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», 9,
3 C_Paople Opposing Water Export Raids Sept. 3 0, 2002

Dear

As a conscientious and active member the Gunnison Valley Community, you are certainly
aware of the magnitude and importance of current policies and decisions affecting the
Valley’s water. Some of the realities which influence those policies and decisions
include:

* Drought.

* The need to honor senior down-stream water rights, especially during times of
drought.

* Continued attempts by Front Range communities to appropriate Gunnison Valley
water.

* Consideration by the Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District of the
possibility of building more dams in our valley at huge expense to tax-payers.

* Large, new, down-stream demands by the Federal Government for Gunnison River

water during the spring run-off as a way of restoring the Black Canyon of the
Gunnison to natural conditions of flood and scour that existed before the Aspinall
Unit was built, and to protect endangered species of fish which depend on those
same spring-time flood and scour conditions.

* The need for Colorado to meet its own needs for Colorado River water while also
fulfilling its obligations to down-stream states, as specified by the Colorado River
Compact and the Upper Colorado River Compact.

POWER’s current directors, Butch Clark, John Cope, Pete Klingsmith and Marty Hatcher
firmly believe that those who make decisions about these crucial issues--to include
members of local and state water districts, the Colorado Legislature and Governor’s
Office--must be compelled to consider broad-based citizen input. Otherwise, water
boards, legislature and Governor may overlook rather than fulfill the will of the people of
the Gunnison Valley as well, perhaps, as Colorado’s legal obligations.

Currently there is a serious problems with POWER’s ability to act on these beliefs, to
whit: There are not enough strongly committed people among POWER s leadership to
collect and coordinate local or state-wide opinion in effective efforts to influence water
boards, Legislature or Governor.

For the last few years, POWER has, in effect, been managed piecemeal by one person--

the current director or by Butch Clark. The result is that the organization has suffered p o, pox 1742
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from insufficient man power, commitment and expertise in such critical areas as:
interpreting and preparing legal documents, communicating with membership, keeping
records, communicating with the public, state and federal agencies and in politicking
effectively. It is because of this problem that POWER has been dormant for the past year.

Both because of the magnitude and importance of the current water issues facing our
valley, and because of POWER’s current lack of manpower, Butch, Marty, Pete and I
have decided to reorganize POWER in an effort to recruit a larger, more expert, and
younger membership.

That is why we are inviting you to an organizational meeting of a new POWER. The

meeting will be held on Oct. 8, 2002 in the upstairs room of the Cafe Silvestre, 903 N.
'Main, Gunnison at 6:00 p.m. A light meal will be served if the meeting lasts long enough

to interfere with people’s need to eat.

Topics to be covered at the meeting are to include but not be limited to:

* Where POWER has been

* Where POWER is now

* The nature and make-up of the leadership of a new organization

* Where the new organization should go in the future as it helps to protect this
community’s water.

* The name of the new organization
If a new organization emerges from the meeting, Butch, Marty Pete and I will cheer and

offer our help. If a new organization does not emerge, POWER will remain dormant and
will eventually cease to exist.

ohn Cope
Current POWER President
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Dear POWER Member:

: : 1 the
As you may recall, POWER was organized in 1989 tp hesp mee@ §
As may

threat of an Aurora water organization , calling itself NECO,attem-

pting to appropriate and divert water out of the Taylor and Last

River va;geysl The battle over this effort cpmmenced h 1982 and
continued until ab@ut the year 2000 after the €olorado Supreme Court

laid the matter to rest by ruling that only a small amount of water

sought was available for diversion. Through the years NECO had conv-

2

allly veated in the town of Parker and other LEastern Slope commun-

veye?&ts interest to Aurora, and the interest in the water right fin-

ities. In sddition, the Tederal Energy Regulatory Commision filed a
plan to develop watf¥r and power supplies in the Taylor River valley,
which has not been withdrawn.

Nog’ the predicted drought has arrived and what at first was s
schemg&o make a few investors rich has become a crusad@ to alddw those
who want to turn the ﬁenver area into another Los Angeles by continu-
ing its groweth up and down the front range. Most of us on the
West Slop%&ou]d think ié:they want this type of community, go for it,
But it probably wonl be possible for them to do this witheut tme use
Siéﬁﬁéfe Western Sldépe water

as
Our present opoonents, unlike NECO A%g Gurora are%umerous.a&d T

well financed,and we nust re~roup t°$§%§: the threat tl
al they present.

We =6 not propose to do this alome. POWER w111l have Lo encour-

age and persuade other people and organizations, ghere and elsewhere,

=

to not deal with those to divert, even though they may ¥~



promise water right owners rich rEWaﬁrds or other inducements. It
may surprise vou to learn that not all the people or organizations

%alling the Gunnison Valley home agree with POWERRS rallying cry,
""Not one drol of water over the hillY There are many who need to be
HErR ZFFORTS

urged to oppose the diverters,or at least not to consent to smelr.
Consequently a meeting of people who feel as we dd%as been called
77 C altesa pls
to revitalize POWER, an 4lay plans to oppose any and dllﬂLo,:saﬁﬁ'
mguntadn divert water from this watershed. This will include(among
other thingé/court opposition,political efforts,education as to &%ﬂz:?Z
‘ 42/ fh{‘7§ ‘s

such action should be opnosed of stslexplanation of the difficult-

and [f e
ies,Rhysical and financial devisLaLion such would cause the Gunnison
Vallev,and indeed the whole state.

He hafe set the POWER meetine for Ootmm_m,ZOPZ ahasy; o,slock P,

M.to be held in the ppstairs dining room of the Cafe Sylvester,903
N. Main Street ,Gunnison. A light meal will be' served if the meeting
intrudes unduly into the dinner hour.

If you have any comments or questions you would like to raise,

call any one of tjpne neraons named below to discuéi them. Q;%

Martin Hatcher 641 0654 John Cope 641 1112

Butch Clark 641 2907 Pete Klingsmith 541ﬁ234




POWER Meeting
- 2-6-03

Pursuant to the decision of 1-30-03 to hold a forum in April addressing Gunnison Valley
citizens’ questions about the effects of drought on domestic wells, the meeting of 2-6-03
was an effort to determine which topics and which presenters should be chosen for the
first forum.

Accordingly, it was decided that the first forum will be held during the first week in April
and that representatives from:

Ranching (Ken Spann)

Environmental Sociology at W.S.C (Daniel Tress).

The City (Ken Coleman and Eddie Balch)

The State Water Engineer (Wayne Shield or Frank Kugel) < 5
The Upper Gunnison (Kathleen Curry) /\ \_/|

should be contacted to see if they are available to make presentations.

At our next meeting (Feb.18, 7 p.m. in the Counsel Meeting Room, upstairs in the
Blackstock Building) we will decide what questions should be asked and answered at the
forum. We agreed that information conveyed during the forum should not be generic but
sharply focused upon the kinds of questions which Gunnison Valley citizens have about
the effects of drought on domestic wells and on coping with drought in the domestic
sphere.

Subsequent forums may address other issues, as the Steering Committee develops a sense
for what topics Gunnison Valley citizens seem interested in.

Important ideas and information which surfaced during the group’s effort to shape and
plan the first forum but before or after presenters were picked included:

* We need to collect useful information which emerges from a conference in Delta
dedicated to the same issues, also planned for early April.

We need to digest information available from the report of the Gunnison Basin and
Grand Valley Water Forum, using what is relevant at our forum(s)
It would be good to include as a presenter who is an expert on weather pr
and weather patterns, perhaps someone from NOAH. X/r C /\
* Bart Miller was delighted with the $1000.00 donated to LAW by POWER and will
be in Gunnison to Address POWER on Feb. 17. Time and place yet to be
determined. Will try for Aspinall Wilson at 7 p.m. Publicity to be arranged by
members of the Steering Committee. 7he Times will co- sponsor Miller’s talk with
POWER.

Summary by John Cope
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37-61-101 Water and Irrigation J04

Article |

The major purposes of this compact are to provide for the equitable divi-
sion and apportionment of the use of the waters of the Colorado River Sys-
tem; to establish the relative importance of different beneficial uses of water;
to promote interstate comity; to remove causes of present and future contro-
versies; and to secure the expeditious agricultural and industrial development
of the Colorado River Basin, the storage of its waters and the protection
of life and property from floods. To these ends the Colorado River Basin
is divided into two Basins, and an apportionment of the use of part of the
water of the Colorado River System is made to each of them with the provi-
sion that further equitable apportionments may be made.

Article 11

As used in this Compact: -

(a) The term “Colorado River System” means that portion of the Colo-
rado River and its tributaries within the United States of America.

(b) The term “Colorado River Basin™ means all of the drainage area of
the Colorado River System and all other territory within the United States
of America to which the waters of the Colorado River System shall be benefi-
cially applied.

(¢) The term “States of the Upper Division” means the States of Colo-
rado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.

(d) The term “States of the Lower Division™ means the States of Arizona,
California and Nevada.

(¢) The “Lee Ferry” means a point in the main stream of the Colorado
River one mile below the mouth of the Paria River.

(f) The term “Upper Basin™ means those parts of the States of Arizona,
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming within and from which waters
naturally drain into the Colorado River System above Lee Ferry, and also
all parts of said States located without the drainage area of the Colorado
River System which are now or shall hereafter be beneficially served by
waters diverted from the System above Lee Ferry.

(g) The term “Lower Basin™ means those parts of the States of Arizona,
California, Nevada, New Mexico and Utah within and from which waters
naturally drain into the Colorado River System below Lee Ferry, and also
all parts of said States located without the drainage area of the Colorado
River System which are now or shall hereafter be beneficially served by
waters diverted from the System below Lee Ferry.

(h) The term “domestic use” shall include the use of water for household,
stock, municipal, mining, milling, industrial and other like purposes, but
shall exclude the generation of electrical power.

Article I11

(a) There is hereby apportioned from the Colorado River System ip_per-
petuity. to the Uppcr B4sin and to the Lower Basin respectwely the exclusive
“Beneficial consumptive use of 7,500,000 acre feet of water per annum, which
shall include all water necessary for the supply of ary rights which may now
exist.
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(b) In addition to the apportionment in paragraph (a) the Lower Basin
is hereby giveén the right to imcrease*its“beneficial consumptive use of such
waters by one million acre per annum.

(c) If, assafhatier of interfidifional comity, the United States of America
shall hereafter recognize in the United States of Mexico any right to the
use of any waters of the Colorado River System, such Waters shall be supplied
first from the waters which are surplus over and above the aggregate of the
quantities specified in paragraphs (a) and (b); and if such surplus shall prove
insufficient for this purpose, then, the burden of such deficiency shall be
equally borne by the Upper Basin and the Lower Basin, and whenever neces-
sary the States of the Upper Division shall deliver at Lee Ferry water to
supply one-half of the deficiency so recognized in addition to that provided
in paragraph (d).

(d) The states of the Upper Division will not.cause, the flow of the river
at Lee Ferry to be depleted befow an aggregate of 75,000,000 acre feet for
any period of ten conséCutive years reckonéd in continuing progressive serics
beginning with the first day of October next succeeding the ratification of
this compact.

(e) The States of the Upper Division shall not withhold water, and the
States of the Lower Division shall not require the delivery of water, which
cannot reasonably be applied to domestic and agricultural uses.

(f) Further equitable apportionment of the beneficial uses of the waters
of the Colorado River System unapportioned by paragraphs (a), (b) and (c)
may be made in the manner provided in paragraph (g) at any time after
October first, 1963, if and when either basin shall have reached its total
beneficial consumptive use as set out in paragraphs (a) and (b).

(g) In the event of a desire for a further apportionment as provided in
paragraph (f) any two signatory States, acting through their Governors, may
give joint notice of such desire to the Governors of the other signatory States
and to the President of the United States of America, and it shall be the
duty of the Governor of the signatory states and of the President of the
United States of America forthwith to appoint representatives, whose duty
it shall be to divide and apportion equitably between the Upper Basin and
Lower Basin the beneficial use of the unapportioned water of the Colorado
River System as mentioned in paragraph (f), subject to the Legislative ratifi-
cation of the signatory States and the Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica.

Article IV

(a) Inasmuch as the Colorado River has ceased to be navigable for com-
merce and the reservation of its waters for navigation would seriously limit
the development of its Basin, the use of its waters for purpose of navigation
shall be subservient to the uses of such waters for domestic, agricultural and
power purposes. If the Congress shall not consent to this paragraph, the other
provisions of this compact shall nevertheless remain binding.

(b) Subject to the provisions of this compact, water of the Colorado River
System may be impounded and used for the generation of electrical power,
but such impounding and use shall be subservient to the use and consump-
tion of such water for agricultural and domestic purposes and shall not inter-
fere with or prevent use for such dominant purposes.
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MORATORIUM ON WATER TAPS?

Exploiting water
to target growth

his year’'s drought has inspired some
foes of Colorado’s growth to think up a new
scheme to shut it down: Have the Denver
Water Board stop issuing new water taps
to developers.
This suggestion was made most recently at a pri-
vately sponsored “drought forum” in Jefferson Coun-
gty a week ago, but has no doubt occurred to many
people.
. IU's an interesting idea, but it wouldn’t be legal
=and in fact isn’t necessary, either.
. First of all, growth is a policy issue that should be
- handled by political bodies responsive to the voters.
. The water board is not such a body. It is an execu-
‘tive panel appointed by the mayor of Denver whose

. Jjob is simply to provide water to its customers.
= Some members may have
B -+ strong views on growth,

k but they are not autho-
= rized to use the board as a
)

vehicle for implementing
them.

policy 1ssue

|} that should be The board is obligated
by the city charter to sup-
1 handled by ply water not only to all resi-

pOliﬁCﬂl bodies dents of Denver itself but,
3 under contract, to numer-
responsive (o ous suburbs as well. The

contracts typically require
the board to give munici-
. — pal customers up to six
years’ notice if it plans to cut off new taps.

The good news is that this has never happened
~ and nrobablvrnevararill Ao ¢ hive Tacee Lo a3 DAy -

the voters,

incum|

R
Strickland meet outside

e're anxious
the profile of 1
ate candida
Strickland in
Sunday Denver Post.
Post apply the hatchet t«
land the same way it a
Sen. Wayne Allard on Sej

The Allard profile wa:
the most biased locally
stories in recent memor
perfect example ofhow a |
per can profess to tell bo
of an issue. The Post quc
as many Allard supporter
ics, but, in the end, reac
left with a distinct point
— that Allard is a zealot,

tous and a rube and does
the tickets to be a U.S. ser

Starting with the hq
“Colorado’s stealth
kegps ‘em guessing,” thi
paints Allard as an unkno
as using his farm-boy ch
Keep his “ultra-right-wing
da” secret from his consti
If those charges are true
the Post must back it up
didn't.

But there's a larger issu
Post finds fault with Allard’
servative views. That's not a
ment the Post should be m
In the news pages of the paj
doesn't take long for the re
er, Susan Greene, to set the.
da. She doesn't quote an
These are her words: “Few
ilze how conservativelv |



The good news is that this has never hap

and probably never will. As Chips Barry, head ofthe | ooy

water department, puts it: “Solving this year’s

drought and long-term water supply issues are very
different.”

Unless this year is the start of a cataclysmic
change in climate, the Denver water department

isn't'short of water. Most years there has been plen-

ty, and there will be plenty again for customers both

inside and outside the city. (Whether communities

not served by Denver are pursuing reckless growth

policies is a separate question. A few probably are,
, while others have solid supplies.)

It's not that we're against limiting water demand.
We've supported the board’s recent restrictions on
. use — and especially those that seek to limit de-
mand through price. We were glad to see the board
-~ take a belated initiative in this regard recently,
charging higher rates for higher tiers of water use —
a sort of reverse volume discount.

If this tactic is used effectively it can, in most
non-drought years, eliminate the need for circle-dia-
mond-square days, restrictions on outside watering
hours, and other regulations that require “water
cops” to cruise the neighborhoods looking for viola-
tors. So long as you're willing to pay the price, you
should be able to water when it’s convenient to you

i rather than when the board says you can.
¥ The board will be able to tweak its pricing policies
more effectively once it goes to monthly instead of

'bi-monthly billing.
| Just because the water board can’t, and
shouldn’t, prohibit new water hookups doesn’t
mean it can't adjust their cost in drought years.
Wednesday it voted to impose a surcharge of 20 per-
cent on the current fees ($1,070 plus 26 cents per
square foot for single family homes inside Denver:
$1,500 plus 37 cents outside). The surcharge has a
built-in sunset which. interestingly, isn’t a specific
date but whenever the reservoirs return to 80 per-
cent full from the current 52 percent.

That makes sense to us. Thereisan intrinsic differ-

eénce between pricing water t liminat;
them altogether. 2 BRETANC. € ALDE

Those who want to restrict growth should contin-

ue to concentrate their efforts on the legislature, or

on lo
almef:al governments, and leave the water board

reflect an ultra-right-wing |
gy that's out of step with n
ate Colorado values.” Anc
the paragraph ends wit
journalistic stunner of &
tence: “Just because he shc
doesn't mean he's liste

Coverage of resor
ad campaign gre:
Mountain News advertisin
marketing reporter, for he
ries on the ad campaig
Breckenridge Ski Resorts
ing ads called ‘retro,’ ‘cre
Sept. 6, and “Resort dumps
chy ski ads,” Sept. 7).
Brand’s coverage of thi
paign didn’t blindly toe the
line of the resort and the ad
ing agency that these ad
“edgy,” but instead she s
ads for what they were: &
tionable campaign that
fensive to many. From o
spective, these ads perpe
the attitude and langu
dominance that is preva
both sexual assault and
tic violence. Brand's
brought this perspective a
ers to the attention of Ro
Carthy of Breckenridge, w
sulted in a satisfactory
sion.

Again kudos to Brand f
lng at this with an indep
pntlcal eye. That's what
Journalism.

Jill Mc.
Erxecutived
Colorado Coalition s

Sexual.
Trish'l

Erervbtine A



