
Efforts continue to 
overcome pollution 

from mining industry 
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EAOVILLE- Ask .tnv miner m 10110 ho11 10 ~pdl 
"Arl..an,~" und lh~ repiy might be "EPA." 

lUI.: anyone in Color.Jdo who know~ the land Jnd 
V..Jlcr ~~~UC\ here h011 tO ~pell fC>IOr.JIIOo and the 
lil.cly reply •~ "Ucm trd Smuh." 

A thml-gcncrnti!ln r;md:.:r and rcurc<l lctcnnarian 1~110 ulso 
1\ .a lon~,:umc mcmhcr and olliccr of the Lal.c County Soil 
Con,crva110n Scrv1cc, the 69-ycar-old '' knm•n a~ an out~pol.cu 
guardiar1 of the lo.ntl 11-ho wa, the c.~rly bc;rrcr of a me.1sase no 
one wo.n1..:d 10 hear. 
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the nollun. 

Some blnmcd Smuh when the EPA heard 
anti bcg;m showrng up at old tailing 'itc5. He 
hud been pu~hin~; for government help 10 
dean up Califomr;r Gulch srnl'C 1972. 

l'hc gulch " ,, nutural w.uer-collectron 
'itc where sn011.rnch Jnd muung waste con­
I'Cr~e. then tl011. tnto the r\ri.an">;t; Rrvcr. 
Cahfornr~ Gukh is ahout II mib from 
where the .\rlJrl\.11 b.:1•in1 on Fremom Pass. 

The nunmg wu,tc - 111duding w;ute 
from the Y.U. Tunnel, 11.h1ch b .mold minrng 
d"ch.'l•~c 1unncl -" •o bJu 1ha1 the·EPA 
yean ugo named the CJ.hrotnJJ Gulch one of 
lis Supe11unu 51te• . a ue5r~nauon re<ef\cd 
lor the wnn-1 tn,·uonmeni.U rrobJcm nrc·1~ in 

" In Fcbru:uy of t ')MJ, I j!Ul a .:3.11 from o !clio\\ \'ct who h~d 
goucn an anooymoo> <:>11 . lhe c::allcr <.uti. ·rcu Dr. Smith tl1.u 
ha~ n\oct ~•II run n:d tomorTov. .',. Smuh rcmembc:n 

~La an~ l>chuld, tl:c m·er ""'' ~d all1h.: "'·')' 1o Buena V"tll" 
alter •orncooc ~pulled the plug on tl:.: Yok Tunnel 

ll) \I:!.Kh, the J:::PA hod d.:darr.J tl:c tunnel .tn<J u ,urruund­
'"1! 16·squ>re-m•lc :u-ea of Cuhfomia Gukh...," Superfund >lie. 
Two )'can l:uc.r, ~lit bu1 one nunc luc.J cJo,~·J .111J more thun 
3.500 worl.c,.,. \\ere tettd wuh lindtn;: ne\\ <:..seer>. 

\!any of thorn ~m.IHI con•1r.ccJ lhJI mlnmg >Uil mighl l>c 
\'lahh: 1f A~co, I{C';\Utl't'\.11on au)(j Nc:\\.Hlont tnjnmg comp.tniC:\ 
htuln't hecn hu With llu.: IHJl!C (;0'(\ ur de.arunc. lip olhct Cll.r.IC 
taon method .. Jb.tn..St~ncll tlnal!l~, .sgo. 

Smith •~ 'YOlfloatb::ru.:. l>u1 ~ys lhdinang \a.·orJd pn~.-c.s 1re the 
culpnt belunt.J rnmul¥'' ~okltli\C 

\\'uhout n:ctifymg pullutum prl.>bl~·m\ _ lh<HJ{h. the whole vnl 
ley•!. ruture l\ ltVC,IIt' l ~o:J tl,·,..lU\C! Ch~ lwuJ Will h~ good lor 
notluns but ,ubd_n a\1on_) und \boppm~ nw.ll' 

"\1) ijrandp.lppy h\111><'\ IC<I~cd lh" prnt"=ny 10 1~7'-J," he 
\.Jh.l "J a:rcw up un II, .Iller my t.I.Jdtl)"luaf... it o .. cr I uc-..cr \tl\\ .1 
lis..h l;t\.cn OUI or lhe ri'tlcr Ullttl '4K or '•I'J Then lhe rhcr \ l,tni!U 
c ltolnnJ;: up uller lllllhll¥ , louin! llltWin~ Jown Jn the ·so," 

Hu1 b) then. I he "nr'\t dotntage ltln•:Jd)' I· acl hw:cn tlunc un lhl" 
fmu•lc lotruh 1n the vuiJC")' Muny uf the rundlc \ r.d atop J.:a.nd 
wltu'c 'hnlluw top,ual htdcto )Coin wunh uf llk:tnl·l,,lJcn rc-.;.,_ 
w ... ,hcU Into the \'4IIC) from \luic.:c ntin•n11 before lh ... cum of the 
ttnlury 

SmJth•'l ~o:r .• ·KI(auhcr t 11J f\1.:111 0\'cJ '·•mrtc:, to C,tlor.uro Sr.ll..: 
Coll..:t:C" (nov.: CSI_f) In 190cl h•t un~aly~•'- h\t."n lhcn.. h·· 'htid 
"'Tl···y l..r ,_...,.. n ""•'" h.1J 'IIUI.f nd h ~h.lllatnf lu ,. ro1nc nJ t.h\'u 
••~tn ,,II Ou: n~cr." 

U)· lhc l'Jc.cb.. thruullth Ia.\ worlA\ ,, \ctcrm..trian and''"" the 
curucnauon d1~nl.:t, be h.W u·cn lful tus CJv. 11 ar.J llt't~hb..Jn• 
cahn lolA.In I I'll"' p•up:rly 1( lhey ltf•lH'tf "" ccnoun l&r1oo.h 
dwmc the hnt t\lrro )'an ttlcr ht.nh. Tla·y dt'-'n'l p.~n .J\ nl~h 
•c•tht aM 1l1r.r bun~' \\:tJl•n'l •w.arly a, ~trung ou It ;:y a.bu.lld t>,, he .... <! 

lie 1lv1 ua too nwny cripp)aJ hun<':\ anJ tuukntr.a.J p tp. 
In tbt )"Qtt IIIICC lhcn hr tun t-c-.·-umc Ill\ lllhi('Oiup:l.JC' C"nll.,; 

Ph&h:~c- \\at"r,l•u~t·.! \ 
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Continued from Page lA adding treated sewage, nutrients stick together through thick and 

of mining methods that ruined and other elements to "dead" soil thin, and they decided this negoti- ._. 
pasture and crop land while poi- before planting willows and other ating idea sounded better than liti- ·. · 
soning the river that runs through vegetation that thrives in healthy gation," Smith said. ·. 
it. valley soils. Galant said the state wants to ·::· 

Depending on who's offering . Although ~overnment restora- keep the process open to public. 
an opinion, he's either a folk hero uon efforts will extend all.the way dialogue and scrutiny through j . 

or a well-meaning villain. to Pueblo, most of th~ Sites that monthly· public meetings of the I 
Even many in the EPA and need work ~ear ~advdle already . liaison committee, comprised of-· 

other organizations involved in have bee~ Iden~•fied b¥ the core Jndividuals whose agencies are · 
cleanup or restoratio~ projects yet t~a~, whtch will contmue fu_nc- · d~rectly .. involved with damage · 
to come "will tell you I've been a tiom~g as part of the larger proJect ~:assessmeht and future restoration. 

. . h . . " h . d -· -~ . - now m progress 7' ...... ·•·•• • •. ·: ·.: :4"'l~'·:"~~~ ""~·· ·.k ... H. . ..... - ·- :·E~ A ffl -. 1' 
~~-m m t e ... , .e sat .. , : . .... ~~:\:~The· ·;o·ect it~S&in..; ·;finaitced .. ·~·"~MI e olmes, an o. Ic1a I 
~~·.N9~.ro~tt~!· H1s 9~)y mter~~t alL .. ~.·-: •: .. - .-.P ~ , ....... <·.-· ~: ·.·: ..... < ... ~r~m~.~))enver. ,:w~hQ_:~as p_ee~ .. 
along,-he smd, was·to find the best •..... b.y. the .. EPA and,~t~,~·a . ..Iarger ~nvolved' at Leadville ·Smce 1995, I 
ways to reclaim the land so ranch- degree, by ~esurr~c~Io~, New- said Smith and other core team 1·· 
ers can grow healthy forage to ~ont and Asarco mmmg compa- members . "were behind the con-1·. · · 
feed healthy livestock. Not even ~tes. Go~ernment agenctes · stant push and pressure to get ..... 
native grasses or willows will mvolved mclude the federal everybody to come to the table\ 
grow in some locations now, he Department o~ Natural Re~ources and move these projects forwar~." \. 
said. and many of Its subagenctes, the "They've shown ·a lot of JUSt l· .. 

So, with support from fellow state or Colorado, the Depa~ment plain old common sense and .=: · 

ranchers and other agencies of Agncultu~e and ~u~-agenc1e~. resolve in continuing .to insist that f:':-. 
involved with wildlife or resource . The state IS ~r?vldt~g coord!na- the previou·s work ge~s used, and 1·.::· . 
management, Smith became one t10n and a~mtmstrattve services that we don't reinvent the wheel ~· 
of the leading forces behind for- through Manon Galant of the Co.l- and redo previous studies." · 
mation of the Upper Arkansas orado Depart.ment of Pubhc No matter what the consultant : 
River Restoration Project in 1996. Health and Envtronment. team recommends, the EPA is 

He also became part of a "core She played host at the first bound to be in Leadville for many 
team" that, except for some new meeti~g of the project'~ liaison years to come. 
members from state and federal c?mmtttee last month tn Lead- Smith says that's OK, as long 
government agencies, will be v~lle, whe~e state and federal offi- as most of them are as easy to 
involved in formulating restora- c1als adt;utted the process so f~r work with as Holmes is. 
tion plans for mining damage has deviated from the norm m "He's a '·different breed of cat 
within the Superfund site, and an seve!al ways. i . • when it collles to an EPA person," 
11-mile stretch of the Arkansas . First, the gover~ment agenctes he said. "The big problem now is 
below that site. mvolved · are relymg to a large that they seem to send 'em in lit-

The process has just begun, degree on rese~rch alr~ad~ done ~ers instead of one at a time." 
under two federal laws that gov- by the Restoration ProJect s core~ . . . . . . . . . . . 
ern what happens following ''re- te~m. A team of consultants that 
mediation" or cleanup work. w1ll recommend a final game plan 

But much of the early work and time .schedule will ~se the 
already has been done by Smith ~ore te~m s r~commendat1ons as i 

and the many researchers enoi- tts startmg pomt, rather than con- · 
neers educators and othe;s who ducting redundant studies. .. :: _. ..... . 
have 'been involved with the Res- Smith is pleased by the._. .. _·.::·.·.·· 
toration Project. They already are ap~~oach. . . · 
monitoring test plots that involved They saw that we were gonna.: 

.·: : ', ....... :.; :· .. 


