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. The. Nature Conservancy bas launched its re­

gional program in the Sail Luis Valley by hiring pro­
gram managers Nancy and Chuck Warner, who have 
worked for the Conservancy in California for the past 
eight years. 
;;r .i·~· Nancy initiated innovative and successful 
community outreach programs at California's Carrizo 
Plain Natural Area, tlte Pecho-.·,coast; and at the 
(Juadalupe-Nipomo Dunes ReServe. Chuck oversaw 
a varie~y of projects including Santa Cruz Island; the 
.Caniz~ Plain Natural Area and other~ •. He. also served 
as The Nature Conservancy's statewide expert for 
rangelands and grazing related issues. 
· · · The Warners· grew· up· in Col~rndo and were 

introduced to the Conservancy here ~hen they vol-· 
unteered 'for a project inventorying birds on the 
Mueller Ranch in the late 1970s. They are thrilled to 
be baek, especially-fer an opportunit}' as exciting as 
.ria~~ging tl}e San. Luis Valley prog~nim~·:: .: 
H\,L~f.~ They will be managing,the 2,300-acre Mishak 
Lakes .Preserve in Saguache County .and working with 
local citizens to identify other conservation projects 
that help meet the Conservancy's mission of protect-

. ing Colorado's natural heritage for future generations. 
At Mishak Lakes Preserve, the Warner·s will 

b~ ,wor~in~- w,ith,.ot~ers ·to :conduct the. research 
needed to guide future management of the area. Along 
with studies of shorebirds use and the effects of graz-

' ing on.wildlife:and vegetation. the Conservancy will· 
~" oe:liiieiisihg'""ficfw~i.~~iliiiJf6~i1termiltentwsters of' 

Mishl\_k Lake$ relate to the entire corridor of wetlands 
in the Valley. They also hope to expand the preserve 
to make. public access easier (the preserve is currently 

J; . ~P~P.J9::~e,"P_'!bli~~~~f.~p~~-~fic .~a~~s. ~o~ guid~d ~eld 
~~ ,WP.s). 6t~" ~· ·· · t"~ · · .. '· :~ ·. · · · · 
, . · · !f To;.further· guide the Conservancy•s program 

in the Sant.uis Valley, they are· requesting a grant 
: from the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund to con-
~ ~ ;~c\ ~ bjoJo~ica~ ipvf~tC:~i~ tf.e ~~osed ~~s;n por­
r tion ·of Saguache'County. The information gained 
; through on-the-ground surveys of public and private 

lands 'f. her~· ~~~er~ petmissio~ is ~btai11ed, will en­
abl~ the Cons~rva~cy. and their partners. to plan for 
growth in appropriate areas and provide for long-term 

f.' 'ctinse'ribtion 'of' those 'areas·· that are ·more environ-
1- ,nen~ii)/sensitive~ )\,b.iblogic~Y surveY," of. the Valley 

will also help quantify wbat species or habitat could 
e be lost ifthe·aquii~r'should be compromised through 
15 th~ ears';. . .'fbo.,._!'Oolli:;;' :···1 ,.,.,~.,· , · . · 

:: '-:~~',~:~:.~i(i~~de&(: ~:t~ff-~fro'm: t~e ·colo.nido Natural 

18 Heritage·· Program .based at Co.lorado State Univer­
:r sity.in Fort Collins will conduct the inventory work. 
:y T~m-~ of biologi~is -~n.~ ~cologist5 will use aerial pho-; 
1e to graphs. existing· geographical information system 
r- vegetation maps and satellite images to target those 
is ·areas. that merit closer~: attention: When completed, 
10 ttie-,r~sults :ot:tbe';:sur:v~y will be. made available to 
ll- the·public•to··use·planning·for the future conserva­
: tici'6· gipwih of Saguache County .and the greater San 
,d Luis .yaiiey .... ~·· :~.'1 :,::~~ . ,:,'. : · .; : · -- .. 

·., .~,;·.Chuck and ·Nancy recently ·established an of­
se flee ·for The· Nature Conservancy's San· Luis Valley. 
n,': Program. at ·~3f.Main .. St. in Alamosa •. above Cafe 
ey Maya~ Th~y .. .welcome people to stop by and get ac­
~J. quainted with them-and The-Nature Conservancy. 
of ., ·: "' ...... · · . . 
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