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~ansas and Colorado have Ion 
history of battling over the rive 

R) ~1.\RY JEA'; PORI'ER 
111 ( Put: l!l" ('Ill r ft"' 11 

Kan<a, ·Colorado "'Uier dis
putes are nothing new. 

A' C4lrly a..~ the 1890,, w~tem 
Kan"'' irri~atOr\ chargt:d thot Col
or.ocl ~ns were hoggmr Arl.;msns 
Rover water The state of KansJS 
tool.. their claim' to coun m 1901. 
\aying that Colorado dotche< h<~d 
depleted Arkllll<a< River flow 
throughout all of Kansn<. Reduced 
~urfacc nnd ground water nows 
had rumcd t~ economy nlong the 
n•cr and hun mtvtgation below 
Wichita, the complamt '-lid 

In 1907, the Supreme Coon 
ruled tim Colurado had depleted 
the river, but the benefot\ to Colo· 
rado outweighed the d;omagcs to 
lo.an•a• The court •nod Kan\a< 
could o,eck relief 10 the future. 

I he two sutc> were b.lcl.. in 
euurt in I 928 when Colorado 
~ought to protcctiL\ u~e of tile nv
cr, ~110 a&ain in 1913 when tloc 

Supreme CuoJ 1 fCJI:Cil'tl .J spcco.tl 
ma<tds plan 111 tlivtclc Lhc nvcr 
mto li\e pan' for Colorado anti 
one part fnr KansU>. fht: coun 
in,tc. Kltold the two st;lles to ncgo· 
!late, and the 19·19 Arkan<a.s Rl\·cr 
Compnct resulted. 

Llutthc compact was ''nguc, and 
Arbn\a., Valley \\CII usc dramali· 
cally oncrca.scd 111 the 1950s and 
c,orl~ 1960s. 

The compact didn't bring an 
end co Kunsns' dnirm rh.lt 
upstn:nm drvcr;ions were hurting 
it< inrere<h, nor dod it end 
litigation. 

II tek on coun in 1985, Kan"'~ 
claimed tlt~l C'olurado well\, win
ter water storage und the Tnnidad 
RC\Cr\'Oir depleted m·er 00" Ut 

the <late 1111~ \II ciJinh but tloc 
one concemong well< e'·cncuall) 
\\ere dismi~,ed Spccoal Mnsrer 
i\nhur Liulcworth on 199•1 uplocld 
Kan'"' contcncion rh at well 
J'UIIIping in Color;odo dcplcrcd 

water llowmg iiUO~s the \tare ltn 
And. in 1995, the Supre 

Coun uplreltl Liiii(W(lrth'< finchn 
that Colorado had 'IOidtct.f the 
Arkrut'i3.\ Rtvcr Comp.JCI throug 
e~c~sr \ c well pumpins 

Titc second pha\C ol the trial. i 
which n:mcdocs will llc rec:>rn 
mended b) I lllle\\ mh. began 
No'' 8 on Pa_.,..dena, Calif 

K.lnsus hilS claim~'d S711 mrllron 
in damage'- more than $60 mil
lion of it iuccrcst for tho: ) C·lri 

1950 10 1996 when depletions thill 
•iolatcd tire comp;l(;t occunn:d. 

David Robbin,, the a nome y 
h;ondling Color .. do'~ ca,e. m:cntly 
s-ud that Konsa.-.' claim mn) be 
reduced becnusc irs lawyer; had 
odmincd durong cross-cummtloon 
lh . .r "some or lhc d~la they 'Jl<!d 
didn't accurate!) ponrJy ohcir 
damage~·· 

Robbon\ ~nid he pl:on• to 
pre.-enr a cnsc thai will ask if Col
orado C.:ln cklovcr wn1cr on•rc .... f of 
money for al lc.t>l a portion o' the 
damas~ 

Lillk\\onh woll submol a m:
ommend.lllnn 10 the U.S Supn-111~ 
Coun 3ftcr he.mng lhe finJ I plo;bc 
of IC>IImony in April an..J :.t .. ), 
Robbms <.1i..J ... unJ rhe !inJ1 rri•f m 
Waslungcoo. D.C probJbl) · .u 
le.LSta yc:nr a\\J) 

Cofora.fo ·\llumey Gcncml 1-.•n 
SalllLlr ~nid un the fu>l u.o}· u( 

chi< pha.•e of 111~ lrinl th.11 tur 
o.odo hu> dcmon\lrJICd ~o,oJ 'Jolh 
by puuonli Lm•cr t\rl.~n<.J• \'JII<) 

Chi ttAin s;tuiD try .l,-.. ~ 
A I ruck dri ves through tho dry bod oltho Arl<~nsns nonr G~rden Clly 
~n • 

welb on mcccr.; b)- \C'IIIn}! 'ncn h.t-. 
well rule\ th.u rcqutn.· n:pl;h.-ctnr.nl , 11u 
of derlctiun• 1u 1hc m,•t'• •ruoe h..-c 
lin~ n (l\\ Ulld b)' \\'Orl.tng \ llh lUU 
t\.an~O\ IO liL"l up 1!0 Off~l UC:t..llUOI DJo 
1n Jul1n M.~rtiu Re.1cnou h:f., 
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Colorado Springs 76,000 

38,659 

35,459 

Canon City 5.703 

P. West 3,100 J hr A r aniD~ 
OUR L ll'lBLOOD 

Florence 2,067 

lamar900 

Rocky Mountain Steol76,779 

lower Arlc.onsas Water Manage Assoc. 9,112 

Arkansas Groundwater Users Ass. 2,795 

Fort Lyon irrigation and storage canals 

Colorado Conal 119,167 

Cellon Conal 

Rocky Ford High Line -
Amity Conal 

Bessemer Ditch 70,9B 1 

Holbrook Canol 55,653 

Lamar Conal 54,034 

Rocky Ford Ditch 36,834 

116,725 

101,566 

107,170 

Los Animas Consolidated (Publoc Service) J3,22S 

Oxford Formers Conol30,816 

Buffalo Conal 23,345 

Fort Bent Conal 20,852 

X-Y Conal 10,572 

Otero Conal 9,507 

Keesoe Ditch 7,373 

Hyde Ditch 3,334 

Manvel Ditch 914 

Kansas line Rows 

In l h~ )car-, <mcc t9S\ Colorado 
h3' '~'!Ill tO mithon on 1hc t;m
'"''· Robllon' "ud llalf of 11 h.l' 
l"'cn on en& n.-cnng. ;md hall <>n • 
coon f«s, anome> lee< a.nd C<>to
r.t<ln'' pollton of ·the •r«tlt u~a, 
t.:-r·s tee 
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Average water 
withdrawals 
by owner 
ALL f;IEASUP.fMENTS ARE IN 

ACRE FEET PER YEAR 

339,672 

Sowt:.5 Colomd:> o.,,..,.,., 
fn(lU'k'W' "t ~ mLL'l.<"J)OM 1!'1 

92,358 

. .. ....__-


