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en triggered in the West.
s time to talk about Water

There, | ‘said if. Now, it's out of Lhe
el and into the Colorado Legislature
the Lion Hearled Evaps,
er, will bring his SB 215 info the
enate State Affairs Commiltee loday.
~ Actually, the commiltee’s full name is
 State, Veterans and Military Affairs,
That's appropriate because, as previously
oled allempt to talk sense about
waler in Colorado usually leads to war.
- Sen. John the Lion Hearled is a braver
man than mol. This moi goes by the sobri-
guet of Bob the Chicken Hearfed in the
pundit community because Fve been
bur writing about watdr before.
IJ,‘:__ hold your e-mails, mixed-metaphor
denou s — il you don't think you can
be burned by water then you, [riend, have
pever written about water in Colorado,
The Stale That Never Plans Ahead.
That's what Sen. John the Lion Hearted
I8 Lrying to gel our state to do — Lo plan
ahead so that the next time we have a
major drntlﬁhl‘. we won'l rush out and do
very expensive and very environmentally
damaging things. The problem is thal
there are reasons Colorado never plans
ahead, arily the fact that we would
rather beat each other over the head and
nether regions with large oaken cudgels.
Exhibit A is the last big foray into wa-

ter planning, the Metropolilan Water Sup-
Investigation, Tnilia . How
't plan ahead

Can orado
when that study was funded “to explore

developmenl proj-
ects involving sig-
nificant new infra-
structure, nor did it
examine the poten-
tial savings [rom
additional waler
conservalion pro-
grams.”

That's like me
refereeing the next
Colorado Rockies
game. Bul by de-
sign, there are two
things I won't do: |
won'l call balls and
I won't call strikes.
But if you need an opinion as to whether
Babe Ruth’s pilching was so good he'd
have made the Hall of Fame if he'd never
hit a home run, I'm there for you, fans.

The MWSI was allowed to explore four
useful areas:

B Conjunctive use. The prime example
15 the effort by Douglas Counly, lhe Den-
ver Water Board and Weslern Slope ex-
perts studying the possibility of bringing
waler under the Colorado Divide in wet
rears and using it to recharge Dolas

'E'Euul:,r aquifers drained in dry years.

W Effluent management. This is a deli-
cate way of stating that we could drink
our sewage. Squeamishness aside, there's
no reason not Lo do that because effluent
can be purified to standards well above
those in our current supplies. Unfortu-
nately, the practice of dumping our efflu-
ent back into the rivers has allowed
downstream users to establish righls on
those return flows. Thus, there are limit-
ed legal possibilities for consuming Lhe
waler we now dump back into the Platte,

M Interruptible supplies. With such

lans, cities buy agricultural water from
armers in limes of drought. In wet years,
when cities don'l need the water, farmers
can continue irrigating,

B “Other systems integration opportu-
nities."” Bureaucratese for encouraging
the various waler entities to work togeth-
er for more efficient overall results.

usul dene Bt 4l o Sogether woud

BOB
EWEGEN

fall far short of yielding the 300,000 acre-
feet of water grl d;muﬁt;:tllﬂ eom]in:
cial purposes that the -
peclSd Il-gnneed by 2020, if it adds the proj-
ected one million new residents for a
total population of 3.5 million.

To close that gap will thus require one
or boff of the “unmentionables” excluded
from the MWSI study, more conservation
and/or more “infrastructure’” — lL.e.,
dams and diversion projects. Evans' SB_
215 would thus direct the Colorado Water

~Conservation Board to develop a plan by
2002 for a project that would increase
water supplies on both the Western and
Eastern slopes. Specifically, Evans wanis
the board to produce a plan that would
divert 120,000 ag%ﬁ_n{_ﬁieﬁw{l
atre feel of Colorado waler lhal now
(Tows unused 10 JOWNSLream USers every
vear to serve the waler-sho

ange. In addilion, Evans bill would p
vide up o 0,000 acre feet of additioha
surplus{Colorado River waler {o be stored
for excjusively Weslern Slope users.

The proposal has spawned the usual
outragd on the Western Slope, where resi-
dents are denouncing another Front
Range raid on “their” water. But the Col-
orado Conslitution specifies that waler
belongs to the people of the slate — al/
the people — and not just those who hap-
pen to live close to ample supplies.

Environmentalists who join Western
Slopers in loathing diversions will reply
hotly that we need to explore the other
taboo subject in the MWSI — increased
conservation. They are, of course, right.
But that's just one more reason we need |
o expand the water dialogue beyond the
cramped parameters of the MWSI study.

Actually, I may have been wrong o
predict Evans' bill would rile the Western |
Slope. My readers in Colorado West re
port they're so pleased with John the Lio
Hearted that ‘re heading to Den
for a formal banquet at which be'd b
guest of honor,

Al leasl, 1 guess it's a formal
heard them muttering

“necktie party.”




