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$1 million question

Some would profit greatly from water deal

The Pueblo Chicftain

Several farmers 1n the Lower
Arkansas Valley will receive more
than S| million if the proposed sale
of Rocky Ford Ditch water 1o the
ety of Aurorn is approved by the
stille's waler court

For several months, The Puebio
Chiefain has been trying 10 obtuin
a Tist of sellers and the number of
Rocky Ford Dirch shares esch hos
pul up lor sale 1o Aurors

Aurora officials released the list
this past week.

As previously reported; there ire
2 “sellers” of ubhout 288 shores,
although some “sellers' aetglly
represent more than one person, For
example, there are u number of cou.
ples who are selling water but yre
listed as one “seller.”

_ As indicated in the accompany-
Mg graphue, more than one-third of
the group are (rying to sell one
"illili:lil: or |I.."“_ IHIL"TC are "‘r‘ll.: “20]l-
€5, mostly  families, who each

stand to pet more than 51 mulhon i
their family proceeds ure tothled

Me Chieltain has made several
calls this week to the Holder, Gard-
ner, Proctor and Mameda fanihes
and Ron Ascherman 10 discuss with
them their plans, but they have not
returmed calls,

In the past. members of some of
those families huve said they
phinned to continue farming in the
ared. on lund they own thar s
walered by other imigution canals.
Others, such as Ascherman, have
saud they are getting out of tarming.

Sharcholders  can only sell o
smill proportion of the o1l witer
they receive from their shares i the
ditch, an  amount called
Consumptive-use™ portion.

The consumptive-use portion 18
the amount of imgation water that
4 crop actually “drinks ™ The rest,
‘i:"hlﬂl SeEps nto ditch banks or the
tk_!:;:illll:i|l§1“:;L':ti1:h off & field ang
Pl €L Can’t be sald
eCause waler \isers downstream

the

depend on il
Objectors in the currenl case

have made it clear they will never
agree Lo any higher consumptive-
use figure because allowing Aurora
1o take more water per share would
shortchange other wiler users.
Aurora wanis 0 buy a total of
about I88 shares, which is expected
to dry up 2,860 acres of farm lug
Sharcholders already have be
paid S1.100 per share, but w
see the bulk of their ¥ |
case 1s sentled in a4 speci
count called “water court.”
witer judge will make cer
the sale won't take water |
of the furmers, towns or «
ple objecting 10 the sale.
The cal;tng won't be se
least nexy vear and
for several vears gften
has written, 4 draft g
gmnrfeﬁlhat- vould give
ord Ditch water, w

" -.




as a starting po
between Aurora and tf
The decree will 8
cific details of Auron
tion of the Rnclny : ~ -
its ability to trade tha ater
upstream, where it will be
purmped oVEr the mountains north
to the Platte River Valley,

On L.“..Il!'l["lt‘_ the decree will
lorbid  Aurora from trading its
water upstream if the Arkansas
River 1sn't Hlowing at certain min-
imum levels, which would hurt
waler quality below Lake Pueblo.

Sellers can plant their own
fields in permanent grass, a prac-
tice called revegetation that is
now required when irrigation
water 1s sold off a farm. If sellers
don’t finish revegetating in three
growing seasons, or elect not to
fevegetate at all, Aurora will
for it to be done and deduct $264
Per acre from the purchase price.

hareholders can use their
water until the deal closes and

mustd;?a);] their portions of what-
EVer ditch maintenance COSIS arj

SIS arise
before then




