch have been applied to have the Kingman, Arizona BLM Area Manager 
Ga r y McVickers fired or transferred. I did a Freedom of Information 
Ac t r equest which provided us copies of the congressional correspondence 
as we ll as other supporting documents showing that McVickers was being 
un f a i r ly harrassed. Those documents, when released to the Arizona 
pr e s s , seem to have provided some breathing space for BLM so far as 
Mc Vickers was concerned . Last Thursday, however, while I was i n the 
Ki ngman area on a range land tour jointly sponsored by the BLM and the 
Mo j av e Cattle Growers Association, I found that a recommendation 
r e ga r ding McVickers is to be sent to Guy Martin, the Assistant Secretary 
of I nterior, in a matter of days . There is reason to believe that some 
pe opl e in the BLM would recommend that McVickers be transferred as a 
po l i t ical deal wi t h Senator DeConcin± of Arizona. Several of the 
envi r onmental types on the tour, namely myself, Jay Reed of Audubon, 
Dave Foreman of the Wilderness Society, and Steve McKellar of the 
Ar i : on a Wilderness Coalition, sent a telegram to the new BLM Director, 
Fr ank Gregg, supporting McVickers. 
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So f a r as the rangeland tour itself was concerned, I found the range to 
be f a r from the worst I had ever seen, though in most areas there was 
di s t inct need for improv·ement. It appears to me that in addition to 
some f orage improvement that water development was spotty and led to 
lo ~a ~iz ed overuse and there were numerous examples of sheet and gully 
eros 10n where earth dams and other measures· should be taken very quickly. 
On e or two good . cont~cts among the ranchers were made, but most of the 
35 or 40 who participated in the tour and the evening meeting thereafter 
are pre tty hidebound. 8 years after passage of NEPA they still do not · 
un de r s tand the Act, and they are equally ignorant of the real provisions 
of t he NRDC grazing _lawsuit. They claim to have spent $30,000 in 11 trying 
to wh i p this thing, .. in the Kingman area, and they don't feel they are 
succeeding. Some unknown number, but probably about half of the 25 to 
30 pe r mitees in the Kingman Resource Area are not full time ranchers and 
th ey r un less than 300 head of cattle, which is considered the minimum 
fo r a f amily-sustaining ranch unit. 

OveT i n New· Mexico, uhe BI:.M has I think folded to intense pressure 
re ga r di ng the installation of antelope passes i~ the sheep net fenced 
area near Roswell, New Mexico. The BLM proposes to embark upon a 
4- 5 ye a r study in the area without installing any·more antelope passes. 
The j de a is that they will be able to identify the minimum or optimum 
si ze which antelope require in a given pasture in order to maintain a 
vi ab l e herd. As far as I can tell, the study itself has not yet been 
wri t t en . and from · the - generalized ·description· I received from the New 
Mex i c o bepartment of Game and Fish, it · appears ·the study itself will be 
inconc l usive. We may end up 4 or 5 years down the line being in no 
be t t e r a position to effect the fence change for the benefit of 

. an t e l ope than we are today. I will continue to monitor th~ situation 
in t he hopes that the project description once it is complete will be 
ti gh t e r than earlier indications, but here again it looks as though 
po l i t i c a l pressure applied to BLM is h aving a damaging effect on both 
the r e s ource and the morale of the agency. 

One additional item which I can bring to your attention is that I was 
jus t c a lled by NRDC in Washington, D.C., because they were seeking 
s uppor t to protect the Flood Insurance legislation, which they expect 
to be under attack in the Congress this summer. After discussing that 
le gi s la tion for a short time, I asked the lady who spoke to me who in 
the i r office was working on the Public Grazing Lands Improvement Act, 
wh i ch i s being pushed by Teno Roncalio, and which is a direct attack on 
NRDC l awsuit decision. I was disturbed to find that there is nn one 
in t h e i r Washington office who was even tracking this bill . 

En c l os ur es (1) THE S~~LL MINER pamphlet 

.t. 

(2) PUBLIC LAND USERS COALITION Information Sheet 
(3) 11Wyoming Rancher ... 11 news paper article 
(4) "Mining Law: ... " newspaper ar·ticle 



A LIVELIHOOD 
For over a century the small miner in America has 

I I,,,' ely",' lllh\ JoC' I•· l 1.1 Ill a 1 • .•.: ) ... I Jl II Ill I II ... 

on federal land and locale a claim on h1s discovery. 
The locator maintains his claim on the area by doing 
$1 00 worth of work on it each year. If "valuable de
posits" are found , he can obtain title to the deposit. 
Thus the small miner has had the right to search for 
and produce minerals, with a just reward for his 
efforts. 
However, there are now bills before Congress which 
wou ld repeal the 1872 Mining Law and replace it with 
a system of competitive bidding for leases, a system 
which would put the nation 's small miners out of busi
ness. 
Some of these proposals would allow the federal gov
ernment to defi ne "minable lands" and determine 
which areas would be open for explorations. 
Others would further restrict the activity of the small 
miner and prospector by relegating them to areas of 
little mineral potential. 

THE 
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MINER: 
LET HIM LOOK 

A AMERI 
It is surely fundamental that all qualified persons should 
have the same opportunity to explore and develop the 
mineral resources of our public lands, be they small 
miners, rockhounds, weekend prospectors or profes
sional geologists. 
We must see that the small miner, whose contributions 
to our standard of living have been so great, retains 
the right of access to the public lands, w ith an assur
ance that he will be justly compensated for any dis
coveries he makes. 

WHATYOUCAN 
DOTO LPH \ 

Contact your Senator or Congressman today, urging 
that the 1872 Mining Law be retained. 
America 's mineral potential is great and, historically, 
it has been the small miner who has helped her realize 
that potential. He must not be denied access to the 
public lands. 

WOMEN IN M INING 
6758 Lewis Street 
Arvada, Colorado 80004 

TH·E 

ER: 

LET HIM LOOK 
AT AMERICA 



LET HIM LOOK 
AT AMERIC 

In !he current debate over federal proposals to impose 
stricter controls over access to minerals on the public 
lands, the small miner and his threatened survival have 
become focal points. 
The small miner I individual prospector is important 
to the nation's mineral economy, not only in terms of 
creating jobs and producing minerals which the major 
corporations would find infeasible economically, but 
especially through his role in exploration. 
The contribution of the small miner to the nation's 
search for minerals is substantial. He must be assured 
access to the public lands and the right to earn his 
livino if he is to continue to discover. develoo. and oro-

I .,.~ ' "" • • 

" I 
Women in Mining is making th1s brochure available 
through a grant and assistance from AMAX Inc. to 
inform you of the role of the small miner and to seek 
your assistance in letting him continue his search for 
minerals on the public lands. 

DISCOVERER 
OF MINERALS 

The history of the American West is a history of the 
discoveries of the small miner. beginning with the dis
covery of gold at Sutter's Mill in 1849. 
The U.S. Bureau of Mines recently compiled a report 
of the number of major mines found by small miners, 
and the names are both fami liar and impressive: the 
Mesabi Range of Minnesota and the iron country of 
northern Michigan; the Comstock Lode in Nevada; 
Arizona's copper; Florida's phosphate; Utah 's uranium 
and Colorado's molybdenum, silver, and gold. 
Modern-day prospectors are still out there looking for 
minerals, but because of the massive amounts of cap
ital required to bring a new orebody into production, 
small miners usually submit their discoveries to larger 
companies which can develop them. 
In 1976, AMAX Inc. surveyed 41 large mining com

ducers view smal l miner submittals quite seriously, 
because nearly half of them were investigated further, 
with 12 to 18 mines planned or brought into pro
duction annually from among the properties submitted 
u1 small miners. 
The small miner, the lone prospector, the rockhound 
are not obsolete: They're out there today, as you read 
this, looking for - and finding - America 's mineral 
resources. 

Even when the small miner does not find evidence of 
·t !. 

~··· • : ... 1· !·~~ :i•JLIL' 1 •• , • • .... ,··-~'l.J ....... L ~ 1 •• e 
geoiogy of this vast na110n. For every large mining 
company with an exploration division, there are a hun
dred prospectors looking around and staking claims, 
doing the assessment work on them, and leaving a 
record of their knowledge of the mineral potential of 
an area, inventorying a natural resource which may 
someday be used. Thus we multiply by at least one 
hundred the nation's ability to identify its mineral re
sources. 
If the individual miner loses the right to go out and 
stake a claim, or if government regulation becomes 
too burdensome for him to do so, the nation wi ll suffer 
from a sharp decline in the tremendous amount of 
mineral information now generated by the " little guys." 

panies, asking them to provide information on property .....,..,..;~.,, 
submittals by small miners. AMAX found that, during 
the six-year period from 1970 through 1975, between 
2,266 and 2,992 property submittals annually were 
made to those major mining companies, and an 
average of 85 per cent of those were submitted by 
small miners! It is clear that the large mineral pro-

PRODUCER 
ERALS 

Most mining operations are small. 
According to Congressman Jim Santini of Nevada, 64 
per cent of the nonfuel mining operations in this country 
today are conducted by nine or fewer men. In Colorado, 
80 per cent of the mining operations fit into the small 
miner category. 
Yet, according to a 1977 study conducted by the Bureau 
of Mines, small miners account for the total production 
of this nation 's crude asbestos, graphite, kyanite, talc, 
and industrial garnets. They produce more than 60 per 
cent of the nation's perlite and dimension stone, and 
more than half of the barite and feldspar, as well as 49 
nPr rPnt nf lhP mir::. ::.nrl ?II nPr l"'ont nf thP nHn<; l lm 

d.~ I'~ 1;, I i.J' "'I] 1 ; .._:. (II~ ~.Un,-

'llQJity dtld II ot-c..t,on ror 1ns1anc..t::, sma I m1ners 
produce 59 per cent of Cali fornia' s silver produc tion, 
56 per cent of Nevada's, and 71 per cent of the si lver 
produced in 37 other states. They produce 80 per cent 
of California's gold, and 35 per cent of New Mexico's. 
Some of those operations, particu larly with regard to 
commodities like asbestos, tungsten, and gold, are 
ones which wou ld not be worthwhi le for a large com
pany, but which provide jobs and income for the small 
miners and recover valuable resou rces for the nation. 
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lestroy Economy ' . of payments deficit tha(l 
l) , · ~- . , , : .. , threa~~ns the stability of the·· 

' b : ', · · Ogden dollar m world trade mostly 
The appeal recently filed. because~tl~e Sierra Club has 
gainst the F orest Service fought -too successfully in· 
'I the Sierra Club (see· the ·the courts to prevent or seri- ' 
tandard-~xam i ner, Nov. p~s~y de1~y development of· 
I) to halt explorotion for oil -~~· gas, . and coal_ resources · 
1d gas in'roadlcss a reas in m our gou~¥"Y· :. - . . 
te "overthr us t belt'' of ; · F;ven members of the Con
taJ:t.. Idaho

1 
:Wyoming, and_'r gre5s at:~ ·~o subj~ct to .the 

:ontana illustrates better __ p~essures by the Sterra Club 
laD anything else could the and .1ts cohorts they pass 
~ep dedication the Sierra laws like the Environmental 
lub has t o_ d es t roy the . Pr~t~ction Act,"Endangered 
~onomy of t h e U nite-d Spectes A_ct, and the Wilder- . 
:ates. ·· . ; -ness Ac.t,without the remot:· 
The sierra Clu"b has a lorig est consideration of .the im- • 
.story. of working against -. _pacts o~ the economy of the 
te interests of our countiy country. Even when such 
-long delay in constructien appeals are made (the en- · 
: the Alaska pipeline, thus -'vi ron mental impact state
big delaY. in getting this oil ments are required by the 

'wer 48 sta tes suits National Environmental 
p cnt oil and g~s de- .Protection ,Act), the memb

!lopment along the Atlant- ers of Congress are so gut-
Coast .where these re- less -they do not modify or 

mrces may be abundant repeal provisions that can 
:!feat .of numerous wate; cause such havoc. They do 
lwer projects < E cho Ca- . ·not go,back and correct mis-
ion for example), a major ' takes. ~ - -
5~t to prevent cutting of ~be people of our country 
mber on the na tional for-., should be aware of the na
ts, support of na tional hire of the Sierra Club ·and 
nd use planning excessive ' 1ts activities and should, as 
!mands for i~practical · good, 'loyal American citi
ater and air quality stan- ~ens, 'O~tracise the 'club and 
tras, opposition to oil shale Its members to oblivion. As 
~velopment dPmand for . long as the club limits itself. 
gh prices fo~ ga soline and ~ntire~ to trail hikes, camp
ectricity, defeat of major._ ~?. tnps, or na?Ire studies, 
•al;fired electri c power 1t IS okeh_ but this rep_resents 
·ojects (Karparowits), ex- onl~ .a . Sideshow of Its real 
erne demands for :road- · activlties. 
ssness and wilder ness:: Joel L . Frykman 
td use of the endangered '. Con-sulting Forester 
•ecies'law to protect minor 
oedes ·of no ro n~equence 
~ainst constructiOn of ma-
r power projects (snail 
trter in Tennessee). This 
;t could go on and on for 
tges. . 
The U.S. today is nearly 50 
~rcent "dependent on im
•rts ~f oil, chiefly Saudi 
rat creating a balance 
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""\ QAn ' ~i_l ·indu~try spok_esmatt hiS' ··a~: 1 aokesti~ oil and gas produc.ti~n. 
cused .the Sierra. Cl_ub of blatant dis- :-}' "If ever -th~re was a special interest 
regard for property nghts, governmen- : demonstrated this is it " Mr. Swenson 
tal aecision:making · and the puolic -·< charged. "Th~ Sierra Club refuses. to 
welfare.' · · · admit that the whole American public 

Executive ,_vice-president Jack has a vested interest not just in 
· · · Swenson of the Rocky Mountai!l Oil and wilderness, but in timber, minerals, ac

Gas. Association said-recent action "by · cessible parks and recreation areas, as 
.the preservationist group exposes wha~ ~ well' as coal, oil and natural gas." . 
Swenso_n- termed "an egocentric con- ; · !fhe stat~rilent by RMOGA, an ·eigh~-

. cern-'for nothing but their own elitism." · + state organiza~ion .of oil' industry in

. ~ The J!MOGA statement was based'on . : ~i':'iduals a1_1d companies, war:ned t~at 
__ an announcement last week that the · if successfl!l,·the at~ck on exploration 
. Sierra Club wil.J seek'to have all leasing ~ le~ses would undoubtedly be expan,ded 
for oil and gas exploration halted in two t to attacks again~t timbering, grazing, 
of the natiep~s U.S. Forest Regions( mining· and recreational uses of lands 
and will seek to have 'cancelled .thou- . the Sierra- Club haS endorsed for 
sands of valid leas_es . issued since . wilderness designation: . 
January, ).970 . • : • · ·1 .' Th~ 24.6 million ~cres in- the eight 

Such action, if approved by ·.U.S. · sf:ates would thus be off-limits to all but 
Forest Serv!ce ·Chief ' John McGure, ~- an esliJ1!ated one. per cent or Jess of the 

, would bring to a virtual standstill ex~ .i American people who use these lan'ds. 
. ploration for oil and _natural gas in the,,· The move to half!easing would also 
richly ~ potential Overthrust Bell . of ~- ·ignore the property rights-vested in the 
Utah and Wyoming. ·· -·~ · ' -~ :' lefises now )s~ued by the Federal 

1 Mr: Swenson charged the Sierra Club ·'GOvernment, RMOGA warned, and 
action exposes that group's total indif:- . would ·result ,in unwarranted delays in 
ference to "any but their own selfish in- : i:leterminJng _if · the trem endou~ 
terests" • · / · . · -: reser:-:es in the Overthrust area do ex-
' "They admit by this action their total -: ist. ~ ''.· . . ' ' -. 1 • 
disdain for the concept of multiple ·use';-· --~'The suffering experienced in the 
of public lands which has rep_eatedly / eastern United States last year has 
been decreed by 9ongress. ' · · · · . ~-been . forgotten · by tliose who seem 

·"They ignore en ti r e 1 y t h ~ ~ determined to s_tall any domestic oil 
·demonstrated fact that Americ"a's> and gas development and keep us 
energy need!; for the next few years can'· dependent on foreign SOlp"Ces," ~
only be met safel?' by_ inc~eas~~ ;., Swenson concluded._ _ ·: . _ - . . A ' ___ ....... .._.. __ _ 
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Public Land Users Coalition . . 

Schedules Important Meeting 
£1~ 

Dean Rhoades . chairman 
the Nevada Land Users 

ouncil, Elko, !\ c"ada, and 
layne Winte rs . ed itor of 
/estern Miners and Prospec
>r, Tucson, Ari; ona, will be 
1e main speake rs at the next 
1eeting of the Public Land 
Jsers Co alit ion (PLUC) in 
"onopah, Nevada on January 
.4th, 1978, al cording to 
'resident Wallace Fothering
um. 

The recent ly formed Coali
tior encompa s~i ng all public 
ia1;,._ ..,.sers whether they use 
pub1ie lands for i"lrofit, such as 
mining and gr.ll:ing, or for 
recreation , such as hunting, 
fishing, rock hounding, off 
road vehicles. camping, pho
tography or just enjoy being 
able to drive onto public lands 
to get closer w nature. We 
already have •1embers scat
tered from Lo uisi ana to 
Alaska, and thc Coalition was 
just formed Nov. 5th, in Ely, 
Nev., accord1ng to N.E. 
"Red" Wilson. secretary of 
PLUC and Ed itor of the 
Beaver Co unty News, a 
weekly newspaper in Milford, 
Utah. 

The Coalition is the result of 
a seminar held in Milford 
August 2 7-28 and jointly 
sponsored by the Prospectors, 
Miners and Puhlic Land Users 
of Ely, Nevada and the Beaver 
County Land Users Assn. 

We decid ed that laws 
affecting public lands were 
getting out of hand, as are 
many other laws, Wilson said. 

y one group alone• does not 
ve a loud enough voice to 

penetrate Washington and get 
results. Cattlemen and wool-

·~growers were not t,mited in 
their efforts, 'even though "they 
are adve rsely _affected by the 
same laws. Miners were split 
between the American Mining · 
Congress (big industry) and 
the Western Mining Council, 
with hundreds of unaffiliated 
little organizations. Recrea: 
tionists are even worse off, 
with no real coordinated effort 
at all . 

.Repeal of the Organic Act is 
our first priority, Wilson said. : 
It 's a law that adversely af-

. fects the whole nation .· Min
ers, cattlemen and wool grow- . 
ers are most immediately and 
severely affected, because the 
law can and will cut off their 
means of livelihood . 

But wilderness and roadless 
areas are slowly forcing 
recreationists Off of public · 
lands, according to Wilson ,. 
but not near slowly enough. 
Even the' city dweller, who 
never has seen public lands, is 
affected, because presen t 
public land policies will boost 
inflation, making the nation 
even more dependent UpOn I 

foreign sources for energy and 
mineral resources, beef and ~ 

I " WOO. 1 

Besides h earing Rhoades r 
and Winters, the group will 
ratify the by-laws, and {jeter- , 
mine a state in which to 1 

formally charter the organiza- . 1 

ti~. ) 
We are actively working 

with our congressional repres- -~ 
entatives on present legisla- ; 
tion, such as the Mining Law [ 
of 1977, and the Wilde rness 
and Roadless Areas bills. I 
believe it would oe safe to -say. 
Wilson said, that our people . 
don't like . executive orders,. 
the federal regi~ter and the .. 
expanding bureaw:racy. It's . 
time Congress returns this 
country to the basic concepts 
outlined in the constitution, -' 
and quits passing more and 
more bad or ambiguous laws,- . 
that are then administered by 
bureaucratic regulations pub.- . 
lished in the federal register. 1 

Persons wishing to · make : 
reservafions can contact the 
Silver Queen, Box 311, Tono- ' 
pah, . Nev . .. 8~9 . . ?r, ;ph~'ri~.·, 

· .. 702"482-'629L For 'further · in~ , 
' rorinaiitin::.ab1Hn; :huc :-wrR&' 1 

PLUC, N.E. Wilson , Sec., Box 
368, Milford, Utah 84751 ,'"801 -
387-2881. . 

""' 
•"! 

. . .. 4 

Club Ca llcJ \len ace 

Editor, Tribune: The action recently fil ed 
against the Forest Scn·icc by the Sierra Oub 
(sec the Salt Lake Tribune of 1\oY. :!9l to ha lt 

. exploration for oil and gas in ro;~dlcss a reas in 
the "overthrust belt '' of lit:•h. Idaho. Wyom
ing, and Montana illustrates bNtcr than 
anything else could. the dct•p dedication the 
Sierra Club bas to destroy the economy of the 
United States. 

· The Sierra Club has a long history of working 
against the interests of our country - long 
delay in construction of thl' AJaska pipeline. 
thus a big del<1y in getting this oil to the lower 4S 
states. stuts to prevent oil and gas deYclopment 
along the Atlantic Coast where these resources 
may be abundant. a major fight to prevent 
cutting or timber on the national forests. 
support of nntional land usc planning. exces
siYe dcm<lnds for impractical water and a ir 
quality standnrds. This is by far an incomplete 
lis t as it. could go on and on for pages. 

The Ut!.it£'d States today is nearly 50 percent 
dependent on imports of oil. chiefly Saudi 
Arabia. c reating a balance of payments deficit 
that threatens the stability of the dollar in 
world tr.acic mostly tec::n:s:! the Sierra Club has 
fought too successfully in the courts to prevent 
or seriously delay deYelopment of oil. gas. and 
coal resources in our country. 

II the KrernJ.in has a better friend in the world 
t!Jan the Sie rra Club it is not known. 

.... ...... 

The people of our count ry should be aware of 
thC' dcspieabiC' nature of the Sierra Oub and its 
actiYitiC's :md should . as good. loyal Americ:an 
ciUwns. ostracize the club and its mem bers to 
oblivion. As long . as the c lub limits it sl.'lf 
t•nt irely to trail hikes. camping trips. or nntw·e 
s tudies. it is okny but this represenls only a 
sideshow of its rr.al activities. 

JOEL L. fRYru\L-\.:'i 
Consulting Forester 

· j ~ (:'1 f. I -·-1 131\~e, (1, :_.a 1 .1tt 7Htrt1u~ 
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L 
r--

r 



c a rs 

r a ·ion heel' 

Goa ~s and 
Pu ~ ose 

1. The rei .eal of the Organic Act. 
2. Defeat of the Mining Law of 1977. 
3. Stop implementation of the rules and regulations on surface 

mlning and gn.z lng. 
4. To pro tect both public and lndividual right to public lands. 
5. To ga in jurisdiction of all public lands for the stales ln 

which they are s ituated. Except those lands designated as Na
tlonal Parks and military lnstallatlons. 

6. And other causes which may be proposed by referendum 
of the membe rship or by the officers, and approved by the mem
bershlp trom Ume to time. 

Pl a n o'f Acl'ion 
A. Attempt to get Attorney Generals of each state to tile 

class action s uits , or a jolnt suit agalnst the federal govern
ment, to ga1n jurisdiction of all public lands except those de
slgnated by Congress as national parks and m111tary lnstallations. 

B. At pro]>e r time- as b1lls come before Congress ·- demon
strate, make opinions known, picket government agencies, either 
ln support of, or ln opposition to those bills. In the meantime, 
conduct an all -out letter writlng campaign, and hold rallles to 
ga1n support for our cause, on the local front and wher ever 
needed. In gener al, we Will use the tools the labor unions and 
mlnorlties have used so effectively. 

C. Educate - rally support across the country. Furnish 
speakers for r a ll1es to explaln consequences of Organic Act, the 
effect 1t wi ll have on all society, and the restrictive regulations 
on surface mi ning and grazing. We will first educate the West, 
then move ac ross the Mississippi and flnally to the East and Wash
ington, D. C. 

D. Wr ite le tte rs to whos oever; if you speak at a public meet
log or hearin&, have a prepared statement to enter into the 
transcript, also . If you don't speak you can still add your pre
pared stateme nt to the transcript. 

E. Corrdinate With other bodies. Through our newsletter, 
we 'll al.tempt to keep Oregon ln touch with Utah and Nebraska 
ln touch wiU1 Calliornia. Many individual efforts and state ef
forts can be he li .ad, just by gaining wide support. 

F. Finally, v.-e must des cend upon Washington, D.C., several 
thousand st ro:l&, to gain repeal of the Act. Our legislators can 
lntrodur.e a bill to repeal the Organic Act, but they'll need our 
help at crucia l points to get it on the floor and to repeal the Act. 

h e tr e wwe n-~eel' 

P LUC mee:s every other month, usua lly in a different s tate, 
so as to br ing ·he Coalition closer to its members, and so that 
distance to t r .. vel to each meeting ls equalized for members in 
different s tates and localities. Locations will be s cheduled at 
least two meet t:l&S in advance when possible. 

Local or(;2. :J izab ons Wishing to hos t a PLUC meeting should 
make application at a Board of Directors meeting. This may be 
done by s ubmitt ing a bid to the s ecretary for presentation at 
the next mee lin&, or it may be made in person. 

The host oq ,-anization should be prepared to furnish a meetlng 
hall that wi ll :H·commodate 300-500 members. There should be 
adequate motel and hotel facilities to house those from other 
areas. Mea ls may be acquired at local facilities or the local 
organ ization m:J. y plan to have a catered banquet, bar beque, etc., 
to raise filllds fo r their organization. At least two persons 
should be ava 1 Llble at the meetlng place for registration, mem
bership r ece ir ts, one hour before general sessions and until 
midway in !Ina ! session or after lntermis sion. Light refresh
ments should b.: available at the meetlng hall. 

Meanbership 
INDMDUA L MEMBERSHIP Is entitled to the newsletter 

and other member services. The individual will have tuB votlng 
prl vi leges In general session meetings, and all other rights and 
privileges of members as set forth in the bylaws. $12.00 per year. 

AFFILIATE MEMBER: A member organization which af
fUiates Its roster, would be entitled to appoint a representa
tive with full voting privileges ln general sessions. Member 
organization would receive up to ten newsletters, and other 
correspondence of the Public Land Users Coalition. The am.llate 
organization would have the responsibility of passlng informa
tion on to their members. Affiliate members could attend all 
general sessions, without votlng privileges. However, a.Mliate 
member could also be lndividual member with tull privileges. 
$1.00 per capita. 

ASSOC lATE MEMBERS~ Industry, corporations, private 
enterprise, and certain organl.zations who wish to support the 
goals and purposes o! PLUC, but for personal or private reasons 
do not wish to retain active membership. 

Up to 250 employees • • • • • • • • • $100.00 per year. 
250 to 500 employees • • • • • • . • $500.00 per year. 
Over 500 employees •••••••• . $1,000.00 per year. 
In all cases, membership fees are minimums. 

More aboul' PLUC 
The Public Land Users Coalition ls a civic organiza

tion, of the State of Nevada. Membership is open to anyone ac
ceptlng the stated goals of the organization. 

A gigantic effort is necessary to reverse the trend toward 
soclalistlc-bureaucratic control of all industry, on public lands 
and private. We hope you will joln us in thls endeavor. 

Direcl"ors 
Wallace Fotheringham, president, Box 844, Milford, Utah 84751 
John Murphy, vice-president, Box 599, East Ely, Nevada 89315 
N. E. "Red" Wilson, sec . -treas., Box 368, Milford, Utah 84751 
Jim Spicer, Box 278, Beatty, Nevada 89003 
M lit Allen, Box 488, St. George, Utah 84770 
RichardS. Arbo, Box 385, Douglas City, Call!. 96024 
Bll' Kohlmoos, Box 508, Ely, Nevada 89301 
Leona Pearce, 405 Parker Ave., Ely, Nevada 89301 
Cleo Wood, 390 s. 700 W., Cedar Clty, Utah 84720 
Elcey Becker, 287 Galice Rd., Merlln, Oregon 97532 
George Swallow, P. 0 . Box 488, Ely, Nevada 89301 
Tom Jacobs, Star Route 1, Cherry Creek, Ely, Nevada 89301 
Tom Williams, 250 South lOth W., Cedar City, Utah 84720 
Don Welsbeck, 1308 Firs t St., Hamilton, Montana 59840 
Joe Grublc, 41 E1ysim Drive, Ely, Nevada 89301 
Joe Falina, Twin Springs, Tonopah, Nevada 89049 

PUBLIC LAND USERS COALITION Yes! 
P. 0 . Box 368 
Mi lford, Utah 84751 

Rush my member s hip card today. My 
check in the amount of $ is 
enclosed . 

NAME •••• ...... .. . .. . . .... . ..... . 
Adress .• . ......•.•........... 

City ......... State ...•.•. Zip. 
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. · is, P~ut'~~WAY::! .. :>.'lJ·:~i~;':~:~~~~~i:~~~ ~~ri~a~· .· clalnia to be p~ie~~J~ si~~~!~J'·'k~ i~n~~~de~~~~~iris attl~~~ 1~ er; ~nd dev~lopml~ of ... ~i~~r~fl 
Sentinel staff ·writer .. )~•. '.<;. ·: a~d ·which has the endorsement . owner title to the· land-some- .their position . .-:··· · .. ·:' · · · . deposits) in . tJiis ountry, .then : 

The sign at the Holiday ~nn Ql\:~::of Rep.·.Mo Udall, D .. Ariz~; ehalr-. thing the Butler Bill would sp~clf· . . Aspinall advtsect support of the' . you've just put· a s p downward· 
Horizon Drive Friday ~a~:.·;.·.:·,.:.:·{· rna~ o~ the powerful Hou~e .Public ... lcally exclude.··. · :. . Ruppe-Udall Bill at the heari~gs to the free en~rprif syst~m.'~- : .: . 

. Welcome CMA .-.: ~;:.'·::•.:\~';!J,.ands Committee.~.··· :·· -rL!- . ·. · Much. of the CMA ·directors.' ·today, He said. it was unknown '.· .. · · · , . , 
: . ke~.tht mining·latD.:.~:1'.ti'>;~·.~~· . .-: .. The .blll·favored ·by thelCarter ·.meeting was 'devoted t·o dis· ·whether Udall .. would be chair· Despite the subtl :·appeals ·to · 

· That's ·exactly. what· the .. dlr84:·~~:~ administration would· repeal the cusslon. on how to. beat present . m·an of ·the committee after this endorse the ·Rupp o~Uaan btll,- }· 
tors of the: CMA-+Polorado ,~Min:y.~present. mining:~ act. altoseth~r ·the mining industry's position to;." year's elections, and ·said .if Bur- · most of th~ golorad• mining re~~~ 
lng AssQciatlon~h()pe ·.to: do .. ~1;.and give thtt Secretacy of, Interior ~. Udall and others cqnducting the.:: ton were. chairman,- .the industry resentatives seeme 'inclln. ed to . 
today, when members:~e.stl~ ~t.a:.\almost :.\ln.Uroited.: discretion in' ··hearJng tocJay. Among,tbosesug •. ·.~.w~~-~~~t~~~~e~.~hance. . = . ·. .go.for·broke. and s~k the status; .. 
Conaressional· .-.fieJd-:.· hearing~,.on :·~ .. with .. drawing :~.ands,·. mine~alleas· ·. gesting . ~pproaches .. .Were,-. Aspi·A .~,,; "l peraoliilly think if we don't quo. Tlte· present la . has .worked , . 
bills . aimed ·at i m~dffying ·.or: re•~.1~·tn·g •. ,setting :~_ntals· and roy~lties · nail. · and ··Keith ·Knoblock ~of the .-·t~jet: this Rappe. bill. this session.·, well, with periodic . Pdatlnga. and 1i. • 

pealing the. Mining Act 9f:'·18'7~. ·: .. and de~ldJna~when.or if ~··lease . ·.Am~rican.. M~nlng Congress. Bo~ '·we'll have the Burton Blll to face.· environmental re. g~lations, they 
The directors·.met: FridayJlt thet,lf;:. public .Ja~c;ts.~ Pe~mlts !~and· 11· r: end9rsed the Udall Bl~l,. ! . ··. :~~·~:next year• and it will pass without .. said. . ~'! .·. ; . j1 .- . ·.· '·· -~ 
Holiday to d.lscus,. what. ap~roach ~\. censes woul~ '·be required even· .· · ~ ''l thl~ moat of u~ are f-.~i,iar .. ~·· 8 question,'' Aspinall old. He pre- In tbeir .~ ~icl i · · o~itl n tt) ·~ ~ 
to take at the hearingJ belnl .. ~eld ·~.for exp}oration or other wo~lt. an~ with the born again. chairman of . dieted flassage ·Of the Ruppe or te' d t the h~ pi tho ,.. ... r I 
today at the·Ramada 1nn .. · ··· · ... the bill specifically allows)· .. pub;. the committee·" Knoblock .aald · Ud 11 B ll · ld. ta ff • prsen a · ea~ ngi e '"'"'~no~ 

The official CMA. posltlonlsfor.~···uc intere~t" lawsuits lf~anyone '·referring to Udall. He noted·that;#·teS:pta at~::eadn;;:e m~i,:;:· claJ:lstlea~s~~g mls:~albfr~s a~d·J 
Congress to leave the old:mfnlng'~:an)'Where opposes a glveljlease. . Udall was one of the· itaunchest;~.~·f h n 10 more years.. . . res c. n cess pu c an s~· 
act alone~ However,. some of the r:." The Ru_ppe Bill· bette~.'known : .. supporters of repealing the old~·~~~~ per .. a,~ : . · . , :.,: . would. d sco~rase exploration.~ 
members sal.d they! would e~-~.~:as the Udall Bil• because of his;:i.minlngac~untllth.eArizonaco~: ~ ~·· u1 would suggest. that without atind deved1Qpmenta

1
t tlm1e.~~_na~·;. dorse a bill aimed at modif)ting ~ endorsement.·. would 1.•,,su b- ... '.per mlnlng .industry hit a slump·~ Udall'a.support, those who want.. on nee s mor~ m era a •. ·. · ·. 

the act to eliminate free acquiai· ,.v· stantlally modify the 105-)'ear-old . : last year.· With mines closing •l to repeal li'ave · the decision by . :. · l~. ::., ~, .. , ~ · .· •. .1 .· , . , > . \ :-. 
tlon of public lands and requli·lng '.·: mlnlnl act~ Basi~ ching~a ~~.e 're···. ·mirier blyoffs. and a depr.fi!ssecf.. ·;.tfiv~~votesln com. mittee,'~ Aspinall · · · Use of. the land f non-mlnbtg·~~ 
payment of royalties to tfie ted-.~~ qulrements for payment ~f·~entat state economy as a ~suit (Ari~ .. ~. warned. •.•If we don't act this year ·.purpose~ ls alread ;;prohibited,.~=! 
eral. government.. The reason,:·. and royalty· on mlneralj'dlscov- .. zona produces about half the col)-!.' ~ tt•s· going to happen next year. il they iaid, and the e are· more J 
they said, ls that ._Congress' ap~ · · ·. erles, along with land.;re:clama~. ~ per in. the United S~tes)r and a:·< Burton is chairman, we don't even· than adequate elivlr JimentalprO. :., 
pears bent on mining law reform ... tl~npl~ns, bondingrequl~einents ·threatened·,.ecall elec~onf. Ud~ll'~~·need to·talk. Itwlll ~all ove~!~~ .tectlon regulations· nth~ books.-.~ 
this session, and such a bill is the .· and environmental stipulations- d~cided something need eo· to be · . Th ete · · . · . . 1 . Charging royalties ould pnly in··: 
lesser of the evils that have been in a~ditlon to those alreadr,in.-ef.·. done to protect Instead of' attack ·. madee av pl~:?o:C:Cr:l~t~:f r~l~~ crease the costs of ma.terlala to 

1 
.. 

proposed. · Former. Congres~man ... f~ct. ' · · ·. · · :. · _. ... ,l j!!( · · , the mi~lng lnd'-'atry, .. Knoblock. tivelY.: unrestralqed entry onto consumers a~d. · di couraJe ex-r· 
Wayne .Aspinall of Palisade; .. It would leave relatlve~tlntact. said •.. · : · · · ~.· ... :v:;:publlc lands fo.r·.mlner .. ale ·pro·a . ploratlon and d.eyelop.~ent, they~. 
co~~~r::posals to be ~ired today •I • ·~~ r~=~n~:~:::c~fn~~~~ ~J&\1~; : J;fc~~::.~n~l':o~!~J~~r;::a,~r~;\ pecti~~~' .. ', • • ; ~ ;. • ,': • . • ,' I :; '; \ •• aai~l . ' I • ,,.~:.\. l '.·: ,~i~'J ':/ ::•cr ·~. ·:. • ' I~~ 
aretheButlerBlll,H.R.9292,sup •. lands and.to tiave the.:al;aolute erations, ·of a blll.propQsed by'·:~: '."l'he:18'72 law· .. was a· home· .George (Tony) SeterofGr•nd~ 
ported by the Carte~· adrmnis· . · right to develope any worthwhile : ,Ruppe • . : The American • Mining .. ·. ateadlnF act for ·the mine~ala bi~ Junction aummed u the CMA pO. 
tratlon, and the Ruppe Bill. H.R. · mineral deposit._ discovered .'as ·a· · Congress·is supporting. the .bill,·.·~ dustrv.' ~e •.ald .. ''You take away sltlon: •.•If it aln'~ broken, dqn'tflx 1 
Mal, which was J')artiY ~ponsored . ~suit. It would ,lao allow mining : and asked ·:that. _C}IA.. me~bers · ... ~,the right to self.;l~itlatio.n Cdiscov- it."· ·· ......... '· . ' . . .:.; .... ;: , .;. 
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