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EADVILLE — Ask any miner in town how 1o spell
“Arkansas” and the reply might be “EPA."
Ask anyone in Colorado who knows the land and
valcr issues here how 1o spell restoration and the
hikely reply is “Bernard Smith."
A third-generation rancher and rebred veterinarian who also
15 a longtime member and olficer of the Lake County Soil
Conservation service, the OY-year-old is known us an oulspoken
guardian of the land who was the carly bearer of 4 message no
one wanted to hear
some blamed Smith when the EPA heard
and began showing up at ol tarling sites. He
had been pushing for government help 1o
clean up California Guleh since 1972
The gulch is natural  water-collection
stte where snowmelt and mining wasle con-
verge, then flow into the Arknnsas River
California Guleh s iout' |l miles from
where the Arkansas begins on Fremont Pass
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from the Yak Tunnel, which is an old mining
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of mining methods that ruined
pasture and crop land while poi-
soning the river that runs through
1t.

Depending on who’s offering
an opinion, he’s either a folk hero
or a well-meaning villain.

Even many in the EPA and
other organizations involved in
cleanup or restoration projects yet
to come “will tell you I've been a
pain in the ...,” he said. -

5 wNO. matter, His only uiterest all .
along, ‘he said, was to find the best «-

ways to reclaim the land so ranch-
ers can grow healthy forage to
feed healthy livestock. Not even
native grasses or willows will
grow in some locations now, he
said.

So, with support from fellow
ranchers and other agencies
involved with wildlife or resource
management, Smith became one
of the leading forces behind for-
mation of the Upper Arkansas
River Restoration Project in 1996.

He also became part of a *“‘core
team” that, except for some new
members from state and federal
government agencies, will be
involved in formulating restora-
tion plans for mining damage
within the Superfund site, and an
11-mile stretch of the Arkansas
below that site.

The process has just begun,
under two federal laws that gov-
ern what happens following “re-
mediation” or cleanup work.

But much of the early work
already has been done by Smith
and the many researchers, engi-
neers, educators and others who
have been involved with the Res-
toration Project. They already are
monitoring test plots that involved

©T.now in pl’Ogl‘CSS T

adding treated sewage, nutrients
and other elements to “dead” soil
before planting willows and other
vegetation that thrives in healthy
valley soils.

Although government restora-
tion efforts will extend all the way
to Pueblo, most of the sites that
need work near Leadville already
have been identified by the core
team, which will continue func-
tioning as part of the Iarger pro'ect

‘The_ project is - bem

g-ﬁnanced
y “the. EPA and, to, a larger

"d'egree, by Resurrecnon, New-

mont and Asarco mining compa-
nies. Government agencies
involved include the -federal
Department of Natural Resources
and many of its subagencies, the
state of Colorado, the Department
of Agriculture and sub-agencies.

The state is providing coordina-
tion and administrative services
through Marion Galant of the Col-
orado Department of Public
Health and Environment.

She played host at the first
meeting of the project’s liaison
committee last month in Lead-
ville, where state and federal offi-
cials admitted the process so far
has deviated from the norm in
several ways. .

First, the government agencies
involved , are relying to a large
degree on research already done

- liaison committee, comprised of

‘directly - involved with damage | -
'-assessment and future restoration. |

stick together through thick and
thin, and they decided this negoti- | -
ating idea sounded better than liti- |-’
gation,” Smith said.
Galant said the state wants to|"
keep the process open to public!
dialogue and scrutiny throughi
monthly public meetings of the

individuals  whose agencies are}

;ngke Holmes, ‘an"EPA official
“from ., Denver , who ;.has -been!.
-mvolved at Leadvxlle since 1995,
said Smith and other core team;’
members “were behind the con-| 3

"stant push and pressure to get

everybody to come to the table l,

~and move these projects forward.’ \ '

“They’ve shown ‘a lot of just | -
plain old common sense and
resolve in continuing to insist that | .
the previous work gets used, and |
that we don’t reinvent the wheel |
and redo previous studies.” ‘

No matter what the consultant
team recommends, the EPA is
bound to be in Leadville for many
years to come.

Smith says that’s OK, as long
as most of them are as easy to
work with as Holmes is.

“He’s a ‘different breed of cat

- when it comes to an EPA person,”

he said. “The big problem now is
that they seem to send ‘em in lit-
ters instead of one at a time.”

by the Restoration Project’s core— |

team. A team of consultants that
will recommend a final game plan
and time schedule will use the
core team's recommendations as |

its starting point, rather than con- |

ducting redundant studies.

Smith is pleased by the

approach.
“They saw that we were gonna




