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At its annual conven- gram, which will provide $35 profit entity. The easement ex- c 
tion in November, the Colo- '.million to help fwmers nation- pressly provides that the use of c 
rado Association of State Soil wide,pri:serve their land in ng- the land under easement will : n 
Conservation Districts unani- rii:ulture by providing ass is- continue to be devoted to f:IJ'ln· 0 

mously approved a resolution tance thnt will allow states and ing or ranching. In return, the. c 
that encourages the stnte Soil other units of government with owner receives money and/or c 
Conservation Board (SCB) and existing farmland programs to tax benefits. 
individual soil conservation purchase conservation ease- . "Propeny owners also , 
districts to hold easements de- ments. The United States has appreciate the fact that conscr- c 
signed to protect farmland. already awarded approximately valion casements are co rn- , 

The resolution spccifi - $14 million in Farmland Protec· plctely voluntary based on ne
cally directs the state board and tion Program grants, and Colo· gotiations between 11 willing 
individual districts to accept rado has received grants total- buyer and a willing seller." 
grants of money and land to ling approximately S I million Parker added. 
protect farmland and to enter . of that amount. From the Colorado Depart
into pannerships and coopcra- "I believe the members ment of Natural Ruources 
ti ve agreements with the of soil conservation districts. January 1997 Newsletter. 
United States and other state throughout Colorado are real-
agencies and nonprofit organi- izing that conservation case
zations to protect farmland. ments are an imponant tool in 

Several div isions the effon to keep farmland in 
within DNR worked coopcra- production. I also think many 
tively to develop language for farmers fear that their farms 
the 1996 Farm Bill, as well as may be jeopardized by increas
its implementing regulations. ing costs of production and the 
regarding agricultural conser- increasing profitobility of scll
vation programs that benefit ing farmland for urban devel
fanners, while protecting top- opment," said Dan Parker. Di
soi l, forests, wetlands and rector of the SCB. 
wildlife.. A conservation case-

One of the programs 
that DNR advocated was the 
new Farmland Protection Pro
Vo lley Voice 

ment is a property interest 
given by the owner of a farm 
or ranch to a public or non-

"The best soil conservation 
practices in the world are of 
little use to cropland thnt is 
paved over. 
In the United States, the 

equivalent of two New 
York Cities was paved 
over each year between 
1982 and 1992." 
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