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GOVERNOR ROY ROMER ) : -
APt 1 § 1981 COLORADO RIVER bt hr R

II.

III.

Iv.

vVI.

DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR THE RESOLUTION OF SELECTED LONG-TERM
ISSUES ON THE COLORADO RIVER .

California will agree to reduce its current use of water from
the Colorado River to its basic apportionment of 4.4 maf, over
a reasonable period of time.

During the above period, deliveries of water will be made from
the Colorado River so as to satisfy beneficial consunptive
uses within California in an amount which will allow the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to take up
to 1.3 maf/yr. )
During the above pericd, beneficial consumptive uses presently
existing or developed in the Upper Basin will not ke
curtailed,.-

L 2% - . .
A mgchanism will ke established for the other Colorado River
Basin states to receive appropriate consideration in exchange
for the agreement of the other States to allow the delivery of
Colorado River water to California as stated in II. above.

A. Monetary consideration.
B. Non-monetary consideration.

confirmation of the entitlements of all the Colorado River
Basin states pursuant to the Law of the River will be
established, and the states will discuss ways to assure that
each state retains the right to develop its entitlement as
that state may determine.

There will be agreeazent among the seven Colorado River Basin

states not to deal with private interests in the marketing of
water interstate on the Colorado River.

R
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Attached are coples of latters to me from Dennis Underwood,
thea U.S.

commissioner of

Harch 19, 1991

pureau of Reclamation, and

Governor Pete Wilson of california.

As notad in Commissionar Underwood's letter,
resolved
allocation issue for 1991.

Ruclamation has

the Bureau of
the Colorado River water
The bureau has determined that

water will be avallable for the Metropolitan Hater District

of Southern Callfornia to divert at its
this calendar year.
be requiraed by 1994,

tull capacity for
However, repayment of any overuse will
{¢ the lower basin states consume bore

than 7.5 million acra feet.

The letter from Govarnor Wilson conflirms that california is

committed to formal discussions among
to resolve the long-term issues on the

basin states
Colorado River.

the Colorado River

‘o engage in fruitful discussions about these issues, I

will be calling the governors
uUtah and New

Acizona, WHyomingy,

of california, Nevada,
Mexico and asking theum to

fdentify rapresentacives with authority to speak on behal?
of eusch of the governors.

I also will invite thase governors <
to dlscuss the issues on the Colorado River.
gome of tha issues on the colorado River have

70 years,

resulted in decade-long litigation between states.

to meet in mid-November
In the past

1 an

hopetul that a dialogue between the governors of the

several atates concerning

the Colorado River will allow us

to rasolve these issues in an -equitable and expeditious

mannuc.

I have designated Ken Salazar,

who is on my cabinet and the

axucutive director of the Colorado Departmeént ot Nactural

Resources,
addition,

Jo2T0c ol ea:dl 1606l - aEl

to coordinats this ecffort tor Colorado. In
the Stata of Colorado will be represented In
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these dlscussions by three state officials. They are:

pavid Walker, Direcgcr of the Hater Conservatlon Board, March 11, 1991L
Jarls Danielson, State Engineer, and Jim Lochhead,

Colorado's raprusentative on the Upper Colorado River

commisslon.

I also understand the importance of making sure that all

those in Colorada who night be affected by these zhc Honorable Roy Romar
discusslons have an opportunity to provide input on sg:::ngz colorade
Colorado's position. I have asked that Colorado's tean

. 136 state Capitol : .
::ha::::“m:::éggirzzgh interestad parties from throughout Danver, Colorado 80203-1732
[:] .

Dear Governor Rcner:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning your desire to
cooperate with Califorala and the other Colorado River Basin
states on Callfornla’s request for water frem the Colerado River
in 1991, as well as your desire to resolve long-term water
allecation issues.

As you are avare, I bave formed a Drougnt Action Team to deal
with the extreme drought conditions in California. Special steps
are balng taken by the Team to mitigate the effacts of the
drought, local water districts are implementing itringant drought
uction plans, and coordinated Federal, Stata, and local afforcs
are combatting the drought impacts.

A vital alamant of tha drought amerguncy action being taken
by the Stata of california is tha availability of Colorado Rivar
watar. Expuditious action by the Basin states and the Departaant
.0f tha Interlor to assure the Metropolitan Water Districs of
Southern California that Lt will receive the requested 1.3 millien
acra-fuat of watur from tha Colorado River in 1991 will greacly
assist our uffort, and thun allow us and tha designataed
Tepresentatives of the Basin states to rfocus on resolving the
long-taern issuas in an orderly and equitable manner.

I am comsittud to formal discussions among the Colorado River
Basin states to resolve the long-term igsues on tha Colorado
River. The Executive Directar of the Colorado River Board of
California, Garald R. Zlzmarman, will continue to represant =a in
discussions cancarning Callfornia’s request for watar in 1991 and
in addressing tha long-tarm issuas.

Your letter progerly recognizes that thia dialogue should ke
conductud at the State level among raepresantativus of the seven
Colorado River Basin states. California i3 prepared to fully
discuss the issues raised in your lettar, as well as any othar of
interast to thu Basin states.
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The Honorahle Roy Romar
Paga 1wvo

= Bas{n states
T look forward to working with you and the othes
on thae expeditious resolution of thesa ipportant issues.

Sincerely,
jo) '
PETE WILSOH
PHilg

ce: Honorabla Hanuel Lujan
Colorado River Basin Governors
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Honorable Roy Romer
Qovernot of Colurado
Denver, Colorado 8020)

Dear Govacnor fNoaxer:

By lettur Jated October 23, 1990, the Secretary of the Interloc
denl you a ¢opy of the "Annual Oparating Plan for Colorado Rivar
Reservolrs--Hater YedC 1991." The letter stated that; ™, , ,
7,500,000 acro~feet of reasonable beneficisl cunsunptivs use Ly
mainstrean users In thy Lower Dlvislon States will be satisfled
ducing calendar yeac 1991.° The Annual Operatling Plan fucther
notes that Callfornfa will be allowed to utlllze apportioned but
unujed water fcroa the States of Arizona and Nevada In accocdance
with Article II1(B)(6) of the U,S, Supreme Couct decree In Arfjona
v, Californla provided that the calendar year 199! consumptive
usa by mainstreanm Lower DIvisfon ussrs does not exceed 7,500, 000
acce-feet. Notwithatanding thiu fact, Callfornia hasd, ad the
Scerotacry’d letter notes, “, , , requestad up to an additlonal
400, 000 acte-feuvt of Colorado Rlver water for benefictal
consunptive use In water year 199!1." )

As you Xnow, the extenslve and contipuing drought conditions !n
Calffornta are 3jeveroly restricting the non-Colorado River watef
supplles o€ the Hotropolltan Hater Dlstrict of Southern
Caltfornla (MHD), for whose bencfit the additional water was
fequested, Other States within the Colorado Rlver Basin are also
being adversoly lcpacted by continusd drougnt conditions, 1In
1ight of these conditions, [ am writing to inforl you of the
Buceau of Reclamation’s plans for clver operations (or the
renaindec of the year.

A3 the water yeac has progressod, we have besan resvaluating the
projucted consunption of Colorudo River water by Arizona and ’
Nevada usera, Efforts ara also belng taken to obtain the
asa{stunce of Coloradn River water users {n Cull{fornia with a
higher peolority to clver water thap HHD to reducn theicr projected
use,

The zuvst cecentl data avaflable leads us to conclude that there §s
4 reasonable probability that Lower Dlviulon uses will te such
thal, MWD wan dlvect at Lhe Cull capacity of {ts aqueduct tor the
entirety of calendar year 1991 without causing reasonashle
benefi{clal consunptive use by malnstrdaam usecs Lo excecd
7,500,000 acre-fuet, 1In llght of thass conditions, and In 1ight .
Of the extcaordlinarlly savere drought which s belng expeclienced
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i re at the full CapaC1ty of its bqueduct for the rﬂlua!“de( of
ajvert ¢ h

calendar year 1991.

' ¢ intention to do all
sfy MWO's needs, It is ou °@
"h1i°w:°cﬁﬁlio°:§iax§ within 7,500,000 acra-lee;u:in;e:igzgdar
ben tcinl consumptive use by wmainstrean use:a durLng & e water
bcgi(l991 To this end, Wa will closelywﬁo?etgo A1) imat
P ¢ In casey (]

c ons and usnas. S water
3?3:§:T;ngl:§:9;ot in coapllance with water entitlements ot

17, we
use and conservatlion requirements contained in §3 CFR 417,
will take appropriate actlon.

dac

¢ the final suprene Court decreo uccoungéggai::?tgzi ::i:n
y 1991 indicate that more than 7,500, Al Vies vested
Yons ed. then we will, by yirtus of thae leqallitornla
cons:: Seccetary, require MHD and any othec gi stornla  mpensate
sont actory exceedling thelr contractual ent! :994 oy A lacer
Uomrh f¢ overuse by the end of calendar year 1994 o ohich ara
fate. : such §s provided for in rules and regqu Elons Whioh A the
iaizg‘developed to address such overuneilng: ::lhwo‘a ornl

. » hed

. ayment® 38 accomplis
2Z:i;:2:zt‘:e212cretlon so long as the overuse ts fully

compensated for.

¢, we are not
decislon for the present year, t

- rgiigé?gqtgl;recedent foc future civer opar:g:gn;ezz fh anich
eutare decree accounting. Thia ls only thelsited 4 s00, 000
Lowe pivision consumptive uses have been 1 m‘ S eSoning rulas
:2::Et°"t' Thua, Mo dace "°¥n‘2.‘2§a933§:3°r3ver admlnistration

ddcrass e n
ans‘::gula:lg?gttoO% these will be made avallable for comment
mna .
the near future. -
He will Xeep you advised of civer operations as the wator Yy
progcrassas.

Sincerely

Donnia B. Underwood
Commissioner

: MHr, James Lochhead
“ L:avonwotth ang tochhead, P.C.
,0. Drawer 20 ]
g\enwood springs, Colorado 81601
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Depacrtnent cf Natural Resouzces
Colorado Water Consecrvatioa Board

Colorado River Basin
Basic Facts

The following informaticn reflects a very simplifi
presentation of Colorado River Basin data and facts aa
not necessarily reflect the final pcsition of the Sta:

ed
4
e
Colorado regarding these matters.

ces

é
¢

This presentation does not waive ary position Coloraéc may

take in the future concecrning any aspect on the interprezztion
of the Law of the River.

Law of the River:

1922 - Colorado River Compact

1928 - Boulder Canyon Project Act

1929 - California Limitation Act

1931 - California Seven Pacrty Water Agreement
1940 - Boulder Canyon Project Adjustment Act
1944 - Mexican Water Treaty

1948 - Upper Colorado River Basin Compact
1956 - Colorado River Storage Project Act
1964 - Arizona v California - U.S. Supreme Court
1968 - Colorado River Basin Project Act

1970 - Long-Range Operating Criteria

Compact Appor tionment

Lower Colorado River Basin States: 7,500,000 af per annum
or 75,000,000 af per 10 year of consunptive use

California 4,400,000 at
Arizona 2,800,000 af
Nevada

300,000 _af

7.500,000 af

Upper Colorado River Basin States: 7,500,000 af* of
consumptive use per annum: additionally the Upper Basin
States will not deplete the flow of the Colorado River at
Lee Ferry below 75 million af in any 10 year period.

Acizona 50,000 af
Colorado 51.75% - 3,079,000 a¢
New Mexico 11.25% - 669,000 af
Utah 23.00% - 1,368,000 af
Wyoming 14.00% - 833,000 af

6,000,000 af

* 1988 Bureau of Reclamation Hydrologic Detecmination:
Physical water supply available to Upper Basin States is only
6,000,000 af and this assumes that the Upper Basin is
responsible for one-half of the Mexican Treaty obligation.
The Upper Basin States do not agree with this assumption
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Mexican Treaty Obligation

Mexico

Historic Consumptive Uses

Lower Basin Statesl/

1,500,000 af

(1,000 a.f.)

1987 1988 1989 1990
California 4,892 5,040 5,145 5,279
Arizona 1,755 1,923 2,230 2,316
Nevada 109 . 29 156 177
6,756 7,092 7,531 7,772
Upper Basin States2/ (1,000 a.f.)
Arizona 42
Colorado 2,300
New Mexico 443
Utah 793
Wyoming 415
3,993
California Priorities V’ (1,000 af)
Agricultural Users (1-2-3) 3.850
Metropolitan Water District (4) 550
4,400
Diversion Capacity (1,000 a.f.) Max. Aver. 1990
Metropolitan Water District 1,339 1,243 1,217
Central Arizona Project 2,171 1,500 779

1/ Most recent preliminary consumptive use values for the Colorado River
Mainstem by the Bureau of Reclamation.

2/ Most recent preliminary consumptive use values by the Bureau of
Reclamation for WY 1981-85, Average
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UNITED STATES
OUPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SUREAU OF SECLAMATION

COLORADO RIVER BASIN
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