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Owens backs water for agriculture

So- theastern district
pro:ests Aurora’s
puichase of ditch

wa °rfrom farmers
By D. ,oral Frazier
News wff Writer

The state's growth should not

con at Ul - expense of agricul-
we - Gov. Bill Owens warned
supp s ndde . clopers.,
ural con i are

hter :dly held together vy their
wate,” said Owens, the lun-
cheon speaker at the annual
gathering of the Colorado Water

NOTE: Colorado water officials are drying up irriga
invaluable high altitude, off-river, reservoir potential
costs, decreasing state-wide drought protection, and 1.
Meanwhile, Colorado is currently supporting new fed.
will destroy the state's high storage potential. This wil'
million acre feet) to California, Arizona, and Nevada !
storage program to save Colorado's federally threaten

Congress on Thursday.

“Growth will continue, but 1
don’t believe in losing our
agricultural industry to growth,”
said Owens, adding that irrigated
agriculture produces $1 billion in
grain, fruit, vegetables and live-
stock cach year.

Steve Arveschoug, mandger of
the Southeastern Colorado
Water Conservatory District,
couldn’t have agreed more.

The district, representing
furmer: cod toron innine ¢
Ces, 0y g . s $1.

allion purchase of . v Tora
ditch water from 60 £ ners. It's
the second such sale . in 1986,
Aurora bought half ot the water

from the 13-mile ditch,

“It's willing sellers, but
because of the sales (o Aurora
and Colorado Springs in the last
decade and a half, we've lost
60,000 acres of irrigated land,”
said Arveschoug, a former state
leyislator. .

Farming communities such as
I :ky Ford and La Junta have
lo ' jobs and taxes that once
¢ e from growing cantaloupes,
wh.at and onions, Arveschoug
st

spait of thet  twater dead,
Auora . greed to oy $13,000 a
y 1o lo make up for the lost
i s, But Arveschoug and oth-
¢ would like to see the commu-

I ¢ Miller
(¢ 1) 481-2003

nities’ losses addressed further
through water storage projects
to help rebuild the area.

“If cities are going to grow, we
have to cooperate on how to pro-
vide mitigation so that growth
doesn’t come at the expense of
agriculture,"” he said.

Buyers of western Colorado
water, such as Denver and Fort
Collins, usually build storage
projects as. part of the deal, he
said.

Owens  has met | with
Comnnen! s Leaders aiid grower s
fiom scuthcaster.a Colorac.

al o+ t the diversion:, said pre.s
sccretary Dick Wadhams, buf'the
governor wants local residents

to agree on how to miti, ate the
losses.

“We hope to have a \ orking
relationship between th: local
community and Aurora : nd the
Front Range to see what things
can be done to have tho: e rural
economies participate in the
boom, too,” said Doug Kc. aper of
Aurora's water office.

It’s not just the water, \rves-
choug said.

The district pays 60 per nt |
the costs for the Pueblo
voir, - uich holds oal
wate  \urora will . same:
reserve.r to store the a. -erted
water, but th.: city won’t pa s part
of the costs for the facility.

i farms with behind-the-scenes decisions to oppose development of the state's
his self-imposed "Water Shortage Strategy" is artifically inflating consumer
ing farmers to sell their waters at high prices to Front Range cities.
il policies in Colorado Supreme Court (Union Park High Reservoir Case) that
‘ermanently flush Colorado's unused share of the Colorado River (about one
~wih areas. Colorado must quickly unite behind an integrated statewide
vaters for current and future generations,
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. Brown, Chairman

Water Conservation Board (CWCB)
rman Street, #721
“olorado 80203

?»versal of Colorado’s Support for Federal Water Claims in Colorado Supreme Court

rirman Brown:

“uary 26, 2000 public hearing (about 30 minutes) on the pending Union Park Reservoir Case in

apreme Court was an important first step in the right direction. However, to fulfill
.egislative responsibilities, your Board must immediately seek reversal of the revisionist
-l federal positions in this landmark western water case. Time is critical, because oral
s may start in 30 days.

.«us unfortunate 14-year legal battlz seems complex, the salient state rights vs. federal control
~ be_summarized as follows:

Park proponents are trying to exercise their Constitutional right under state and western
vs to store unappropriated state flood waters in the high altitude, off-river, Union Park site.

- unprecedented project would then provide invaluable drought and growth protection for
“le river basins on both sides of the Divide. High reservoirs can greatly enhance the utility

“alitv of finite Western water supplies during the 21* century.
e early 1990s, a few Colorado and federal officials have quietly created federal policy @)}
.s that would prohibit trans-basin storage above federal reservoirs in Colorado’s Upper N 4
n Basin. Their rationale is based on the bogus theory that federal reservoirs within _ . k) «
~wV’s interior are not subject to the same rules as federal reservoirs located near state lines.

- sides agree that since the early 1960s, the Bureau oi Reclamation has tried to sell more than

v acre feet from its low altitude Gunnisoi: reservoir for use anywhere in Colorado.

“WCB inquiry would quickly reveal that Colorado’s previous Upper Colorado River {6‘;///
uer and Director of Natural Resources is largely responsible for these destructive federal - "

=ngineer positions in Colorado Supreme Court. He was also the State Engineer’s boss and
zss for federal positions in Gunnison Water Court. Since his 1987 Upper Colorado River

ppointment, he has successfully blocked all integrated water planning initiatives that
olve statewide use of Colorado’s largest unallocated water source. This violates national
cequire Environmental Assessments of all viable alternatives.

of current and future generations, I respectfully request timely CWCB actions to reverse the
“neer’s devastating support for federal positions in Colorado Supreme Court. Thank you.

. Dave Miller
Independent Water Planner

v

~..orado River Commission, Western Governors’ Association, and Lotorado Legisic.iz



