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Second Regular Session

Sixty-second General Assembl
LLS NO. 00-1064.01 Bart Miller SENATE BILL 00-215

STATE OF COLORADO

BY SENATORS Evans and Powers;
also REPRESENTATIVE McElhany.

A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING STATE PLANNING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS RELATED TO
POPULATION GROWTH, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH,
DIRECTING THE COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD TO
STUDY INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES AND
ORGANIZATIONAL REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH

SUCH PLANNING.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not necessarily reflect any amendments that may be subsequently
adopted.)

Declares that, in order to plan for the growth in water supply
demands caused by Colorado's population growth, in addition to
alternatives already studied by the Colorado water conservation board,
other infrastructure possibilities should be considered. Under the current
authority of the Colorado water conservation board, requires the board to
solicit proposals and recommend to the general assembly by December
15, 2002, the development of a water supply project consisting of
integrated water infrastructure facilities that will result in the delivery of
water to the eastern and western slopes. Sets forth parameters for the
project.

Specifies that the board's recommendation to the general assembly
shall take the form of a feasibility study containing certain information.
Specifies that the general assembly, if it accepts the project recommended
by the board, shall approve a funding plan for the project that may
involve funding from the Colorado water conservation board construction
fund.

Capital letters indicate new material to be added to existing statute.
Dashes through the words indicate deletions from existing statute.



O 00 N N W A WO e

et b ek b ek bt e
A W WD = O

Requires the board to carry out development of the project if
approved by the general assembly. Authorizes the board to contract out
operation of the project with the board exercising ultimate oversight.
Authorizes the board to issue water supply contracts for water from the
project, but grants first priority to a proponent whose project is accepted
by the board in whole, or in part, under this act. Grants the board
rule-making authority concerning the project.

Requires that the board study its current membership and permits
it to recommend to the general assembly the reorganization of the board
and changes in its organizational structure in order to carry out the
integrated water infrastructure facilities contemplated under this bill.
Provides that any such recommendations shall be communicated in
writing to the general assembly with possible legislative changes to
implement such recommendations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. Article 60 of title 37, Colorado Revised Statutes, is
amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:
37-60-122.3. Development of Colorado river water supply -
legislative declaration - rules. (1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY
FINDS, DETERMINES, AND DECLARES THAT, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION
THE UNRELIABILITY OF NONRENEWABLE GROUNDWATER, IN ORDER TO
PLAN FOR THE GROWTH IN WATER SUPPLY DEMANDS CAUSED BY
POPULATION GROWTH ACROSS THE STATE, WATER INFRASTRUCTURE, IN
ADDITION TO THE ALTERNATIVES STUDIED UNDER THE COLORADO WATER
CONSERVATION BOARD'S METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY INVESTIGATION,
MUST BE EVALUATED. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF
THE STATE'S NEW POPULATION GROWTH, THE COLORADO WATER
CONSERVATION BOARD, UNDER .ITS GENERAL WATER PLANNING
AUTHORITY, SHALL SOLICIT PROPOSALS FOR AND RECOMMEND TO THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY DECEMBER 15, 2002, THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
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FORESEEABLE FUTURE NEEDS, BUT WHICH IN NO EVENT EXCEEDS
THIRTY-THREE PERCENT OF THE WATER THAT IS DELIVERED ON AN
AVERAGE ANNUAL BASIS TO WATER DIVISIONS 1 AND 2;

(i) CoMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 37-60-122.2.

(2) THE BOARD'S RECOMMENDATION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES UNDER THIS
SECTION SHALL TAKE THE FORM OF A FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO
SECTION 37-60-122 (1) (c). THE RECOMMENDATION SHALL CONTAIN BUT
NOT BE LIMITED TO A TIMELINE FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE INTEGRATED
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES INCLUDING AN ANALYSIS OF ANY
POTENTIAL IMPEDIMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH OBTAINING ANY NECESSARY
FEDERAL PERMITS.

(3) IF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPROVES THE INTEGRATED WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES RECOMMENDED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION,
IT SHALL ALSO APPROVE STATE FUNDING PLANS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT
REQUIRE FUNDING FROM THE COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD
CONSTRUCTION FUND.

(4) (a) UPON APPROVALBY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION, THE BOARD SHALL DEVELOP, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN THE
INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ITS POWERS CONTAINED WITHIN THIS ARTICLE, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO SECTIONS 37-60-106, 37-60-115 (1) (b), 37-60-119 (1) AND
(2),37-60-120, AND AS AUTHORIZED IN THIS SUBSECTION (4).

(b) TO THE EXTENTREASONABLY POSSIBLE AND CONSISTENT WITH
THE OWNERSHIP INTERESTS IDENTIFIED IN THIS SECTION, THE BOARD

SHALL DEVELOP THE INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES IN
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ACCORDANCE WITH THE TIMELINE CONTAINED IN THE BOARD'S
RECOMMENDATION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(c) THE BOARD MAY ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF THE INTEGRATED
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES, BUT THE BOARD SHALL RETAIN
ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCH DEVELOPMENT, OPERATION, AND
MAINTENANCE. THE BOARD SHALL EITHER ACQUIRE AND MAINTAIN
OWNERSHIP OF THE INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES,
INCLUDING ALL ASSOCIATED INTERESTS IN LAND, RIGHTS-OF-WAY, AND
WATER RIGHTS DETERMINED TO BE NECESSARY TO MEET THE
REQUIREMENTS OF PARAGRAPHS (a) AND (b) OF THIS SUBSECTION (4), OR
ENTER INTO CONTRACTS WITH THE OWNERS OF SUCH LANDS, WATER
RIGHTS, OR FACILITIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEETING SUCH
REQUIREMENTS.

(d) THE BOARD OR ITS CONTRACTORS SHALL EXECUTE WATER
SUPPLY CONTRACTS WITH WATER USERS IN WATER DIVISIONS 1, 2, 4, AND
5 TO ENABLE WATER FROM THE INTEGRATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
FACILITIES TO BE APPLIED TO BENEFICIAL USE. THE OWNER OF ANY
FACILITY WATER RIGHTS OR PROPOSED FACILITY THAT IS, IN WHOLE OR IN
PART, INCLUDED BY THE BOARD IN THE INTEGRATED WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES SHALL RECEIVE FIRST PRIORITY TO WATER
SUPPLY CONTRACTS TO MEET THE REASONABLY ANTICIPATED NEEDS OF
SUCH INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY WITHIN ITS EXISTING OR PLANNED SERVICE
AREA AS DETERMINED BY THE BOARD IN ITS REASONABLE DISCRETION.

(e) ANY WATER COURT PROCEEDINGS NECESSARY TO MEET THE

PURPOSES OF AN APPROVED PROJECT, INCLUDING ANY CHANGE OR
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