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VRLfnCIH [ounrY [ommiSSIOnfRS 
LOS LUNAS, NEW MEXICO 

LLIE B. JARAMILLO MILTON B. SANCHEZ 

COUNTY MANAGER AIRMAN 

LI'RI:D M. CHAVEZ 

:K CHAI .. MAN 

I'IIN AP'ODACA 

'M.II:R 

Mr. Millard K. Neptune 
Director 

December 13, 1971 

Economic Development Administration 
702 Colorado Street 
Austin,Texas 78701 

Dear Mr. Neptune: 

With reference to your correspondence of July 6, 1971, 
qualifying Valencia County for EDA area designaticn, the 
Valencia County Economic Development Committee is pleased to 
submit an "Organization and Plan for Valencia County's Overall 
Economic Development Program, 1971", prepared in accordance 
with EDA criteria and requirements. This program was prepared 
for partial fulfillment of the requirement for designation as 
a Title I area under the Public Works and Economic Development 
Act of 1965. Request is hereby made for approval of the OEDP, 
and formal "designation" as a Title I area. 

As you will note in the program, our committee has been 
organized to represent a broad cross section of citizen, com
munity, professional, and other possible interests in our county. 
The committee members are currently in the process of identifying 
potential projects, and upon your formal "designation" of Valencia 
County, we plan to establish project priorities and form project 
task forces. The committee has been charged with implementation 
and coordination of the OEDP prepared for the county-wide area. 

To the maximum extent possible, we are coordinating our 
development efforts with other members of our Middle Rio Grande 
Council of Governments and other grc:ups concerned with areawide 
development activities, such as our Resource Conservation and 
Development District, the State Department of Development and 
local industrial development agencies. We are also extremely 
enthusiastic about your recent recommendation to the Assistant 
Secretary, EDA, to authorize the COG four-county area as a pro
visional district. This arrangement will most certainly enhance 
and strengthen our development efforts in Valencia County, as 
well as our region. 

Since'rely yours, 

(~//- '/ .· ;h/t.~:. v3- ~~7 ~~ t- .i-t 
/... . '. ___ / 

Gillie Jaramillo 
Chairman 
Valencia County Economic 

Development Commi tt.ee 
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VRLfnCIH CounTY Comrn1ss1onfRS 
LOS LUNAS, NEW MEXICO 

':;ILLIE B. JARAMILLO 

W'LFRED M. CHAVEZ 

lfP,("'I[ CHAIRMAN 

EFRI.N APODACA 

Honorable Bruce King 
Governor 
State of New Mexico 
Capitol Building 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Governor King: 

December 13, 1971 

MILTON B. SANCHEZ 
COUNTY MANAGER 

The Valencia County Economic Development Committee is 
pleased to present our "Organization and Plan for Valencia 
County's Overall Economic Development Program, 1971," (OEDP) 
for your review and endorsement to the Economic Development 
Administration. This program was prepared by standing com
mittees made up of elected officials, community interests 
and minority groups representing all parts of our county, so 
that all viewpoints were considered in program formulation. 

This program was prepared as partial fulfillment of 
the requirement for designation as a Title I area under the 
Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965. We are 
also submitting as of this date, to Mr. Millard K. Neptune, 
Director, Economic Development Administration in Austin, 
Texas, a request for approval of the OEDP, and formal "desig
nation" as a Title I area in accordance with Economic Develop
ment Administration criteria. 

Coordination of our development efforts with other 
members of our Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments, and 
other groups involved with areawide development activities, 
such as our Resource Conservation and Development District, 
local industrial development agencies, State Department of 
Development and State Planning Office, will assure compatibility 
of programs once the State Planning and Development District No. 3 
is designated as an Economic Development District. 

Your early endorsement of this program to Mr. Neptune will 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
7 c'·.. . .. -~ /-c-7 <. ? ,1' 

,· -,;k.--t(!_;;, ~~ d?.::~--7-z+ ?L-; 
/ Gillie Jaramillo·-----

Chairman 
Valencia County Economic 

Development Committee 



VHLfnCIH CounrY CommiSSIDnfRS 
L08 LUNAS. NIEW MIEXJCO 

1.1! 11 .. llllliiMILl o MILTON B. SANCHEZ 

COUNTY MANAGER IN·MAN 

P'RED M. CHAVEZ 

CHAIRMAN 

&N APODACA December 13, 1971 
erR 

Mr. Harry E. Kinney 
Chairman 
Middle Rio Grande Council 
of Governments 

505 Marquette N. W. 
Suite 1320 
Albuquerque, New .Mexico 87101 

Dear Mr. Kinney: 

The Valencia County Economic Development Committee is 
pleased to formally present our Overall Economic Development 
Program, 1971, (OEDP) to the Middle Rio Grande Council of 
Governments. We are, at the same time, submitting the program 
to Governor Bruce King for his endorsement and to the Economic 
Development Administration for their acceptance as a basis for 
formal designation of Valencia County as an Economic Development 
Area. 

We would like to acknowledge the efforts of the many 
~itizens of Valencia County who worked diligently in creating 
our ·economic development organization and prepariP.g this pro
gr.:\m, We would also like to recognize the support. and assis
tance of the Council of Governments' staff in the development 
and publication of our OEDP. 

Throughout. the development of this program, our objective 
vras to develop an organization and plan that would provide a 
continuous and active base for economic development in Valencia 
t;ounty and, at the same time, be a compatible and an integral 
part of an Economic Development District within the Council of 
Governments region. 

The Council of Governments' review and endorsement of 
this program will be most appreciated. 

Sin9erely yours, 

Gillie Jararn
1
1'1-to- · 

r::'h·'lirman 
Valencia County Economic 

Development Commi tt.ee 
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;iO\Ji 11'i'CJTERN ~~GIONAl OP'I'"If.:C 

IOl. C:OL.ORA-00 ITREE'!' 

""UITIN. TEXA!:t 7170' 

He- ;,::-;J.:.;. _ '>illa B. ,:-ar;unillo 
.; ::.2.._.:-:-:,~ .. -:. .3:::.-a:d oi ~ounty 

; -~:7~~ 2. '3 s~o~-3rs 

V~lE~ci~ County C:urthouse 
.n~:dn, New Mexico 87002 
L 

Dear Mr. Jaramillo: 

va:encia County now qualifies for EDA designation as a 
Tit:!.e I Area unde:.: -:.he P~blic l·Torks and Economic 
Dev~lo?re8nt Act of 1965. If you wish the county to be 
c ::=::..::::i.c;.lly ::l.esic;nated, it will be nec\:::s::>.:•ry to sub:nit an 
Ov~:...a:l Economic Development Prograr:~ ( OEDP) for the 
COUP-:.y. "'O r.9lp J:'OU i:: ::he; preparation :,f th.i.o uOCU!T'.ent, 
we are Encl~sing a Gui2e For Area Overall Econo~ic 
Ueve) op:··:o~ t P~ogrG.r:'.s a:::1d ou~ GuiCe lin~ For 1v1inori ty 
Repr~scn~acion. ior additional assistance you may wish 
to call upon one of the officials listed below: 

Mr. Keith M. Dotson, State Planning Officer 
New Mexico Stat8 Pla~ning Office 
State Capitol 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Tel: (503) 827.:.2316 

!1r. L. W. Curfman 
.Sconomic Development Administration 
P~O. Box 2387 
Santa Fe, ~ew Mexico 87501 

Tel: (50") 982-3801 Ext. 445 

..... 
< 

Wnen you l-..1·:-e the OEDP in draf~ form, we shall be gla 
to revi :w '. prior to your pub.!..:..shing it in its final 
form. . 
Very tr'.1ly ·~ours, 

~~1-"VV"'""'o 1:.:: ~ 
'"~~ 

R. G. Chappell, Chief 
Plannin~ ~ivision 
Southwes~ern Region, EDA 

cc: 
E 

New Mexico Sta~e Planning Office 
Econo~ic Develop~ent Representative 
Cf=ice of Development Ors~nizations 

-, 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230 

.!UN 1 7 197\ 

Ho11orable Gille B. Jaramillo 
Ch;drman, Board of County 

Commissioners 
Valencia County Courthouse 
Belen, New Mexico 87002 

~a): m ' Jaramillo: 

On. the bMSis of unemployment data provided by the U. S. Department 
of Labor, we have determined that Valencia County statistically 
qualifies for designation as a Title I area under the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-136). 

Before the county can be designated, a prerequisite for obtaining 
financial assistance under the Act, we will need a statement from 
the county indicating that it is interested in participating in 
the EDA program Also, the EDA Regional :office which serves your 
State must have a currently acceptable OVerall Economic Develop
ment Program (OEDP) for the county. A representative of our 
Southwestern Regional Office, the Director of which is Mr. Millard K. 
Neptune, 702 Colorado Street, Austin, Texas 78701, will be in 
contact ~ith you soon to assist you in meeting these requirements. 

tf you h,r,r,a m:y questions, please contact the EDA Economic Develop
men.t Represent.ative for your area, Mr. Leonard W. Curfman, New 
~ederal Office Building, Room 3010, Federal Place, Post Office 
Box 2387, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. 

~ ~~~~~~ 
ThomaR S. Francis 
Director. Office of 
n~velopment Organizations 

v 
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V:.der1cia County citizEns i'UI(l county, ::::ity aud. other go•l.~rnnPrial t:.ni.~.s 

t Pt;r:-qni 7.e the neec: for lony-range areawide Dlann:i.n(J and deve.L:)pJT!f'ni. !: · ,, 

r:ecoan.i.:.r.e the need for compr·~J-wnsi re. plans for orderly gro...,th and c'k v•·l('''

IH€'Ot. 

The emphasis today on e'llrirnmue.Ptal enhanceine:nt, Rur'il lL:f";'s l)e~.·.·: ··;}

r;,ent, Community Rescu.J:.ca Devel(jl;) 1cr:t, and multi. :jnrisdi•::ti')l·l·;_ J·larll· i··'? ··rnde 

it imperative t:hat. a general ov- ' statement on t:he econom.i.,~ •;,tau.•· oi. 

Val"!·noia County be 'S'tlml'l'farizt~d. 'J'he n~ed fo.r f~conc,nlic assis 1:ii".-:P il' ·~"''rlnn-

... , ···.r.LJ:.L+_y, e;ounty, and ii.r.~a ::'lc:ms also p;::-u;'.ll'~.E(. the '.un.i.';J<ir•, ·~' "'''' 

·"!'' e 
f).i' ~.he u~cd fen. art:a-wide pianni•:'J 'I'hR ·f -,), ... !"' of rnan.,r c:·)J'lJ!l'•n; ,_;e,· '.J t..ll8 

Middle Rio Grande area through the cccrdination of the Cou:1cil c;f GO"'"'"L·n

m~·,t~:'i ~PIG) for future plan11 i.ny nne development also focuses un the rv ·ri tr)r 

l:h.ifl t:r pe <)f comprehensive planning. This type regional planning includPs 

such ar9a!'l a.s soil interpretations, water and sewer, open space, transporta

tion systems, and projecting future needs. 

l!aJ.enci'l ~--:·.0.ty is in a unique situation, both geographica1ly and ero

n::.rn:i ·:ally. to avail L:.:;:;lf of any available finand al aid Hhich may h<-

ava.ila.i•le through Economic Development Administration (EDA) and oth·~.o: ' 1 ,,1 

i.~'l': ag(m<:J.t>s. The proxim~ty of thE' county to a roa.jor P.conomic deve 1. ':-'~'1"?llt 

r.>..~~~~:!'P:· ''l.U(1 t.xaining center, Alhuquerque, pl;'ovides the potential for t:)1· 

<l!?•TP.~OTJV.lP.nt .,f its human and n,,t-t'Jal resources. This places Valencia c,mnty 

:i ;1. n •re~y a{lvantagaous posi.t:ion. 

For exe-mpje, Valencia Connt:y has many untapped re3ources. The::;:" '''. 

•: ~ ,,r!e Ht•~ fC' U owing: 

a. Unused agricultural land; 

h. A surplus of labo~; 

c. Mineral resources; 

t~. AvaiJ able 'mdergroupf'l water supplies; 

1::!. ·J.•,,u~ist and recreaticn e>ttractions, along wit.l1 many ae<:tlle':.i•; 

-pot<Jn tial c:;; and, 

'}c,t.ential ma-.:-kets fo1: raw and intermediate product~s. 

1;.i~ r··ames only>~. few of t.he many possibilitieo:; that could!-),~ 

:<'1 . .-.n·:.i_a ·~ounty a1vi its m1.•r'''"'5~~3lities had Il'C're assistar'C'E' wi• 1 

--v,,; r ·''~v"!lopment afforts tlu.o·.1gh adequate financing. 

·, 

n > ·r.u.ld also help iP.~rFc·Pe th ~ low annual mean fanily inco'l1~ ;mli 
... 

~ 
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JOINT RESOLUTIO£~ OF THE COUl~TY OF VALENCI.ll. 

AND THE ;.w;HCIPALITIES OF 

BELEN, GRANTS, LOS LUm,;, AND MILAN, NEN NEXICO 

WHEP-.EJ,s, the Congress of Ll.e United States has provided for 
assistartcc t-" q110lified areas iiL thcl rublic \vo . .rks dnd Economic De·· 
velopmcnt: Ac::t, nnd 

WHEW AS, it appears that Valencia County qualifies as a n~dc
velnpment area within the meaning of Section 401 ot the Public ~vorks 
~nd Economic Development Act, and 

HHEREAS, it appears that it \'''- · :0 b·~ in the best i nter:es'::. of the 
County and its politic:-::.1 subdivisions to have a committ<:!e 1vhi:~h rerr<;;· 
scnts all of the residents within t·he Co'..-:nty, 

tJ' > • T:JI:.LEFOP.F BE IT RESC•i..V';.::D that then~ is Lf t?'::'/ ~~n at~~d ilL 

'!ll!"'Ja.U. t.r•:)n~lr•i:~ Dcv>?l•JpDt3J1t Pr•)9l'on ('('(ll,;n:;::ee fc•t tb2 flllr 1::>o~ ,·~· l·crE:t1·
_,rte.r s.:l :::··Jth. 

BE I'l' FUI~THER RESOLVED that duly elected officials of the re
'1?~-·:tive political subdivisions shall be members of the Overall Econom.ic 
• .k.' ,, Lopmert Progr'lm Committee. It is recognized that by the creation 
·.•f an Ovetall Econo;nic Development Program Committee that this resolution 
constitutes an endorsement of the creation of said committee for the 
purposes hereinafter set forth, and each of said respective political 
st<bdivisions recognize that the committee exists independently of said 
1101 i ti.cal s\Wdi visin,.s and that said cornmi ttee shall be autonomous .. 

:.n:: IT FURTHE.?. l'.ESOI,VED that to the extent provided by law, the 
aoa.r·~ of t:v~ County Cornmissioners of Valencia County, New ~-Ie:rico and t.he 
·r~ r1., • ssioners, Trustees, and Councilmen of the Cornrnuni ties of Belen, 

"' s 1 Tpc. ~·ln,u• and i1i lan, shall assist the Overall Economic Development 
:. :-:· .,. • em ~"',yr-r.i ':tee in the furtherance of its work in promoting area d8-
<;~"!!rj;:.•ment in ardor to achieve more effect.ive economic growth of the a::ea, 
~ h·'J'~ by reducing the impact of unemployment on the area. Each of the 
1 •• ,. • , .. ~; ., ~ I''"'l.:_ 4 _:_ .,;.,1 subdivisions rr~cY_J.u zes that b·r ti1e creation of 
,;a .. ' cc.mmi Ltee 1 noJ'"Je of the respective )Oli tical subdivisions have con
. .:c'l or responsibJ.J.i.t::r ever said committee, nor is said cornntittee an 
FcljT·r~t' of any of the respective politi(}al)sUb'divisions. 

n~~ IT FUR'J'HER RESOLVED that each' of' the members of t.he respect.i.ve 
1· 1_;_j 1 i. :c.1l subdivisions are hereby encourc;ged to orqam.ze said cornmi tt12e 
\l'. ~;:.L:rr et manner t.hat it will be fully re'presentatiue of the whole corn
P-'.l''; .. j sn t.hat all viewpoints arc consic1cred in its discussion and de-
<;.;-·•·n• ''la'-:iw_r Representation will be il.sEured to workers, busin"'!sses 

••ti ,,;l."'J.i.ty qre>ups and :.vill engage all local skills in such field;; as 
, ·.:l1'i .... _ ;_·)r;, soc. ~oJ..ogy, econoBics and engineering.* The ft·ncti'Jns or t.hc 

. ' l' I' '' I' r,:i 11 inc.Ludc but not be llrnit.ed to the following: 

t -.-:,"' •·•• 

r ..... ,... ·:,•, 

'''l 
ll. 

Initiate a~d sponsor action in the preparation of an OveraJ.l 
;,,,,,~ 1 c-pr:ent. .!?rogr·am for Valencia County, New i·lexico; 

,. . -~··• c::->rr,mi tm':!nts pur:;uar.t to th~ Economj c Developmen': ;,rea 
• i r 1 t.i. :>t.ed by the United States Department of Cc·rnm.erc-~, 

SG<nl~Or ,rojec~ proposals· 

Rr.:il'"'"' t "lnd accept the bcn£~ii ts under the Public r.vorks and 

: · 1 ·l1S•I be asr>ureC: 
'<J:mty .. 
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Recommend appropriate agencies to acquire, disburse, a11.ocate, 
hor>·ow and otherwise handle funds; 

i;..:;c.:ommend appropric t~ CJ.gen cies to purchase. lea.:;e, sell 'r 
'.>'-llf~rwi se c-cc1uire both real 'md personal property, and 

r:ecomntend establishment. of legally binding relationships with 
ot:hc> cl'•.JR1Li.zations. 

19?1. 
EXECUTED as an original document th;..s l~1i day of _tt)~]~!:_ _-' 

VILLAGE OI;>JIILAN ~. 

~, ' -yzl' ... 
B~~~-1 ..:1~---'~-

/ 

State of New, Mnico } SS 
County of Va1encta 
This i~strurr.ent was filed ior r, ,·; c.:; 

.,:tp ~~o.- 1 ~11971 .... 
At.. .o'cir,.:k .. f 1•1. R2cord 1r. • J 
nf recr.r,:s of S3il ~0u •t; ro' 0 
PATTY C,. ArUvU~· , Coct::Ly C :r.\ .. ( {1c · 1.1.: ·~~. -G,,•r.; 
• •••• • • •• • • • • . • .. • r 

Fee'~ .. ~ .. ~c.# ............. . ;va:·n-<./ 
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ti, ORGMUZATION AND MEMBERSHIP 
, ___ ..,.,~ ------· 

The Valencia County Overall Economic Development Program (OEDP) Com

mittee is comp~s8d of elected officials and appointed representatives on 

a county-·wide basis. The committee represents each major economic sector 

. of the local economy, each principal politic2.l jurisdiction, and each 

;;d.gr•ificant minority group. Also, the mewl:erEhip reflects the fields ot 

edlJCation, economics, and social and technical capabilities for planning 

and project development. 

Thi F- ~f:W''l·:.:~t~c iuitiated the revisi.:.:n and up-dating of the :1ri.·~}.nal 

:...:i' ~l).,;~ur.t"rit printer'l in 1962. The corrmdt+:eP will lei'\~ :iT developi.nq nl'ri 

r .... .r.,t in1.1ir•'J ~r,tj.rm programs. 

The Chairman of the Valencia County OEDP Co1nmittee is Mr. Gillie 

J>•r'!t:ni Uo who iP Chairman of the Valencia County Board of County Commis

·'li.c.;C'le.rs. Nine Cl..!rnmittees were named to accomplish the goals and objectives 

in the revision of the County OEDP. 

The committee, in addition to the preparation of the OEDP will have 

.!:)on'c.in':liXJ.g functions in project development. These will include: 

a. To mea~ure progress toward developing of goals; 
,... To corU.nue t.o 'plan and carry ont p.'t'oject development; 

c. To make. chao.ges in program priorities and dir:ection; 

(1 .• To search out and evaluate problem areas that need attention 

,.,cu .. on; 

t·, 1'0 set \.1P tar.;k force activities; and 

L To follow through on action projects. 

and 

Th .. Va.lencia County Board of Commissioners adopted the revised OEDP ·'lt 

.~ ~ ~ 1 "7''lar. meeting on November 1, 1971. The plan was subsequently approved 

.·."' h.d~•pted at a special meeting on November 15, 1971, _?y the EDA 

: "ti ,.tte~, tne official governing body. 

F ·1J~~<i.ng a.:re +:he ·Economic Development AJsociation Committee Members~ 

· ,., ~ J lie: Jaramillo, Chairman 
• ·:: 

1 t':~"~.: i ''· county C•:>mmission 

iJd~l It!h~t, Vice-Chairman 

~eliton Sanchez, Secretary 
.·-c ·':'!tv ""·'lnaqer 

"·' t t.ony R.omo, General Committee Chairman 
!:'~. M, "Mitch" Wells, Coordinating Chairman 

A -

X 

-

B c : l~ - -
X X 

X X ~ 

X X -
X X 

AL- .X.. ... 
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Education Committee: 

Bernard Baca, Chairman 
Supt. Los Lunas Consolidated Schools 

Manuel McBride 
Supt. Grants Municipal Schools 

John Aragon 
Supt. Belen Consolidated Schools 

Max Lopez 
Grants Municipal Schools 

Alfonso Espinosa 
Grants Municipal Schools 

Agriculture Committee: 
Anthony Rome, Chairman 
County Extension Agent 

Jessie Fitzgerald 
Assistant County Extension Agent 

Abe M. Pena 
Rancher 

Arthur Togami 
Farmer 

Eli Storey 
Farmer 

Benny P. Chavez 

Industrial Committee: 
Lew~s Bishop, Chairman 
Horizon Land Corporation 

Clyde Pascual, Acoma 

Salvador Milan 
Mayor of Milan 

Frank Seminara 
President, Belen Chamber of Commerce 

Community Facilities: 
Barry Webber, Chairman 
City Manager, Grants 

Earl Pride 
Administrative Assistant to City Manager, 
Gr-ants 
Emiliano Castillo 
Mayor of Los Lunas 

Richard Aragon 
City Manager, Belen 

James Barber (Deceased) 
Publisher, Grants Daily Beacon 

Augustine Archuleta 
Village Clerk, Los Lunas 

A B c D E - - - - -
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X X 

X X 

!.. X !x X 
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X X 
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Huroa,n Resources: 
Mrs. Earl Lassiter, Chairman 
I~cting Dire.:: tor ri, t. S. S., Belen 

Mrb. Aubrey Notman, Chairman 
county Home Agent 

Ernest Hart, Direc~or 
Employment Security Ccnunission, Grants 

Edward I4on tano 
Director, H. & s. s., Grants 

Cele Padilla 
Office of Economic Opportunity 

UHe Committee: 
,JJ.m-Tai:~Jm. ·chai,._·mor> 
District ~onservationi•t 
Sui j_ Conservation Sen Lc~ 

Eulogio.Maestas 

A. R. Card 

Abe Swisher 

Austin Lovett 

Mining Cc.Jr.w.i de~~.' 
Salvador Milan, Chairman 
Mayor of M.D.an 

Tam Dailey 
Governor of Laguna 

'l:?t.tt Revell, 
Ultrd-Morble, Inc. 

Recreation and Tourism Committee: 
Mark Olson, Chairman 

Toribio Pez:ea 
Recreation Director, Los Lunas 

rr,msportation Committee: 
--· Hollis Wilson, Chairman 

E. M. "Mitch" Wells 

Key tc1 Representative Sectors: ' 

A Agricultural and Lnnd Use 
~ Business and Economic 
C. Cultural Minority 
D Elected and Publi~ Official 
v Education and T~~1ni~al 

~ ~ £tQ.I}?· 
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III. THE DEVELOPtrillNT AREA AND ECONOI\.f'i 

A. DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA 

1. GENERAL 

Valencia County is locat.ed in the Wfcstern portion of New Mexico. The 

county is bounded on Ute east by the t<anz~mo Mountains and stretches west 

to the Arizona-New Mexico s·tate line, a <':.stance of approximately 150 

miles. Bernalillo and M~Kii:.lc::y countit::s J.•orCier Va,i.enci.a County on the 

north and Socorro and Catrc...n counties _ ~-y souti1. The county is approx-

imately 50 miles wide, uort.h and soul:~!, <>X "t& widest point, thus making 

i :: ._.3senti3.l '.y recta,· ~:t·LL:: sh2pe. I·tle'.< c. County coilta'.n~ 3, 620,480 acre:.s 

or.5,657 square miles, nt<k:iHj it 'he ~:i,.,.·, ..•. argest c:.PtrLf iu the state. 

The topography of Lb.. cc..unty 's l.ar;.,j p:l c ~r r 3 m:1ny variathms --· majes

tic mountains riddled v:i th narrow steeil c; nyor•s, high ;:;emi-arid plateaus, 

rolling mesa land which in most i..nst.ances £,lopes towa.-r-ds the relatively 

level, fertile river valleys. The irric:F'l.'CE?,d valley land lies along both 

sides of the Rio Graude varying L1 wid til. ~(rom one mile to over five miles. 

Thers are some areas with undulating surfaces which have, or will require, 

considerable leveL.n:J !'.E.. :ore t:hey can be .. r:;_·iga.ted e:fficiently. The ir

rigable lands are bad~y inLb~L~6rsed by v~:ying sized bodies of lands 

unsu.itod for irrigation development. '•'qe 7;•1ni Mountains in the western 

port ion of the countj,' help in providing w.:'J.t:B:r· supply for irrigation. In 

general, Valencia Couniy is considered t~ be a part of the large western 

int"·r-mountain p La c:c: 111. of th.e Uni ted yi~at. g. Drainage is provided by the 

Rio Grande, Rio J?ue:r cu, •:u; Sc~n J(:,s"' , ~ .Jn :. RivE:r and t .• 1.eir tributaries. 

Elevation above sec. level in the ::o·u.nty ranges from 11,389 feet at the 

pec--.k of Mt. 'l'aylor in vlest Valencic:> . .::'Jt.mty ·.;;.o approximately 4, 750 feet at 

the southern extremi i.::; of i h~:: county o Ei.•,!"ations at the maJor cities are 

as follows: Belen, 48CO feet; Grants, 64G4 feet; Los Lunas, 4840 feet. 

There are five I.1a.:.a:. RcservatioHe:; r· portions thereof within the 

boundaries of Valenci::t Cotil t-y 'Ihe~ i..w::::v.1.de Acoma, L"'guna, Navajo, Isleta 

and Zuni.. These reservatiC'n:" are p:ce,~;;:: :< ;,g t.heir resj;:>ective Overall 

.f;conomic L'~velopmetti·. P;:(•gr<'-HIS and r tberroef n:e, are not J.:i..scussed .in detail 

tn this partict!lar pla11. There is a L><·:.J. .. :\y of cooperation between the 

Cou:1ty RAU Conm.i. ttee an.d l!t.a resE· rva tion l ~ fi.Gials and Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. It is felt that this plan :.:tn.d. •.::1.t)Se of the r~s':'!:r:vations supplement 

each other and can b•" ;~Jed together. 
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The Middle Rio Grande Valley in the Los ~unas-Belen area has been 

known historically for its relatively fertile farm land. Water for irri

gation is limited, but there is an ample amount of underground water. The 

principal crops which grow in the area are: Alfalfa, corn -- both for 

grain and ensilage -- fruits and vegetables. There has been a consider

able amount of land put into irrigated pasture. 

The valley is surrounded by a large cattle and sheep raising area. 

Shipping pens are located in the area as loading centers for the livestock 

producers. 

Acres of irrigated cropland including idle, fallow and diverted acre

age in Valencia County, 1940-1970 are as follows:!/ 

1940 37,000 1965 -- 35,600 

1945 31,400 1966y __ 43,420 

1950 25,700 1969 44,680 

1955 32,000 1970 43,300 

1960 34,300 

!/New Mexico Agriculture - 1970, Agricultural Experiment 
Station Research Report 195, June 1971 

~/1966 acreage obtained during 1966-67 Conservation 
Needs Inventory. 

TABLE I - ACREAGE IRRIGATED AND SOURCE OF WATER 

IN 1969 AND 1970, VALENCIA COUNTY!/ 

Source of Water 1969 1970 

Surface Only • . . . . . 30,880 29,500 

Ground Only 41(} 410 

Surface and Ground 13,390 13,390 

Total 44,680 43,300 

!/New Mexico Agriculture - 1970, Agricultural 
Experiment Station Research Report 195, June 1971 

The January 1, 1970 New Mexico!/ Census of Agriculture gives the fol

lowing numbers of livestock for the county: 

All CattleY •• 
Beef Cows • • • • • • 
Dairy Cows • • • • 
Sheep • 
Swine • 
Poultry 

• 47,000 
25,900 

3,900 
• 28,000 

950 
6,200 

l/N M . . 1 1 . . - ew ex1co Agr1cu tura Stat1st1cs, Vol. VI, 

21supplement IV, July, 1971 
- Cows and heifers. that have calved. 
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The dairy industry has become a stable and substantial factor in the 

agricultural development of the Middle Rio Grande Valley. More than 50 

dairies operate within a 25 mile radius of Belen. 

It is estimated that there are over 3500 high quality horses in 

Valuncia County. 

The climate of the Middle Rio Grande Valley is very favorable, due .to 
the dry air and valley location at the foot of the mountains, which makes 

for very cool nights. A 30-year summary of the u. s. Department of Com

merce Weather Bureau gives the following information for the area: Mean 

annual temperature is 54.6 degrees Farenheit; mean annual minimum temper

ature, 37.2 degrees Farenheit; mean annual maximum temperature, 72.0 

degrees Farenheit; highest temperature recorded, 106 degrees Farenheit, and 

the lowest temperature recorded, minus 10 degrees Farenheit. The mean an

nual precipitation in the valley area is 6.25 inches. The average length 

of growing season is 175 days, with the average of the last killing frost 

April 21, and the average of the first killing frost October 19. The 

average relative humidity is less than 50% for the year, with the wind 

velocity 10 miles per hour for the year. There are very few days when the 

wind velocity is over 25 miles per hour. 

The climate in West Valencia County is somewhat different. The aver

age annual precipitation is nine inches, with the estimated growing season 

being 100 days. 

Surrounding the farming district in West Valencia County there are 

many ranching units. Grants and Milan, and Gallup to the west, serve as 

the major trade centers for all of this area. 

Other industries which now boost the economy of West Valenc~a County 

are lumbering, mining and tourist trade. Grants, the uranium capital of 
the world, is located on the main line of the Santa Fe Railway and u. s. 
Highway 66. Uranium production is the principal industry, with-many 

exploration, mining and milling operations active in the area. There are 

many tourist attractions surrounding Grants and Milan. El Morro National 

Monument, the largest underground ice caves in the world, volcanic cinders 

and lava beds, and a salt lake are a few of these. The entire countryside 

provides a very scenic drive for tourists. There are conducted tours of 
some of the world's largest ore processing mills in the area. 

The entire ar.ea in East Valencia County is served by Public Service 

Company of New Mexico, Southern Union Gas Company, bottled gas companies and 

Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Company. Grants is also serviced well 
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by the utility companies. It has an abundant. municipal water supply. 

Power is supplied by the Continental Divide Electric Cooperative and fuel 

is supplied by Southern Union Gas Company, with Mountain States Telephone 

' Telegraph Company furnishing tele.f>hone service. 

The New Mexico State Penitentia.ry Hono1: Farm and the Los Lunas Hospi

tal & Training School are two state institui:ions located in the valley area., 

In addition, New Mexico State University has the Middle Rio Grande Experi

ment Sub-Station for the purpose of doing research work for central New 

Mexico. The station is located three miles south of Los Lunas. The total 

sub-st>a.tion .area CJQnsists of 2J.O acres of irriqable land, of which 112 acres 

are now being used for experimental work. The State GaMe and Fish Depart

ment operates a 3860 acre game refuge south of Belen. 

New Mexico State University opened a Branch College at Grants in 

September of 1968 to meet the needs of high school graduates and to serve 

as a Community College. As a Branch of the Land-Grant University in the 

State of New Mexico, the college is accredited by the North Central Region

al Accrediting Association of Colleges and Universities. The Branch 

.College offers two years of college work leading to an Associate of Arts 

Degree plus Vocational courses which help up-grade employed persons in 

present positions or give them new skills for new positions. College 

courses offered at the Grants Branch are transferable to the main campus 

at Las Cruces or other Universities. 

2. LAND RESOURCES AND OWNERSHIP 

'FEDERAL 

In Valencia County, the federal government ~ontrols 42.1 per cent or 

1,524,222 acres, the state controls 8.4 per cent or 302,594 acres, and the 

remaining 49.5 per cent or 1, 794,664 acre:s is privately owned by individ

uals or groups. 

The federal government has been a major land owner in New Mexico since 

the Treaty of Guadalupe in 1847 with Mexico. The impact of the federal 

government's control in the county can readily be seen by its role in the 

management of the Indian land, the Cibola National Forest, and public 

domain land. This creates a loss of revenues to local governments on tax

exempt land holdings, thus the federal government has gradually assumed 

some responsibility for making financial contributions to county and state 

governments. Federal-state-county-shared revenue results from an arrqnge

ment whereby the national government distributes to the state and county a 
·portion of the revenue funds derived from certain operations on federal 

lands located within the boundaries. This portion of the revenue 
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distributed varie1s from program to program, and the program virtually 
always stipulates the manner in which these funds may be used. 

The ~ndian lands are held in trust by the U. s. Government for the 
Indians. The use and management are determined in most cases by the 

Indian people, the tribal councils, and the federal government through the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs of the United States Department of Interior. 

TABLE II - FEDERAL LAND IN VALENCIA COUNTY 

1. Indian lands (Isleta, Navajo, Acoma, 

Laguna, Zuni) • • • • • • ••• 718,457 acres 
2. Bureau of Land Management • • 189,746 acres 
3. Cibola National Forest • 616,001 acres 

Total: 1,524,222 acres 

The management of 189,746 acres of federal land which is predominantly 

grass land is administered by the federal Bureau of Land Management. This 
land is leased to neighboring livestock men and may be divided into two 
classifications for leasing purposes: 

182,826 acres lying within the regular grazing district and 
6,920 acres lying outside of the grazing district. 

The land within the grazing district is rented on an animal unit basis 
with a charge of 60 cents per helid per month on cattle, 12 cents per head 
per month on sheep. From the grazing fee receipts on this district land, 

the federal government returns 12~ per cent to the counties where the land 

is located. ~he federal land lying outside of the grazing disc~ict is 
leased by the acre, depending on its averaqe animal unit carrying capacity, 
according to Section 15 of the Taylor Grazing Act. The average rental fee 
on this land is approximately three cents per acre, and the federal govern
ment return 50 per cent of the gross grazing fee receipts to the county. 

' ' 

The leasing rates for grazing all federal land is subject to adjustment 
each year in January. 

Under the Mineral Leasing Acts, the federal government returns to the 
state 50% of the receipts from public domain lands leased for potassium 

deposits and 37% of the receipts from leases on most roads and schools. In 
addition some 52~\ of the mineral leasing receipts from these public domain 
lands, excluding potassium leases, are allocated to the reclamation fund to 
be used in the development of the western states. Textbook fund received 

37.5% of the over-all take in. 

• 
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S'l'A'rE LANDS --

State land is scattered extensively throughout Ne·~, Mexico. The state 

owns land in every county except L0s Alamos. However, these proportions 

vary greatly from one county to another" In Ril) Arriba County the state 

owns only 2.6 per cent of the land, while in Lea County it owns as much as 

42.7 per cent. In Valencia County, as .in the entire state, the state land 

is divided into many small scattered parcels, instead of large tracts or 

districts. The control of state lands is vested in many different agencies, 

and the records vary widely in complete1.ess. As state land sales and pur

chases are -'Q"ften made, it iE very dt£f:Lce.1.t to keep inventories up to date. 

State land can Le considered i.h ·two general cla~r;. f': First, "trust 

lands" managed by the State L·.md Officf> for the b' 'lefit of cer:::ain agencies 
I 

and institutions, and second, lands administeLed d~rectly by the i~stitu-

tions. The State Land Office holds each parcel of land in trust for a 

specific agency or institution. Trust lands are generally leased to pri

vate individuals. Institutional lands are occupied directly by the agency 

or used in connection with its activities, such as hospitals, state parks, 

.office buildings, etc. 

TABLE III - S'lA1'E LANDS IN VALENCIA COUNTY 

State Land Office • • • • • • 

Department of Game & Fish • 

Board of Educational Finance 

State Park Commission • • , 

Honor Farm (Penitentiary of New Mexico) 

Los Lunas Hospital & Training School 

National Guard • • • • • 

State Highway Department 

'l'otal: 

. 294,10S·acres 

3,079 acres 

2,860 acres 

160 acres 

1,867 acres 

514 acres 

3 acres 

----'S'-'.'-'8;.. acres 
302,593.8 acres 

The total acreage jn Valencia County does not include highway rights 

of way. Although this land is currently under the control of the State High

way Department and is used for public purposes,. it legally reverts to the 
adjoinin9 property owners when its present use or statu~ is ended. 

The Commissioner of Public Lands is authorized, as lessor in the name 

of the State of New Mexico, to execnt.e c-r•d issue oil and gas leases cover

ing the state's tr•1st land. All oil and gas leases upon these lands are 

issued for a term of ten years, which i~ divided into a primary term of 

five years and a secondary term of five years. All leases provide '"C>r an 
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annual rental to be paid by the lessee which varies from a minimum of five 

cents an acre to one dollar an acre during the primary term of five years. 

During the secondary term the rental shall either double that of the pri
mary term or equal the highest rate of rental prevailing in that particular 

area if it is more than double the primary rental. All sales are made on 

sealecl bids. 

Unlike the federal public domain lands, prior location of ore or 

minerals does not carry with it any right to either lease or mine. All 
state tr•st lands must be leased upon proper application before being pros

pected. A maximum of sixteen legal sub-divisions is allowable under any 

one lease for filing fee of $5.00, but these sub-divisions must be contigu
ous. Regular lease sales are ordinarily held monthly. 

Grazing leases for state trust lands are issued for a period of five 

years with holders of the leases entitled to a preferential right to re
newal of the leases upon their expi~ation. The lease year has been 

atandardized for efficiency and runs from October 1 to September 30. Graz

ing re~tals are determined by the livestock carrying capacity of the lands 
on an ordinary year without damage. The minimum rental which is accept
able is three cents per acre. On lands where a part of a section is cul
tivated, a minimum rental of twenty-five cents an acre per year is charged 
for dry farming and one dollar an acre for irrigable land. A minimwn of 
two dollars an acre is charged for cotton lands. Limitations are set upon 
improvements which may be placed upon the leased land without the written 
approval of the Commissioner of Public Lands. 

Water leases on state lands are classified in two types. A non
commercial lease permits the lessee to develop and use water. .~ commercial 
lease permits lessee to develop and engage in the business of selling water. 

Timber sales are made in timbered areas where state trust lands are located. 

Subject to discretion of the Commissioner of Public Lands and limita
tions and prerequisites provided in the Enabling Act, all the state's trust 

lands are subject to sale upon proper applit:ation. Under present Land 

Office rules, such sale must also be approved by the beneficiary institution 

owning the land. The Commissioner retains the right to decline to sell any 
lands when, in his judgment, the best interests of the state would be 
served by retaining ownership of the land. Applications for purchase of 
trust lands must be accompanied by a five dollar application fee and a 

deposit to cover advertising costs for the sale. In setting a sale, the 
Commissioner has the land appraised at true value and sets the appraised 

value of the land as the minimum at which bids will be received. If the 
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land is sold, all minerals, including oil and gas, are reserved to the State 
of New Mexico. In the case of leaseJ lands being put up for sale, improve

ments upon the land are appraised and must be paid for at the appraised 

value by the successful bidder. In all instances land is sold subject to 
conditions of such lease or leases. The lands must be sold at public 

auction to the highest and best bidders. The successful bidde~ will be 

required to pay 5% of the purchased price, plus 4% interest for the first 

year on the ur.paid balance. He will thc::-1 have 30 years in which to pay the 

balance of the purchase price, with ~ 4t interest payable annually in ad

vance on the unpaid balance. 

3. LAND USE 

The Conser·..ration Needs Inver, tory St·.c.tistica L -~epor.t of 1966-67 shows 

the following land use for Valencia County: ' 

Urban Build Up . . . 73,000 Ac • 

Small Water Area . . . . . . . . . 5,400 Ac • 

Crop Land . . . . 63,826 Ac • 

Range Land . . . . . 1,638,405 Ac • 

Forest Land . . . . . . 992,955 Ac • 

Other Land . . 137,221 Ac • 

For a total land area of . 3,620,480 Ac • 

Valencia County has three watersheds covering 725 square miles or a 

total of 467,642 acres. The Belen-Los Lunas watershed boundaries are: 

Isleta Indian Pueblo Reservation on the north, the Belen mesa on the west, 

the Valencia-Socorro County line on the south and the Rio Grande on the 

ea•t. 

Major problems are flood water and sediment damages to canals, irri

gated cropland, roads, railroad, and to towns, homes and businesses within 

the watershed. 

Good dam and reservoir sites are not generally available; however, the 

required storage capacity can be obtained by constructing "horseshoe-shape" 

or dog-legged dams. 

The Pole-Zuni Watershed is located west of Grants and Milan. It in

the drainagel; of Pole and Zuni Canyons and the are<.L between the two 

west of the Rio San Jose. 

watershed is a tributarv to the Rio Sa!l Jose, which flo\ors 

Grants and Milan. Floods on the Rio San Jose, cover the east end of 

Much of Grants recent developm~nt is located in this flood plain 
is subject to, or receives damages from floods. 
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The Canyon Sales Watershed is located in the east central part of 

Valencia County. The north boundary is about 26 miles south of Albuquerque. 

The west boundary extends about 8 miles south along the Rio Grande, and the 

south boundary extends eastward along the divide north of Abo Arroyo. The 

east boundary is along the crest of the Manzano Mountains. 

Since the Arroyos in this watershed have no outlets to the river, they 

overflow the canals flooding homes, farmland and roads below. About 4 miles 

of county road receives damages and must be repaired annually. 

4. SOILS 

In general, Valencia County soils are calcareous, moderately alkaline 

in nat.ure, low in orgartic matter, and quite often low in phosphates and 

nitrates. According to soil tests, there is an ample potassium level in 

these soils. However, some vegetable crops have shown a response from 

additional potassium. 

PH 

7.9 

TABLE IV - SOIL TEST SUMMARY OF VALENCIA COUNTY 

Organic Matter 

1.6% 

Phosphate 

7.0 PPM 

Potassium 

78 PPM 

Lime 

3.8% 

Soluble Salts 

0.34% 

Alkaline salts occur in farmland in concentrations which range from 

small amounts to excessive accumulations prohibiting crop production. The 

dominant salts are sodium sulfate and sodium chloride. Calcium sulfat.e and 

chloride are second in abundance. Magnesium salts are present only in 

relatively small amounts, and soluble carbonate salts are of minor impor

tance. 

The East Valencia Soil Survey is divided into three groups and 15 
association groups. 

Soils found on the east and west mesa are deep, well-drained with 

sandy surface and loamy subsurface underlain by lime and alluvial fans. 

These soils are highly suitable for building, and industrial development, 

because of moderate permeability and deep water tables. Precautions should 

bt! taken when ground cover has to be removed, because wind and water 
erosion is a problem. 

The soils within the valley are either deep or moderately deep and in 

some places shallow. The surface texture vary from loamy fine sand to 

sandy clay loam to clay. Permeability varies with soil from moderate to 

rapid to very slow. Most of the valley soils have high water tables for 
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significant periods during irrigation season or when the river is running. 

This influences the operation of a s~ptic tank filter field system, und 

also poses a problem where livestock and feedlots are concentrat~d. As a 

result, pollution of the underground water occurs. 

' Soils in the alluvial fans of the Rio Puerco flood plain offer quite a 

contrast, being moderately deep and very heavy in texture, varying from 

clay to silty clay. 

Mountain soils are generally quite shallow. It is less alkaline and 
contains a higher percentage of organic matter than the soils of the re
mainder of the colmt:y. 

The valley soils are described by soil technicia~w c.s "river-flood-· 

plain soils bordering the Rio G~·ande, cempcsed of recently stratified river 
sediments of mixed origins and the slopir.g alluvial plains soil along the 

outer borders of the river flood plain and formed by coalescing outwash 
fans deposited by lateral tributary streams." 

5. TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

Valencia County has a very ideal situation as regards transportation 

systems in the county. Twc i~terstate highways -- Interstate Highway 25 

and Interstate 40 -- intersect the county at various locations. 

Belen is located on Interstate 25 just 30 miles south of Albuquerque 

where air service is available at the Inte~national Airport. Private air 
facilities are available between Belen and Los Lunas with paved runways, 

landing lights, and tie-down facilities. These facilities are also avail
able at Milan in Western Valencia County. 

Belen, New Mexico's "hub city," is located at the focal point of a 

network of transcontinental facilities. The Santa Fe Railway maintains 
large freight classification yards and double terminals with lines extending 
north, south, east and west. The railroad also maintains icing facilities, 
and serves as disembarking point for automobiles for delivery to south

western states. Numerous transcontinental truck lines operate through the 

city over Interstate 25 and State Highway 47. Interstate 40 runs through a 
portion of West Valencia County, extending from Correa through Grants and 

to Bluauater, near which point it swings into McKinley County and to Gallup. 
State Highway 6 connects Interstate 40 at Correa and u.s. 60 at Scholle and 

runs through Los Lunas and Belen. 
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East Valencia County is gradually resurfacing and paving its farm-to
market roads which connect with the main state and federal highways. The 

improvement of these secondary roads has played a very important role in 

the development of real estate and increasing the valuation of farms and 
property in the respective areas. 

The development of secondary roads in West Valencia County continues 
to be a significant problem, even though many roads have been improved 

under the farm-to-market system. There is still a very definite need for 

improvement of all roads in the county, and especially secondary and county 
roads. 

6. POPULATION CENTERS 

The population of the county is centered around Belen, Los Lunas, 

Grants, and Milan. However, the rural area~ between Belen and Los Lunas 

are rapidly being developed and populated. The primary reason for this is 

that the overflow from the Albuquerque metropolitan area is moving into the 

county. People's desire for a suburbia-type of living is causing the sale 

of;farmland for homesite developments. Population as it affects the devel

opment of thE! county is discussed later in the plan. 

TABLE V - 1970 POPULATION DISTRIBUTION!/ 

Cities, Towns, Villages: 

Belen • 

Grants 

Los Lunas • 

4,823 

8,768 

973 
Milan • • • • • • • 2,185 

16,749 
Indian Reservations: 

Acoma •• 

Canoncito • 

Isle·ta 

Laguna 

Ramah-Navajo 

Zuni 

1,826 

126 

1,884 

2,626 

897 

12 

7,371 

!!source: Bureau of The Census, 1970, 
First Count Summary Tape 



-19-

7. SCHOOL SYSTEMS 

Three school districts comprise the schools in Valencia County: 
School District No. 1 Los Lunas 
School District No. 2 Belen 
School District No. 3 Grants 

Following are statistics peculiar to each of the three school districts, 

LOS LUNAS CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 --

The school system has five elementary schools, one junior high school, 

and one serior high school. There is ~ne private kindergarten and one 

college branch. There are 58 academic offerings and 15 vc.>·::ational offer

ings. 

TABLE VI - LOS LUNAS CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 

Valuation 
School lands and Improvements • 

Buildings and Improvements • • • • 
Furniture and B,r .. ipment • • • 

Enrollment 

Kindergarten, public • • • • 

Elementary, public •••• 

BIA Isleta Day School • 

Secondary, public 

College Branch 

Full-Time 

Part-Time 

-. . . 

. . .. 

•• $3,500,000.00 

3,598,286.00 

424,416.00 

151 

1603 

239 

1689 

40 

39 

High School Graduates, College and Vocational Entries, 1971 

Los Lunas High School • • • • • • • • • • 

Graduates attendin~ college • • • • • • • 

Graduates attending Vocational Schools • • • • • 

Student Population Projections 

208 

73 

26 

•• 3,400 1971-72 • 

1974-77 • • 

1978-82 • 

• 4,000 

••••• 6,000 
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BELEN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 --

The Belen Consolidated School District is located in the'south-east 

part of Valencia County and north-east part of Socorro County. 

The school district has for its eastern boundary, the Torrance 

County .line. The southern boundary is the Socorro School District as far 
\ 

south as the Rio Puerco. The western boundary line also follows the bank 
of the Rio Puerco. The northern boundary line is the southern boundary of 

the New Mexico Honor Farm, and borders the Los Lunas School District. 

'l'he Belen School District No. 2 has eight e~ementary schools, one 

junior high and one senior high school. There is one parochial school--

St. Mary's School. University of Albuquerque has a Branch College in Belen. 
There are two private kindergartens. 

Vocational and academic offerings in the Belen School District total 

sixty-seven. Additions in vocational offerings are being implemented as 

furding is provided to take care of-the needs of the sixty percent not 

going on to college. 

TABLE VII - BELEN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 

Valuation 

School Lands and Improvements • 

Buildings and Improvements 

Furniture and Equipment 

Enrollment 

• $ 246,094.56 

3,204,014.46 

435,744.73 

$3,885,853.75 

Kindergarten (private) . . • • 50 

Elementary (private) • • • • 185 

Elementary (public) ••• 1721 

Secondary (public) .••••••• 1719 

Belen Branch U of A • • • • 74 

Full Time • 

Part Time • 

54 

20 

High School Graduates, College and Vocational Entries, 1971 

Belen High School • • • • 225 

Graduates attending college 90 
Graduates attending 

vocational schools 25 
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GRANTS SCHOOL DISTRICT.NO. 3 --

Grants Municipal Schools complrise the western end of the county. 

The area included in this district extends from the Bernalillo county line 

on the east to the Arizona state line on the west and covers 4,573 square 

miles. 

The Grants School District has ten elemEmtary schools, two junior 
highs, one junior-senior high, and one senior high school. There are two 

parochial schools in the western part of the county. One is St. Theresa 

Elementary in Grants and the other is b~. Joseph's Elementary in San Fidel. 

New Mexico State University has a Branch College in Grants. There are five 

p:t:vate kin..iergartens. 

Vocational and academic offerings in the Grants School Listrict total 

sixty-seven. Additions in vocational offeringd are being implemented as 

funding is provided to take care of the needs of the sixty-two percent not 

going on to college. 

TABLE VIII - GRANTS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS 

Valuation 

School Lands and Improvements • 

Buildings and Improvements 

Furniture and Equipment •• 

Enrollment 

Kindergarten (priva1:e) 

Kindergarten (public) 

Elementary (private). 

Elementary (public) 

Secondary •• 

Grants Branch NMSU 
Full Time 

Part Time 

• $ 201,569.04 

6,967,172.53 

1,044,679.96 

$8,303,421.14 

112 

60 

186 

• • • 2499 

2508 -

175 

49 

126 

High School Graduates, College and Vocational Entries, 1971 

.. Grants High School • • • • • • • 229 

·-Graduates attending rollege 88 

Graduates attending voc. schools 17 

Laguna-Acoma High School • • • • 58 

Graduates attending college 30 

Graduates attending voc. schools 14 
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B. HISTORY OF AREA 

Long before any white man set foot on the North American Continent, 

the area now known as Valencia County, New Mexico, was inhabited by Indian 

tribes. 

The Spanish Conquistadores, accompanied by missioners, were the first 

white men to visit the area. They found Indians throughout the area. Set

tlements of Pueblo Indians were located where permanent water was available, 

while Navajo and other nomadic tribes roamed the mountains and plains. The 

pueblos are an agricultural people and were using irrigation when the 

Spaniards carne. The Spanish soldiers came seeking gold, and most of them 

lost interest in the country when it was not found. They did, however, 

claim the country for the king of Spain and made it possible for Spanish 

colonists to come in. The missionaries were interested in people and among 

the Pueblo Indians found a fertile field for their labors. Some of the 

church buildings which were constru~ted under their direction have been in 

use for more than 300 years and are still well-preserved. Soon after the 

area came under Spanish rule the king of Spain made grants of land to en

courage colonization. One of these tracts of land, known as the Tome Land 

Grant, is still owned and operated as a community resource. 

The eastern part of Valencia County was most attractive to the 

Spanish colonists because it is traversed by the Rio Grande (Big River). 

Here they could grow vegetables and fruits for subsistence and feed for 

their livestock simply by diverting water from the river onto adjacent land. 

Cattle and sheep weL·e grazed in the nearby hills during the summer and 

moved down to the river valley during the winter. Communities sprang up, 

churches and schools were built, and with a steadily increasing ?Opulation 

more and more land was used for irrigated f<irrning. As more lands were 
cultivated, community ditch systems were or·~anized. Those systems were 

maintained by the people who used water from them and there was no limit as 

to the amount of water that might be used on a particular farm nor was there 

any charge made for it. As long as the farm land was adjacent to the river, 

there was no major drainage problem. As rnore land came under cultivation 

the water-table began to rise and eventually many acres of farm land were 

turned back to grass because they were lugged and alkaline. With dwindling 

agricultural resources and a still increasing population, the standard of 
living for many of the people became one of bare existence. 

Early in the 20th century the drainage and alkali problem became so 

acute that a drainage and irrigation district known as the Middle Rio Grande 

Conservancy District was organized. · This distric,t, although necessary to 
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reclaim the land, was not popular with the people because it levied taxes 
and made charges for construction, maintenance and operation. Heretofore 

it had been possible to farm with practically no cash operating expense and 

most agricultural products were conswned on the farm. No cash crops or 
farming enterp1:ises had been developed. 'l'he people now found themselves 
faced with greatly increased costs and with no money to pay them. 

Under such conditions agriculture remained unbelievably primitive. 

Until about 1937 the only machines used on farms were horse drawn mowers 
and rakes and horse powered hay balers. ;11 row crops were planted by hand 

behind a plow and cultivated with a one-horse implement such as a five
stove! cultivator, "A" type harrow douole shovel or a similar imr:-lement. 

The depression of the 1930's, along \vith severe drouth iL surrounding 
areas, had a profound effect on the Middle Hie r1ande Valley. It gave birth 

to such government agencies as Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Farm 
Security Administration and Soil Conservation Service. It stimulated the 
migration of cash crop farmers from submarginal dry land farms to the 
irrigated river valleys. 

The Federal Extension Service had been working faithfully for a num
ber of years to improve the rural situation, but progress had been slow 

because of a lack of financial resources and an unwillingness of rural 

people to believe that they would ever have to pay for the benefits of the 

conservancy district. In 1937 more than 90% of the farmers were delinquent 
in paying their taxes and conservancy char~es. 

During thE! period from about 1910 to 1930 many of the rural people 

had found employment off their farms. The Santa Fe Railway had been built 
with a division point at Belen and had employed many local people. Many 

others had moved into town and were regularly engaged in furnishing the 

services required by a growing urban community. The City of Albuquerque, 

some 25 miles to the north, had also furnished employment to many Valencia 
County people. The rural situation, however, had become increasingly acute. 
Only the younger people were employed and the number who had moved to urban 
areas was not as great as the number born in rural areas. Most of those 
who had moved to town had kept their farm land, but much of it was lying 
idle beca.use no one could afford to farm it. For many years it had been a 
custom for parents to divide their lands equally among their children and 

this had been carried on until there were hundreds of tracts containing less 
than 10 acres. Many times changes of ownership had not been made public 
record and title to much of the land could not be established without re

course to the courts. 



-24-

In 1939 there was very little dairying in the Rio Grande Valley. 

During that year the City of Albuquerque began to use more dairy products 

and farmers on the Bosque Farms Resettlement project who had moved in from 

submarginal dryland areas and had experience in producing dairy products 

began to produce sweet cream to supply the Albuquerque market. Within a 

few months there was a demand for Grade "A" fluid milk and within two years 

more than 30 farmers at Bosque Farms were carrying grade "A" dairying as . 
their main enterprise. The demand for dairy products continued to increase 

and many other farmers became engaged in dairying. The corresponding de

mand for alfalfa and the need for other services had an immediate effect on 

other farmers" . Dairying has continued to increase and is presently the 

most stable farming enterprise. 

The City of Albuquerque has increased during the past 35 years from a 

population of about 30,000 to over 315,000. Good roads have made it pos

sible for many rural people to work in Albuquerque and still live on their 

farms. Most rural people who are employed off their farms still live and 

operate their farms. With increased income, they have improved their lands 

·by leveling and improvement of irrigation ditches. They have purchased 

modern machinery and have learned to use commercial fertilizer to increase 

crop yields. Title to much of the irrigated land at one time passed to the 
State of New Mexico under tax liens. The state, however, did not dispose 

of the land to outsiders. The former owners, or their heirs, have had an 

oppc•rtunity to enter into an agreement with the conservancy district where
by the tax liens and conservancy charges that are delinquent can be paid 

over a 10-year period. Some people have taken advantage of this arrange

ment. Others who could not redeem the lands have sold their interest by 

quit claim deeds and the new owners have paid or arranged to pay the delin

quent taxes and assessments. 

The standard of living throughout Eastern Valencia County has been 

greatly improved, but there are still many employable people who do not 

have jobs and the population continues to increase. There is a great need 

for some type of industry that would employ people who are presently un

skilled or semi-skilled but who learn very quickly and become proficient in 

jobs which do not require great technical knowledge. 

The western part of Valencia County, an area containing approximately 

5000 square miles, is sparsely populated except for the towns of Grants and 
Milan and a few small communities scattered throughout the area. 

This area was visited by several early Spanish expeditions dating as 

far back as 1605. 
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When the 640 Acre Homestead Act was passed a considerable area was 

homesteaded. During the depression of the 1930's people settled on these 

homesteads and the community of Fence Lake became quite a thriving bean 

farming area. However, wind erosion and drouth has caused practically all 

this land to be turned back to grass, a process which has been greatly 

accelerated by the Soil Bank Program. 

There was considerable farming in the Bluewater Valley which extends 

westward from the town of Milan. Irrigation water was at first obtained 

from a reservoir known as Bluewater Lal~~" However, the reservoir did not 

store sufficient water, so wells were drilled and used for about 10 years 

in the production of carrots and other truck crops. Competition from other 

truck growing areas and difficult:y .in obtaining seasonal labor, made truck 

farming economically unsour1d. Much of the watex from wells has been sold to 

uranium mills and most of the water in the reservoir has been sold to the 

New Mexico Game and Fish Department. Many of the people formerly engaged in 

farming are now employed in the uranium industry. 

The discovery of uranium in 1950 brought new industries to the Grants

Bluewater area. This discovery was responsible for the fantastic growth of 

'Grants. Census records give the following population figures for Grants: 

1.9~0 • 814 

1950 • • • • • • 2,251 

1958 • 8,500 

1960 10,274 

1970 • . 8,768 

IV. THE ECONOMY OF THE COUNTY 

A. EAST VALENCIA COUNTY 

Eastern Valencia County's economy has beEm basically dependent upon 

agriculture. Agriculture has been the main source of income to Eastern 

Valencia County throughout the years. The installation and development of 

security government projects in Albuquerque, namely, Sandia Base, Kirtland 

Air Field and the ACF Industries, brought new prosperity and job opportun

ities to people who had lived in the farming valley area all of their lives. 

Consequently, there is part-time farming in the area whereby agriculture and 

salary income supplement each other. As a result of thi~, Eastern Valencia 

County is enjoying a relatively prosperous economy. It c:nso afforded the 

means by which the valley area grew rapidly and is assured of continued 

growth. These military installations are second to agriculture in the im

portance of Eastern Valencia County's economy. It is expected that agri

·culture will continue to be the major economic factor in the development of 

Eastern Valencia County. 
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Agriculture and the Atchison-Topeka and Santa Fe Railway teamed up 

during the war in building the economy. The railroad at one time employed 

over 300 men. However, today with the addition of modern equipment and 

practices, this labor force has been reduced to a skeleton crew at the 

round house located in Belen. The decline in employment by the Santa Fe 

Railway will continue indefinitely. Trucks are taking a large percentage 
of the freight business from the railroad. It should be noted, however, 

that the Atchison-Topeka and Santa Fe Railway is still one of the largest 

taxpayers in the county. The tax assessment on Santa Fe improvements are 
still very high. Eastern Valencia County has no mining or timber, conse

quently, it is dependent mainly on the three industries discussed above. 

Home construction in the valley are~ has made tremendous growth and it has 

brought with it some small industries to the area. 

It should be noted that agriculture will probably continue to be the 

mainstay of the economy in Eastern Valencia County for the present. 

8. WEST VALENCIA COUNTY 

West Valencia County's economy is based on m~n~ng and tourism, with 

lesser contributions from agriculture and lumbering. The contributions of 

the uranium industry to Western Valencia County are summarized under the 

"Basis for Economic Growth," Section VI of this report. The second largest 

economic source of income to Western Valencia Coun~y is the tourist indus

try. This is attributed to the fact that U. s. 40 runs through the heart 

of the western part of the county. Tourist related industries such as 

service stations, motels, garages, restaurants. and souvenir shops have 

sprung up from Laguna to Bluewater, to cater to the tourist needs. Market 

limitations and sale of water rights for industrial purposes has caused 
farming to decline in Western Valencia County. Livestock growing, chiefly 

cattle and sheep, still plays a prominent role in Western Valencia County's 

economy. Some of New Mexico's finest ranches are located in the area. 

The thousands of Indians living in Western Valencia County contribute 
substantially to the area's economic base. The Lagunas are numerically the 

largest Indian tribe and are the most prosperous. The Lagunas furnish most 

of the manpower to operate the world's largest open pit uranium mine --

The Jack Pile Mine -- which is owned by the Anaconda Company. The smaller 
Acoma tribe lives on a reservation immediately east of Grants. Navajos 

living off the reservation are numerous to the south and west of Grants. 
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V. ECONOMIC FACTORS 

POPULATION AND LABOR FORCE 

The increase in population of Valencia County has shifted from West

ern Valencia County to Eastern Valencia County during the last ten years. 

This has been accentuated by the continuing influx of people and real 

estate development along the Rio Grande. This has resulted in a 50-50 

population distribution between East and West. 

Table IX shows that people moved ~nto the rural (non-farm) areas 

rather than into the population centers. The four percent increase in 

po~ulation resulted in a 28% increase in rural population, 

TABLE IX - AREA AND POPULA'rlON, VALENCIA COUNTY!/ 

1960 

Land area in square miles . . . . . 5,657 

People per square mile . . . . 6.9 

Households . . . . . . . . 9,335 

People per household 4.13 

Total Population . . . . 39,085 

Rural . . . . . . . . 54%y 

Urban (Grants and Belen) . . . . 46% 

Percentage increase 1960 to 1970: 

Valencia County New Mexico 
+4 Total • 

Urban • 

Rural • 

• > • • • -24 

• +28 

I f d . . t" 3/ n erre Net nll.gra J.on-

1960 to 1970 

+7 

+13 

-5% 

-6275 

1970 

5,657 

7.2 

10,335 

3.86 

40,539 

66\ 

34% 

(Mid-year population April, 1960 to March, 1970) 

!/ Sources:. u. S. Census of Population, New Mexicc, 1960. 

y All 

Tables 6.35 New Mexico Business, April 1961, 
Vol. 14 (14), Table XI; and University of 
New Mexico. Bureau of Business Research Busi
ness Information Series, No. 38, Oct. 1961, 
Table I. 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, Second 
Count Summary tapes for New Mexico: Bureau of 
Business Research Summary Tape Processing Center -
U. N. M. . 

percentages rounded "to nearest whole number. 

~ The inferred net migration is the difference between the 
less deaths as reported by the New Mexico Department of 
Public Health. 
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It is safe to predict that this accelerated growth along the Rio Grande 

will continue in the future because of continuing development being experi

enced at present. The population increase in Western Valencia is expected 
to continue although to be less significant. This increase would tend to 
concentrate in the Grants-Milan area. 

It is also interesting to note that the ethnic make-up of the popula
tion has remained about the same. (TABLE X) 

TAaLE X - POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS, VALENCIA COUNTY, 
1960 AND 197oY 

Population by Sub-Divisions: 1960 1970 

Eastern Valencia County 41%~./ 50% 

aelen 23% 23% 

Los Lunas 0 0 0 0 . . . 0 18\ 21\ 

w .. tern Valencia County sn 50\ 

Grants . . . . 50\ 3,, 

Laguna . . 0 . . . 0 . . . 0 . . 7' 8\ 

Fence Lake . . . . . 2\ 3\ 

Population comprised of: 
Whites 0 0 0 0 0 0 . . 0 • . 0 86\ 84\ 

I 

In4ians· . . 0 0 . . 13, 15\ 

Others (including jrientals and 
Negroes) . . . . . . . 1% u 

Male and female (each about) . . so• so' 

!/Sources: u. s. Census of Population, New Mexico, 1~50, 
Tables 25, 26, 28, 35. 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, Second 
Count Summary Tapes for New Mexico: Bureau of 
8usiness Research Summary Tape Processing 
Center - u. N. M. 

~/ All percentages rounded to nea.rest whole number. Per
centage of households about the same for each sub
division as percentage of population. 

A majority of the people in Valencia County receive their income from 
wa!eS or salary. Stable employment must be provided to maintain the economy 
of the county. I~dustry must be provided to care for the increase in need 
for ~loyment as teenagers grow to maturity. 
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Thirteen percent o'f the young people of the county, between 6 and 19 

are not in school. (TABLES XI and XII) Something must be done to provide 
training which will enable these young people to be self-supporting and to 

provide a decent standard of living for their future. 

Twenty-six per cent of the county population is between 9 and 19 years 

of age. (TABLE XI) Plans for the future must include adequate educational 

opportunities--high school, college, or technical training--to prepare them 
to become capable, self-supporting individuals. Youth organizations and 

adequate recreational facilities must be provided. 

TABLE XI - AGE DISTRIBUTION, VALENCIA COUNTY!/ 

Age Number Per Cent 
All ages . 40,539 100 
Under 6 years . . . . 5,449 13 
6 to 8 years . . 3,197 8 
9 to 19 years 10,709 26 
20 to 44 years . 12,639 31 
45 to 64 years . 6,279 16 
65 years ana over . . . . . 2,266 6 

!/source: 1970 Census of Population and Housing, Second 
Count Summary tapes for New Mexico: Bureau 
of Business Research Summary Tape Processing 
Center - u. N. M. ·· 

TABLE XII - SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND EDUCATION 
VALENCIA COUNTY!/ 

School Enrollment (3 systems) 

Kindergarten • • 
Elementary • • • 
Secondary School • • 
College • • • • 

Vocational School 

!/Actual Enrollments, 1971. 
!~Percentages to nearest whole number. 

Number Per 
12,722 

373 
6,194 
5,916 

281 

82 

CentY 

3t 
49i 

46% 
2%y 

~Includes college and vocational school enrollees. 
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Provisions must be made for training the young pe~ple who drop out of 

achool early. Jobs must be provided in Valencia County, or else the young 

people must be trained to fill jobs available in other areas. The male

female ratio in its various sub-divisions is in proportion to the popula
tion. 

Approximately aix per cent of the labor force of the county is em
ployed in agriculture. (TABLE XIII) 

TABLE XIII - LA80R FORCE, VALENCIA COUNTY 

Population 16-'4 years of age in county: 
Male • 

FeJUle • 

Total labor force • 
To~al umernployed 

Peraent of labor force unemployed • 
Labor classifications: 

Agricultural • • 
Nonagricultural 

Mining • • • • 
Manufacturing 

Services ' Miscellaneous • 

Finance, Insurance ' Real Estate • 
Trade, Wholesale & Retail 

Government • • • • 

Contract Construction 

Transportation & Public Utilities 
All Other Nonagricultural •••• 

. . 10891 

11162 

8643 

551 

6.4, 

506 

6708 

865 

308 

907 

219 

1260 

1818 

355 

976 

878 

!/source: Economic Development Profile, New Mexico De
partment of Development and Bureau of Business 
ltesearch, ISRAD, U. N. M .. , June 1971. 

Provisions should be made for a1equate child care through nursery 

schools and training baby sitters. Refresher courses should be provided 
for women who wish to go back to work after spending several years at horne 
:cearing their families. 

Almost all married couples in the county have purchased their own 
homes. If this is to continue, adequate housing must be a part of long
·~.!lnge plans for the county. 
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Valencia County has six per cent of its people who are 65 years of age 

or older. 

Over three times the present population will retire in the next 20 

years. This does not take into account the many people of retirement age 

who are coming from out-of-state to locate in Valencia County. Housing, 
leisure time activities, recreation, health programs, and part-time jobs 
need to be provided to meet these needs. 

Employment figures for Valencia County (TABLE XIV) reveal that the un

employment rate fluctuating between 4.1% tn 1969, the lowest, to 9.2% in 
1964, the highest rate. The 1970 rate was 6.9%. 

TABLE XIV - YEARLY AVERAGES, EMPLOYMENT FIGURES, 

VALENCIA COUNTY~ 

Total Wholesale & 
Annual Unemploy- Service Government Retail Trade Mining 

Year EmElo~ment ment Rate & Misc. OccuEation OccuEations OccuEations 

1960 7,641 6.1\ 579 1,168 1,084 3,151 

1961 7,193 9.0 502 1,208 1,049 3,192 

1962 6,881 7.9 562 1,288 1,078 2, 403 

1963 6, 822 7.7 575 1,318 1,075 . 2,132 

1964 6, 702 9.2 586 1,399 991 1,940 

1965 6,806 7.2 692 1,506 1,016 1,654 

1966 7,281 5.4 740 1,~57 1,072 1,633 

1967 7,733 5.0 . 870 1,783 1,093 1,897 

1968· 7,828 4.8 887 1,868 1,130 2,353 

1969 7' 890 4.1 868 1,858 1,200 2, 506 

1970 8,681 6.9 909 1,818 1,260 2, 586 

!/source: Employment Security Commission of New Mexico at Grants. 

About 20 percent of the total population in Valencia County is re

ceiving some form of assistance from the Department of Health and Social 
Services. (TABLE XV) 

The public welfare directors stated that some of those receiving 

aid for dependent children could be trained and made self-supporting if 
jobs were available. Also, about 20 of thosE! receiving aid to the disabled 
could be trained to be self-supporting if jobs were available. 
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TABLE XV - VALENCIA COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVING 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE, 1971!/ . 

Families 
Indian Non·=Indian 

Receiving Assistance: 

Eastern Valencia County • 
Western Valencia County . 

County Totals: 

0 

245 

245 

Assistance received by classification: 

Eastern Valencia County: 

Old age assistance 

~.d to dependent children 

Aid to needy blind 

Aid to disabled 

General assistance 

Receiving food commoditiesY 

Other services received~ 
Totals: 

Western Valencia County: 

Old age assistance 

Aid to dependent children 

Aid to needy blind 

Aid to disabled 

Receiving food d' . 2/ comma ~t~es-

Other services received~ 
Totals: 

104 

108 

11 

22 

245 

1244 

961 

2205 

214 

258 

10 

255 

0 

301 

206 

1244 

80 

158 

5 

90 

537 

91 

961 

Individuals 
Indian Non-Indian 

3 

495 

498 

111 

351 

11 

22 

3732 

3053 

6785 

85 

530 

5 

96 

2126 

211 

3053 

!/Information received through interviews with Eastern Valencia County 
Director of Public Welfare and Western Valencia County Director of 
Public Welfare Figures reflect September, 1971 reports. 

Y Commodity distribution not separated by I11dian or Non-Indian.

~Other Social Services include child welfare, Foster Homes, Medical 
Assistance, etc. 

VI. BASIS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Valencia County in general is very ideal for all types of economic 

development. The county has progressed by leaps and bounds in some segments 

of its economy during the last decade, due to the uranium industry's re

newed contracts and the sky-rocketing of real estate values and land specu

lationo . However, figures on employment, educational level of people, road 
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development, house financing, lack of training in skills of people and per 

capita income indicate that not all segments of the economy have prospered 
and developed equally well. 

The existing industry and the advantageous proximity of the valley 
area to Albuquerque and of the surrounding scenic, historic and farming 
areas to Grants and the uranium industry, provide an ideal situation for 
accelerated development and progress of the county. These, along with the 
centralized location of the entire county in relation to the rest of the 
state, hold a promising future. The complete communication and transporta
tion facilities, including radio, television and newspaper media; community 
facilities, such as schools, hospitals and churches; huma~ and natural re
sources, and the climatic conditions, make the potentials of the county 
great. 

A. MINING AND QUARRYING 

The importance of the uranium industry to the county should be pointed 
out. Mines located in Valencia and McKinley counties, and processing · 
.Plants which separate uranium oxide from the ores are the backbone of an 
economic up-swing which nas enveloped these two counties. Their operations 
have provided an impetus to the continuing gro\:Tth of New Mexico. New Mex
ico now provides almost half of the uranium ox:Lde produced in the United 
States. According to Atomic Energy Commission reports, the state contains 
more then 60i of the known domestic ore reserves. 

Major companies in New Mexico's uranium industries have precurement 
contracts with the Atomic Energy Commission. The long-range picture pre
sents a promising outlook for industry and for New Mexico. With the advent 
of potential domestic uses for nuclear energy, New Mexico and particularly 
Valencia and McKinley counties, will undoubtedly continue to be closely as
sociated with nuclear energy in the future. Employment table on next page 
gives number of per:sons directly employed or benefiting as result of uranium 
industry. 

There is also a tremendous deposit of high grade marble approximately 
25 miles west of Los Lunas. Ultra-Marble, Inc. is privately owned and 
under proposed development. The development of this operation is a source 
of potential employment which would require the importation or training o·f 
skilled labor. It will employ between 6 to 30 persons on a seasonal basis. 

! 
i 
! 
! 
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TABLE XVI - MINE EMPLOYMENT!/ -

WESTERN VALENCIA COUNTY 

ComEan:;t Male Female 

Anaconda . . . . . . . . . . 614 25 

United Nuclear Corporation . 191 2 

Homestake Partners . . 559 13 
Kerr McGee Corporation 1031 17 

Four Corners . . . . . . ... . 14 0 

2409 57 

Related Industries: 

Suppliers • • • • • • 
Drillers • • • 
Others, Lumbering 

Total 

639 

193 

572 
1048 

14 

2466 

21 

164 

23 

Value of ore produced 1970 
(6. 8% over 1969) 

$72,828,000.00 

!/As of July 25, 1971 --New Mexico Employment Security Com
mission, Grants. 

B. FOREST AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
. The value of livestock in 1970 according to statistics, was $8,683,900. 

This is the major source of agricultural income. The value of all crops 
was $2,566,600. The importance of the agricultural industry in the county 

still holds many possibilities for development of marketing outlets, pro

cessing operations and feed lot operations. A new industry in the county 
is the breeding of registered quarter horses. The value of the horse 

industry has been estimated at approximately one half million dollars. Al

though agricultural farmland in the valley is being taken by other develop
ments, it will continue to be a major source of the county's economic 
development. This, of course, will require t;he development of underground 

water. 

The lumber industry in Valencia County contributed approximately 

$60,000 in sales in 1959, according to the agricultural census. This in
dustry continues to play a part in the overall economic picture, and has a 
potential for related industry such as lumber mills, firewood and fence 

posts. The tremendous need for soil and water conservation establishes a 
need for more soil improvement and water development projects. 
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C. RECMA'J'IONAL 1\ND l!ISTORIC AHEAS 

Although Eastern Valencia County lacks in historical points of inter

est, there is a potential for the development of recreational facilities in 

the Manzano Mountains and other adjoining ranges. At the present time there 

is a considerable demand for the development of these recreational areas. 

Western Valencia County is rich in historical and natural recreation sites. 

Bluewater Lake State Park, El Morro National Monument, Mt. Taylor, Acoma-
the Sky City--the Ice Caves, extensive deposits of lava beds and Salt Lake 

are a few. There is now a private research foundation which is being de
veloped in the area, known as the Kowina Cultural Research Foundation, 

which i.s intended for the preservation of historical and Ct'ltural informa
tion. These natural areas afford a large potential for the attraction of 
touriflm and related business. 

The majestic 11,389 foot Mt. Taylor remains largely undeveloped along 

the western route of Interstate 40 near Grants, New Mexico. There are only 
twelve miles of improved road which currently serves a Forest Service re
creation area with 23 picnic unit.s. An extension of this road of approxi
mately eight miles will serve a winter recreation potential with very few 
rivals in the entire sou·.:hwest. With its proximity to Interstate 40, the 

summer potential will add to its ability to provide year around jobs. 

The history of skiing and other winter recreation in other areas and 

the annual increase of enthusiasts will s~rely present the need for this 
additional facility and a;,d the tourist potential of Valencia County. 

Another potential which ,is currently under consideration by the Nation
al Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management is "El Malpais", an area 

South of Grants which encompasses the Lava Flow, ice caves and craters. 
Congressional action is anticipated on this project in the near future. 

D. INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS 

There are a number of existing buildings in Grants, Belen, Los Lunas, 
and one in Peralta, which are available for commercial development. There 
are abandoned mines in the Grants area that can be used as storage places 

for CCC stocks or may be used for the development of atomic fallout shelters. 

E. INDUSTRIAL AND COML\1ERCIAL SITES 

There are unlimited commercial sites in the valley. Belen, in its 
long-range planning, is proposing an industrial park along the railroad. 

Rio Grande Estates, the nationally advertised 326,000-acre development, has 
proposed commercial and industrial sites in its long-range plans. This 

development, along with one-half to one-acre home site subdivisions, is 

1 
l.l '! 

! 
i 
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developing a golf course and country club area near t~e City of Belen. 

Small industries are already being attracted to the Belen area. A live

stock sales ring is established in the valley. There are also many indus

trial and commercial sites available in the Grants-Milan area. 

F. HUMAN RESOURCES 

There is an abundance of local labor supply over the entire county. 

Much of the labor source in the area is employed in Albuquerque. People in 
the small communities of Western Valencia County, such as Seboyeta, San 

Rafael, Fence Lake, San Mateo, San Fidel and Bluewater, have to leave their 

horne in search of employment. It should be recognized that many of these 

young people have no training in specialized skills whatsoever. There are 

many welfare cases which could possibly be rehabilitated and trained for 

gainful employment. 

G. OTHER AREA RESOURCES 

Climate and other healthful features of the county make a very ideal 

situation for the development of such institutions as rest homes, clinics, 

and an ideal retirement area. 

VII. PROBLEMS AND NEEDED ADJUSTMENTS 

A. AGRICULTURAL 

Problems peculiar to Valencia County have arisen as a result of pro

gress which the county has enjoyed. Farming, as a main segment of the 

county's economy, has continued to decline as a result of lack of stabilized 

markets for high income cash crops. Another factor contributing to this de

cline has been the conversion of farm land to horne sites. A large number of 

farms have been completely abandoned in Western Valencia County as a result 

of a great deal of soil erosion. The development of underground water for 

a permanent source of irrigation water has been suggested as a remedy for 
this situation. The development of cash crops for the county has also been 

suggested. This points•out that the continued improvements of crops, as 

well as extensiv-e programs for soil and water, continue to be of high

priority in the county. There is also a need for stablizing the hay market 

in the valley area. Agriculturally related industries should be encouraged. 

This type of industry will not only provide a market for vegetables and 

other cash crops, but will also provide a source of employment for people 
in the area. If a conservation and ranch re-seeding program is developed 

for the county, as well as other parts of the country, there will be a de

mand for adapted range grass seeds. The climatic conditions of the county 
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lend themselves ver~· well to the production of such seeds which are econ-

omically profitable. The existen1:e of small ranch units in Western Valen

cia County has created a problem whereby people who are trying to stay on 

these ranches need some part-time employment to supplement their ranching 
income. All these agriculturally related problems bring out a need for 

continuation of a strong agricultural educational program.based on agricul

ture, home economics and youth project work. 

B. COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

A significant increase in populatio::, .Ln the county has created a need 
for public facilities. The lack of ade-qu~te public facilities has contri
Ll'l.lted to the slowing down of economic growth in many con~rr'.lni tit;;s. Sewer 

and water systems are badly needed. There is also a need for the extension 

of natural gas service to ~ertain heavily PO?lll.~~ .ed areas in the county. 

The three major centers of population -- Grants, Belen, and Los Lunas --

are at present trying to improve their public facilities. Belen has de

veloped a comprehensive development plan for its use. Included in this plan 
are projected plans for the development of all public facilities. Los Lunas 
is undertaking city street paving, sewage, andiwater development projects. 

ftecreational facilities such as swimming pools are also being developed by 
Los Lunas and Grants. In and:'_ t.:i.on to these de'll'elopments, there has been a 

stated need for expansion of the municipal library and a new health center 
in Grants. Small communities throughout the county particularly are in 

need of development of public facilities. There is a need for sewage and 
water systems in the non-incorporated area.s. A facility which every com

munity should have,_ especially in agriculturally oriented communities, 
is a complete fairgrounds. The Valencia County Fair Board has expressed 
a need for the improvement and development of the fairgrounds. 

C. TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation problems cannot be treated lightly .. as a factor contri
buting to economic growth. Although the contruction of roads in the county 
has progressed, there is still a great need for construction of access 
reads, as well as the improvement of existing roads. For example, comple
tion of State Highway 53 in Western Valencia County known as the "Zuni

Cibola Trails" has opened that area to tourists, especially to El Morro 

National Monument, the Ice Caves and on to Phoenix, Arizona. The develop

ment of such a route contributes much to the employment opportunities in 

Western Valencia County, as a result c£ the development of related tourist 
industries. 

l 
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Secondary roads in some sections of the county are in poor-condition 

and there is a limited mileage of primary roads. It is very obvious that 

as the population continues to increase roads will become more and more 

inadequate unless maintenance is provided.now and in the future. There is 

also a pressing demand for improvement of roads into recreational and 

historical areas in the county. 

D. EMPLoYMENT 

Employment figures for the past 10 years indicate that there is a 

definite shift from agricultural jobs to non-agricultural. Categories of 

employmP.nt that have gained the most are the professional fields, skilled 

trades, clerical and service categories. This points out that there is a 

definite need for training of young people in areas that may be most bene

ficial to them. Job opportunities in the area are limited, consequently, 

a larger per cent of young people are leaving their immediate areas to seek 

employment elsewhere. There is a need to attract industry into these areas 

to surplus labor which would eventually create job opportunities locally. 

It !lhould be pointed out that along .with job opportunities there is a re

lated need for training and retraining those persons who are not gainfully 

employed at present. Training and re-training program should receive top 

priority in relation to the development of economic resources. This be

comes more important in view of the fact·that approximately 80% of the labor 

force is unskilled. It should be pointed out that there is also need for 

rehabilitation services for some of those people who are now on welfare. 

E. EDUCATION -- AREAS THAT NEED ATTENTION: 

(1) Vocational Education 

Much greater emphasis has to be planned in the area of --ocational 

education so that more than 60% of the students who are not going 

to college can prepare for a profession that can make them useful 

in the present and future employment market. Here again, we must 

emphasize that studies be made to determine the type of employment 

that is needed in the local and state community and the funding 
that is needed in this type of program to fit the needs of the 

students. We must emphasize that additional federal and local 

funding, not only for personnel and equipment that is needed but 

also funding for more sophisticated vocational facilities. The 
program if it is to meet the needs of the community and add to 

the overa·ll economic development of the county must include 

not only high school vocational programs, but post-high school and 
. adult vocational education programs. 
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(2) Kindergarten Program 

In order to promote the enhancement: of the educational program in 

the county and to increase the chances for the success of the edu
cational program and thereby the economic level of its citizens, 

it would be helpful if kindergarten programs were funded and avail
able for all five year olds in the county. 

(3) Health Education 

It would be important to the overall: economic and social strength 

of the people of the county to make a major effort and thrust in 
the area of health education. This effort would be the involve
ment of all students in such a way as to promote better pnysical 
and me~tal health. 

(4) Day Care Programs 

There is urgent need, especially where there are working mothers, 

for our establishing day care programs for under school age young
sters. 

(5) Special Education 

The present programs in special education are not now reaching all 
the children i~ the county who are in need of special help in their 

schooling. Further funding of special education is needed. 

An extremely urgent problem facing the community in Valencia County 

is the inability of the current ~rograms to take care of those 
pupils who are non-conforming in theiJ: behavioral patterns. P'or 
instance, we are not geared, funded, !3taffed, nor equipped to take 
care of the delinquent or maladj11sted child in school. We cannot 

take care of the chronic absentee nor the dropout. We are frus
trated by the problems caused by drug abuse. It would seem to us 

that the delinquent and maladjusted child has existed in our 
schools for a long time and we have been unable to cope with the 

problem because this child has not been cared for. He has left 

the school and has been thrown into society unable to cope with 
his economic, social and civic problems. The Valencia County 
Schools need to be funded and special personnel employed to take 

care of these students. We need specialists such as phychiatrists, 
psychologists and social workers to care for this problem. We 

must take care of the neglected, the delinquent and the sick child. 
The school system will have to work with other private and public 
agencies to solve his problem. 
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(6) Cultural Awareness 

Programs in cultural awareness have been started and discontinued. 

A permanent program of cultural awareness should be made available 

to all the schools in the county. It is especially important in 

an area of tri-cultural problems. 
t 

In the past schools have not been eligible for help from the Education-

al Development Programs (EDP), the Housing and Urban Development Programs 
(HUD) • We should do everything possible to appeal to these two agencies 

and also to the Four Corners Commission, to acquire some of the help that 

other counties have been getting. Federal funds are available for area vo

cational schools, post-high school programs and vocational education addi

tions in high school. We should plan in terms of two area vocational 

schools; one in Eastern Valencia County and one in the west area. 

F. TOURISM AND RECREATION 

There is a need for the attraction of tourism to the area as a source 

of income to the county. Western Valencia County, as has been discussed 

previously, provides an ideal situation for the promotion of tourism. It 
has been suggested that there is a need for a comprehensive survey on tour

ist sites in the area surrounding Grants. 

G. FINANCING 

In general, there is a lack of adequate financing in the area, partic

ularly for financing of homes and farms. Farmers Home Administration has a 

number of rural farm housing :Loans in the county. Financing is a key factor 

in the development of any area or community. Long-term financing is partic

ularly needed. A problem which is relate4 to financing is that of inade

quate land titles in much of the valley area. This proolem limits the 

amount of credit that can be extended to an individual. It has been pointed 

out that there is a need for long-term financing of small businesses. 

H. LAND USE PLAN 

One of ~e most basic conditions for success in the Valencia County 

Economic Devt!lopment Area is a well-considered and approved Land Use Plan 

for the area. 

This is so because Valencia County is tied to a land water resource 
base with finite limitations. Its population and industrial carrying capac

ity must be planned almost solely with these finite limitations in mind. 
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To alleviate pollution, especially where there are heavy concentrations 

of people, a community type sewage disposal system should be installed. 

This is planning with conditions of our finite land and water resourc~s, in 

mind. 

With soil and water uses undergoing constant changes, it becomes more 

and more imperative that we plan with every effort possible to preserve, 

conserve and improve these resources. Effective planning must consider 
land and water resources as the foundation so a sound and dynamic economic 

development may be built. 

VIII. VALEJI1.CIA .COUNTY ~A GO.?\LS 

In order to make the Overall Economic Development Plan meaningful and 

realistic it was necessary to establish County area goals. The goals which 

are listed later in the text represent goals col:;lliiOn to both Eastern Valen
cia Ccunty and Western Valencia County -- the county as a whole. 

The goals were developed with maximum community involvement of many 
community leaders. Leaders responsib~e for formulating these goals worked 
on the OEDP Committee, on the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments 

·Goals Committees, and on the Rural Area Development Committee for Valencia 
County. These goals rep;r:esent th.e thinking of these and many other ci ti

zens and planning groups. 

It is anticipated that these goals will become an integral part of a 

regional plan and its major components. The goals reflect major areas of 
interests including Physical Environment, Social Concerns and Human Needs, 

Economic Development, and Populat'ion and Housing. The goals as stated pro
vide the basis for the planned growth and development of Valencia County 

through action projects. 

LIST OF VALENCIA COUNTY AREA GOALS 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT A ~ 

£e, ~~~"/i'"C..:.~ t.N~,tv-J,_._)~I'\"YY....R_~ ~-~t:o~u....J 
A. ~rban and Rural Form 

A planned and controlled growth encouraging preservation of scenic and 

natural features of the county. 

B. Lan1 Use 
Insure· that all land in Valencia County be carefully planned toward its 

highest and best use from an environmental quality, social and economic 

viewpoint. 
', .·' .. ,• .............. J .... "-'~ ·:;,r-k •. , 

I_ '."i;', ,(, ''·' "'~ . ......_.,,. 



, teo w..,. .. -)\:~\...."'?~ X«+f.......J....Sn: e..-ve.~~;, __ ..., .. ,J._ .. 
- 4 2- 7 ......_,..._....,..,,., ~<A <--·~" ~-.: ·-·"'" ...... ~· ;~ .,.. _.,,,. '· '· '-. 

C. Transportation J e. i) .. ~\(~.........,~~ 
An integrated ground and air transportation system for the efficient 

movement of people and goods encompassing both public and private 

conveyances. 
tZ: :) ~:r~...:.tr--~,_,.K_IJ. e_.....e. ~"')._ ') ,._...·\t't<·"- ~ ~>\t"t,'"~,., '+"~-~ 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT B 

A. Open Space 

Insure the retention of a beautiful countryside through agricultural 
and open space zoning, large, recreational areas and an adequate yet 
beautified rural roadway system, in conformance with a master plan. 

B. Agriculture 

c. 

D. 

To preserve the predominantly rural character and atmosphere of the 
Middle Rio Grande Valley, and reverse the decline in agriculture in 
Valencia County. 

Recreation 
Recognize the environmental assets for recreation in Valencia County 

and develop those assets to the maximum to. support the recreational 

needs of Valencia County and adjacent Albuquerque's growing urban pop
ulation and with due regard to ecological balances. 

Ki) d.J.....f.~~ 

Resource Conservation E.c:.... ~~"'~.A~ f.,.,_a:...J;;i...'(t'.........Jf.,.,' 
To preserve and enhance the natural resources of Valencia County and to 
maintain a healthful, pleasant and ecologically balanced physical en-

~v.,...r'\' 

~. 

~..wt• )..,.:,...., ~~ vironment in which 
\""~"' L·•~ 
-v-: .. w, compatible. e!. c... 

agricultural and industrial facilities would be 

,t....A~ ... ~ ) ._t.t~ ~J:i·) e<L~ ..... 't._'"'t:_., ~/-~· 
'-'--~ .. .__ '-..S-................. 

E. Pollution Control 

A healthy, pleasant and ecologically balanced environment for residents 
of Valencia County. 

F. Ecology 

Planned and controlled growth consistent with minimum interference to 
natural ecological balances within Valencia County. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS AND HUMAN NEEDS 

A. Education 

Pre-School, Elementary and Secondary 

Achieve 1n educational system which makes it pos.si};lle {9r (the ,citizE;ns 
of Valencia County to attain their individual g;~l~M~ ";~-ci\;~~tck'"p~~viJ~s 
a framework upon which our society can be restructured and a sense of 
community reattained. 



Develop, through our educational 3ystem, a.society in which exempli

ties fulfillment of social and civic conscience, moral and ethical 

values, the preservation of human values and vocational competence: 

Continuing Education 
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Quality education available to all levels, all ages, all ethnic groups 
and easily accessible to all economic groups. 

Technical-Vocational Education 
Provide for a vocational educationa~ system that is flexible and 
responsive to the needs of the community. 

Special Education 
Provide for the special needs of L'I-J.e exceptional, the gifted, the 
physically and emotionally handicapped, the e1~cable retarded and the 
non-educable. 

Higher Education 
Provide for the formal continuation of the education system beyond the 
secondary school level. 

B. Culture and Heritage 

c. 

To develop~d maintain pride in our own culture as well as an under
standing and respect of the customs and cultures of others; to preserve 
and maintain our different cultures for future generations; and not to 
impo•e the values of any cne culture upon any other. 

Health fi) w~ ·~"' '.A-'"·-'i~~":::o~...;.......Jl..f.,-....... ~ 
\ _; ' ' ( ...o.:.!..~ 

A healthful environment, pr9vision-!.- for adequate health care, and pro-
grams of health educationl\for all citizens. 

~n "-'r( ~; 

D. Welfare 
Assure residents of Valencia County the opportunity to 
sufficient to provide the necessities of life. -._._,.) '· 

earn an income 

E. Public Safety 
Protection of the rights, property and privileges of all citizens 
through fair, efficient and expeditious administration of all proce
dures, judicial and otherwise, which affect the health, safety and 
welfare of individuals. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT fc\). tt~"l '*'-·~ ,;;;n:e,.,,...~.-, ~ c:,,.<.i; .c, .• -.1;..)' ,; t-."i ~ ,C....;..i:._._~ 
I~V. ..., ..._.__ ~.._(' . : 

A. Job Development 
Develop a stable 

. ' 
' ·-~ '··-;. .. ~ ~ ' "· .... 

economy, through qiversification of buttiness activities 
. ' "'-...1. '·. ..• . . .. 

with emphasis on tourism; attract industries that will complement rather 
than conflict with the present economic base; and provide jobs for all. 
people in Valencia County, regardless of culture or ethnic origin3. 



B. 

__ c. 

Industry 
l 

Help existing industries to grow by enlarging or improving markets; 

and encourage new industries, including those related to agriculture 

which will employ workers from Valencia County. 

Office Jobs 
Encourage office and commercial jobs commensurate with industrial devel

opment. 

D. Tourism,.,;~.~ "f:". ___._ .. _._7 .... ~ ,_..,........._ 
Maximize on local scenery and recreational potential to develop a 

successful, year-round tourist industry. 

POPULATION AND HOUSI~G c. \) 
£,'-, f¥.J~ ~w.... ,.:.t..._ ~~ ~ ... J ').Lc-.._- c- .. r~ i=-...,.,4~: ~ J.J...,._.__. 

A. Population / . ' 
Accept the validity of population projections which place the future 

population of Valencia County at 2~ times the present total by the 

year 2000, and plan accordingly. 

Increase the population by/p~d~~g impr~ved quality of living and 

adequate living conditions commensurate with attractive employment 

opportunities-1lh"a ~ell-rounded community,· having suitable services and 
J -- '• :;, - I , • , .,,. .. , 
~a stable economy. ., .. , .... ·· 

1-'7 :~~./"'B.. Housing t?P ()~ ...-vt~i..··;·r""'-J.A.k.....,.( t.,~......,.-~ ... ~_., •• ..~,~r 
1 ~ ~- I!/<~' ,..t.~ , -;·r:: .. ! 

~.,...:.'t Attractive, standard housing for all.f~ilies, cateriRg to. the needs 

~~· of all income and ethnic groups, well-desig~ed neighborhoods and 

villages, to counteract the mining camp environment. 

r:c 

c. Community Facilities 
("" .......... J 

Provide community facilitie_~ such as s,chool sites, l~braries, neighbor-
hood centers, police and fire buildings and the like, to serve the 

present and future residents of Valencia County. 

IX. PROGRAM EVALUATION 

The Valencia County OEDP Committee, under the direction of the Chair
man, will review the contents, make appropriate revisions and changes at 

least once a year. 

The public will be kept informed through news media and meetings 

scheduled when necessary. At this time, any revisions or changes may be 
recommended or made by the general public and/or committee members. 

c ( c f f .. ,_, '"'"' ,._c • ....,...._ .c.' ~ c.....,.,_<-"-~'"'·" _ Y) ,. , __ ., ) '~'' ·"" ..,. v.. t'l \ t ' 
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Appendix A 

EAST VALENCIA COUNTY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 



EAST VALENCIA COUNTY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

OFFICIALS EAS'f VA LEN CIA 
Goals and Objectives Protram 

Chairman Co-chairman 
Agustin Archuleta Bud Jenkin~ 

P.O. Box 143 Southern Union Gas 
Los Lunas, New Mexico 509 Becker Ave .. 

865-9542 Lcs Lunas, New Mexico 

Subcommittee 
A. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Tony Romo 
Valencia County Agent 
Los Lunas Courthouse 
Los Lunas, New Mexico 
865-9561 

B. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
Dan Goodman 
East Valencia SWCD 
St. Rte. 2, Box 92A. 
Los Lunas, N.M. 87031 
865-7217 

864-4476 or 247-4101 

urban and rural form 
land use 
transportation 

open sp..1cc 
agriculture 
recreation 
conservation 
pollution control 
ecology 

C.SOClAL CONCERNS AND HUMAN NEEDS-education 
George C. Pearl 
St. Rte. 2, Box 272 

culture and heritage 
health 

Los Lunas, N.M. 
865-7735 Bus.255-8668 

welfare 
public safety 

D. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Fidel G. Tabet 

job development 
technology 
industry Campbell Rd. 

Belen, N.M. 87002 office jobs 
tourism 864-4430 

E. POPULATION N HOUSING 
Daniel Thrush 

population 
housing 

P.O. Box496 community facilities 
Belen, N.M. 87002 
842-5499 

HYSICAL ENVIRONMENT A 
A. Urban and Rural Form 

Goal: A planned and controlled growth 
I he entire East Valencia County Area. 
Objecti•es: 
I. Establish county-wide planning. toning 

subdivision controls for Valencia County. 
~. Preserve. open· space consistent with 

med and cor trolled !lfllwth as a rcsoun:c 
the countv's future recreational needs ''' 
~ at as wdf a• usc. 
3. Guard against and prevent continuou' 
nor suburban sprawl. 
4. Concentrate new growth in planned. 

urbun clusters· that provide for the 
ervation of larlle areas of open space; plan 
extensive spatial separation between all 
munities thereby enhancinll the 
vtduulity of new communities and 
ervintz the individuality of e.xisting 
munities. 
5. Provide for new. planned communities 

fi:JC<!d ultimatt boundarits rather than 
ntrolled capacity for expansion. 

/( . 
\ 6. Preserl'e the natural ·•a ten• a)' and 

strc·~ms; prohibit development in the arro)OS. 
7. Discourage "boom growth" and limit 

in-mieration. 

B. Land Use 
Goal: Insure that all land in Eastern 

Valencia County Area be carefully planned for 
11> highest and best use from an en•ironmental 
4uality viewpoint. 

Object ins: 
I, Concentrate commercial activ1ty in and 

adjacent to existing municipalities that will 
permit the preservation of large areas of open 
space. 

2. Reserve good agricultural lands for 
agricultural usc, and direct urbani.tation to the 
m..:sas. 

3. Reserve the bosque for agriculture. 
recreation and open space for the four-county 
region. 

4. Acquire scenic easements or otherwise 
prevent unsightly development from occurring 
in scenic areas. 

5. Prevent the l!.ro\\oth which is attracted 
b} our physical environment from destroying 
the very environment which attracts it. 

C. Transportation 
Goal: An integrated ground and air 

transportation system for the efficient 
movement of people and goods encompassing 
both public and private conveyances. 

Objecti•es: 
I. Advance acquisition of nghts-of--.a~ 

for anticipated major thoroughfares. 
2. Provide for a future free-.ay along the 

East Mesa. 
3. Provide for an additional bridge acros. 

the Rio Grande between Belen and los luna' 
to provide for better movement of traffic. 

4. Plan separate pedestrian, bicycle. 
equestrian and automobile movement system' 
in rural areas. 

5. Encourage equitable freight rates for 
the State of New Mexico. 

6. Provide suitable mass transportation to 
residents of the Rio Grande Valley. 
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I'H\'SIC'Al. ENVIRONMENT 8 

A. Open Space 

Goal: Insure the retention of a beautiful 
o.:ountryside through agricultural and open 
sp;ce zoning, preservation of large 
recreational areas and beautification of a rural 
roadway system in conformance with a master 
plan. 

Objecti•es: 
I. Sufficient marginal agricultural and 

other open space land now exist lor conversion 
into recreational and planned housing 
developments. No approval lor additional 
housing developments should be granted by the 
Valencia County Commission without 
assurance that such developments will not 
detract from the natural beauty and 
environmental well being of the East Valencta 
County Area. 

B. Agriculture 

Goal: Preserve the predominantly rural 
character and atmosphere of the Middle Rio 
Grande Valley. 

Objectl•es: 
I. Preserve good agricultural land to grow 

crops and supply food and to provide a rural 
environment in behalf of the surrounding 
suburban. rural and urban populations of 
bstern Vakncia County Area and adjacent 
population centers. 

2. Enforce agricultural and open space 
wning through zoning ordinances at the 
carltest possible time consummated by county 
and municipal governments \\ith citizen 
participation. Avoid detrimental urbanization 
patterns with resultant mixtures of 
ino.:ompatible land uses and excesstvc 
population densities. 

J. The projected population growth in 
Albu4uer4ue and the local area will great!) 
enhance the economics of agriculture to suppl) 
food produced close at hand on good irrigated 
land in the valley area. Develop local markets. 
marketing techni4ues. cooperatives or other 
mco.:hanisms in order to assure a o.:ompetitive 
po,ition lor local!) prodU<:ed agrio.:ultural 
produo.:t,, 

4. ,\ n ino.:rcase in population will prodU<:e 
an inevitable increase in land values and heno.:e 
t<~xes. l·ull support must be given to good 
agrio.:ult ural Ia nd-use tax incentives to assure 
su<·h land can economically remain in 
agri.:ultural production. 

5. Encourage efficient management in the 
supply and use of irrigation water. 

6. Develop programs of insect and pest 
control .:onsistcnt with maintatmng ecological 
balano.:es in Eastern Valencia County Area. 

C. Recreation 

Goal: Reco11nize the environmental assets 
for recreation in Eastern Valencia County 
Area and develop these assets to the maximum 
to support the recreational needs of the area 
and adjacent Albuquerque·s growing urban 
population with due regard to ecological 
balances. 

Objectl•w: 
I. The location of Eastern Valencia 

County Area and the Middle Rio Grande 
Valley with its large recreational potential in 
open space, river valley area. fresh water 
drainages, parks, mesa land and other 
recreational assets adjacent to rapidly growing 
urban centers, makes it a natural outlet to help 

support the reo.:rcutiunal needs uf the people ul 
Albuquerque and adja.:ent areas. Create a 
.:ounty or regtonal park and recreation 
authority or commission with power to 
acquire. develop, administer and regulate 
excellent recreational activities in the area. 

2. Lend full support to the Rio Grande 
State Park facility proposed within our local 
area of jurisdiction and promote playgrounds, 
bridle paths, bicycling, hiking, archery. 
camping, picnicking, fishing and other 
recreational activities in that park. 

3. Ensure space for motorized 
recreational vehicles, such as motorcycles, 
motorbikes and dune buggies: set aside specific 
mesa and arroyo areas for their use. 

4. Clean up and develop for fishing and 
picnicking the fresh water drainage canal 
system throughout the valley area in 
cooperation with the Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District and the State 
Department of Game and Fish. Insure 

adequate stocking of fish and ensure safe 
public access roads to the vicinity of these 
drainages, but not along them. Eliminate 
present and prevent further pollution and 
sediment-laden waste water drainage from 
entering these drainages. 

5. Conserve extensive portions of the 
Middle Rio Grande Valley in Eastern Valencia 
County Area as wildlife sanctuaries and as 
open space. This is necessitated by projections 
of population growth and the hazards from 
gunfire in populous area. 

D. Consenation 

Goal: To preserve and enhance the natural 
resources of Eastern Valencia County Area. 

Objecti•es: 
I. Protect the natural surface and 

subsurface water supply to the end that these 
assets are not over-exploited and are available 
for use by future generations. 

2. Support land treatment measures on 
grazing land, irrigated land, open space land 
and housing development land by retention or 
rehabiliation of grassland, woodlands and 
other natural cover ·to ensure erosion control. 
Establish tree and other vegetative planting 
and landscaping programs in housing areas. 
recreational areas and along rural roads. 
Provide assistance to the State Highway 
Department and other agencies in these 
endeavors. 

3. Fully support the Belen/Los Lunas and 
other watershed projects which may be needed 
in Eastern Valencia County Area and to ensure 
erosion and floodwater control and to provide 
additional recreational areas where practical. 

. E. Pollution Control 
Goal: A healthy, pleasant and ecological!} 

balanced environment for residents of Eastern 
Valencia County A. rea. 

Objecti•es: 
I. Vigorously enforce state and local 

standards for air 4uality leading to the 
reduction and minimi1ation of air pollutant\ 
from whatever source. 

2. Urge the adoption of a non-dir 
polluting transportation system compatible 
\\ith and supplemental to any system designed 
and operated by the City of Albuquerque. 

3. Prohibit pollution of surface and 
ground waters. Enforo.:e regulations adopted by 
the Water Quality Control Commission for 
residential, commctcial. municipal. industrial. 
agricultural and othet user- of water as to the 
quality of their resultin!Z effluent. Establish 

and enlut.:e inunecliate loo.::<l rtn~ranl\ tu 
reduce .1nd finally to clin11natc ;Ill 'ourccs ol 
"ater rollution . 

4. Lliminate any source of rollution t.o the 
surlao.:e and ground water 'urply which 
originates upstream of the area. 

5. Establish and pursue a rrogram 
designed to eliminate blowing dust through the 
planting and care of vegetative cover on 
potential dust producing lands in the area. 

6. Provide for treatment of unpaved roads 
to eliminate sources of dust pollution. 

7. Inaugurate a cooperative dfort tqward 
litter and weed control by appropriate methods 
on private land. on public land and alongside 
highways. Pass and enforce county ordinances 
designed to prohibit littering the countryside. 

8. Establish detailed standards for solid 
waste disposal and enforce these ~tandards 
through county and municipal governmental 
authorities 

o Support a solid waste disposal rroject 
on a regional basis. 

10. Pending the establishment of a 
regional solid waste disposal system, en,ure at 
least three convenient sanitary landfill solid 
waste disposal areas meeting the standards of 

the New Mexico Health and Social Services 
Department, in Eastern Valencia County Area 
-- to be sponsored and financed by county and 
municipal governments. These disposal 
systems are to be operated and maintained so 
as to create least harmful effects to a high 
quality environment. 

II. County and municipal governments to 
immediately pass and to enforce adequate 
solid waste management disposal ordinances. 

12. Provide for optimum protection of 
environmental quality and public health 
against threats posed by the improper use and 
disposal of toxic chemicals. 

13. Establish standards concerning the 
location and design of roadside advertising 
signs to preserve the visual beaut} along 
roadways. 

14. Establish standards and ordinances to 
control the location and appearance of 
junk yards. 

I 5. Establish standards regulating noise 
which may be damaging to physical health or 
mental well-being. 

F. Ecology 

Goal: Planned and controlled growth 
consistent with minimum interference to 
natural ecological balances within Eastern 
Valencia County Area. 

Objecti•es: 
I. While acknowledging the inevitable 

influx of , people and resulting population 
growth in Eastern Valencia County Area, the 
great importance of retaining natural 
ecological balances must be recognized. Thus, 
man"s planned environmental change pursuant 
to that growth must be programmed to 
produce minimum disturbance to those 
balances. It must. therefore. be the 
responsibility of Federal, State, Count) and 
Local governments to insure that appropriate 
la"s are passed and enforced to these ends. 

2. We regard education in re,ouro.:e 
conservation in the publio.: school- to be vttalh 
important to the future well-being of all th~ 
citizens of Eastern Valencia County Area. 
Hence, support educational rrograms by 
requiring all primary and secondary school 
systems in the area to develop a 
conservation and environmental 
course. 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS AND 
HU\1AN NEEDS 

A. E•ucatlon 
Pr~·School. El~m~ntary and Secondary 

Goal: Achieve an educational system 
which makes it po~sible for the citizens of 
Ellstern Valencia County Area to attain their 
individual goals. :ind which provides a 
framework upon which our. society can be 
modified and a sense ·Of community reattained. 

Objectl••: 
I. Provide free pre -school and kindergarten 

:ducational opportunities to all children. 
2. Develop special materials and facilities 

particularly at the pre-school level~ to' 
cncouraj!e cultural pride and awareness. 

3. Foster programs for teaching local history
an~ culture at all school grades as well as pre
schoollevels. 

4. Provide bilingual education for all 
children from bilingual homes as well as for 
students desiring to understand languages 
other than their home language. 

5. Develop teaching materials. textbooks 
and visual aids directed toward the unique 
cultural needs of the region. 

Technical· Vocational Education 

Goal: D•:velop ll vocational training 
system responsive to the needs of Eastern 
Valencia County Area. 

Olljec:tl•es: 
I. Offer vocational subjects at loclll branches 

of the Technical Vocational Institute in 
accordance with local needs. 

2. Establish a much broader system of 
11uidance und counseling with direc.:t 
relationship to voc.:ational aptitude~ and 
training. 

.1. Coordinate all training facilities. 

Special Education 

Goat: Provide fur the unique needs of 
'tudents who would bendit from 'pe.:ial 
. ra1ning or education. 

Objectl•es: 
I. Develop programs for the exceptional. the 

gifted. the physic.:ally and emotional!\ 
handic<.pped. the educable retarded and the 
non -educable: make use of grants available for 
'uch purposes. 

Higher Education 

Goal: 1 Althouuh no statement "a' 
prepured. I he ,,,n,'cn'u' was thai higher 
education shouiG h,· tvailahk to all interested 
citizens.) 

Objec:tl•es: 
I. A cadre of te<t<.:hers trained in social 

anthropology. capable of dealing with the 
unique cultural diversification of this region. 

B. Culture and Herltaae 

Goal: To develop and maintain pride in 
our own culture as well as an understandin!l of 
and re.lpect for the customs and cultures ol' 
others: to preserve and maintain our different 
cultures for future generations: and not to 
impose the values of any one culture upon any 
othe~:. 

Objec:tl•es: 
I. To gather and maintain archives of 

photographs ·;Ina doc.:uments relating to local 
culture and history. Publish a history of the 
towns of the Middle Rio Grande Valley. 

2. Publish and disseminate research material 
prepared by the Los Lunas cultural awareness 
study. 

3. Preserve and record the customs and 
traditions of the region. Oape and publish 
interviews of oldet people relating to regional 
history and customs. Record the music of the 
region. particularly festival music and 
Orquesta Tipica. 

4. Inventory and evaluate historic and 
archaeological buildings and sites worthy of 
preservation. 

5. Establish a Southwestern Cultural 
Institute to preserve and promote the arts and 
culture of the Southwest. including music. 
dance, theater. painting and sculpture. 

C. Health 

Goal: A healthful environment. provisions 
for adequate health care and programs of 
health education for all citiLens. 

Objectl•es: 
I. A structural hierarchy of medical facilities 

with systems organized to relate to one 
another. 

2. Well publicized and conveniently located 
clinics for family planning and birth control: 
more liberal abortion laws. 

3. Organized use of par~ -professional 
medical personnel. such as midwives. medical 
technic.:ians and similarly trained technicians: 
support visiting nurse service and a larger 
complement of public.: health nurses. 

4. Environmental health ac.:tivities to control 
vector -borne diseases with assura nc.:es agaiAst 
the use of harmful or potentially harmful 
in,ectic.:ides. 

5., Better publicity as to the availability of 
fre~ innoc.:ulations again'! di,ease. 

6. \1edicaltreatment of alcohol and narc.:otic 
addicts with doctors authoriLed to provide 
treatment to registered addicts 'o as to reduce 
crime caused by them. 

7. Establishment of an Eastern Valencia 
County Health Center '.\ith t.:nh.:rg~ncy-. 
hospital facilities. 

D. Welfere 

Goal: Assure residents of Eastern 
Valencia County Area the opportunity to earn 
an income sufficient to provide the necessities 
of· life. 

Objecti•es: 
I. To train, cure. rehabilitate and provide 

job opportunities 10 the extent that.the welfare 
agencies, as we know them, can be eliminated, 
and their functions performed by ol her existiRg 
agencies and systems. 

2. Remove the stigma and loss of pride 
that comes from being on welfare by 
eliminating segregation of welfare recipients. 

3. Educate the public to the fact& and 
undentanding or welfare by properly defininl 
its purpose and effectively evaluating welfare 
programs. 

4. Communicate with welfare recipients, 
and initiate meetings to disseminate and 
exchange information related to their needs. 

5. Break the welfare cycle through 
rehabilitation and re-education and by 
removing unreasonable restrictions on welfare. 

E. Public Safety 

Goal: Protection of the rights, property 
and privileges of all citizens through fair. 
efficient and expeditious admini:;t ration of all 
procedures, judicial and otherwise. which 
affect the health, safely and welfare of 

·individuals. 

ObjectiYI!!'l: 
I. Better enforcement of traffic laws: and 

traffic safety education. 
2. Improve mass transportation facilities 

to reduce the volume of vehicular traffi'. 
3. Improve training of volunteer fire

fighting personnel. 
4. Provide better protection of irrigation 

and drainage ditch'es in urban areas to reduce 
the danger of drowning. 

5. Enlarge police force and the pay scale 
sufficiently to attract qualified personnel. 

6. Enlarge detachment of state police 
with decreased reliance upon elected police 
officials 

7. Support regional cooperation of police 
agencies in providing better inter-jurisdictional 
communications. maintaining better records, 
providing quicker identification. reacting to 
emergency situation and otherwise assisting 
one another. 

8. Improve detention facilities. 
9. Adopt building. fire, plumbing and 

electrical codes and support effective 
enforcement. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

A. JOb Defelopment 

Goal: An expanding industnal IJa,e to 
pruvtJc job opportunille' for both men and 
"omen in Valencia County. 

Objec:ti•m: 
! . Attract· industries that will cmplo) 

lo<:-tl labor and that will train local workers. 
2. Development qf a Fac.:t Book as a 

'ource nf up-to-date, relevant information on 
resources. "ork forte. potential sites. 
availability of utilitie>. transportation 
facilities. taxation and other applicable data . 

3. Further cooperate with the Technic.:ai
Vocationat Institute for the development of 
vocational training programs in order to 
improve and develop labor skills and JOb 
opportunities. 

4. Preservation of prime agriculture land 
as a source of jobs and related emplo) men I. 

B. Technology 

(While no goal or objectives were qated. 
il "as generally agreed that technolog) "a' 
a"ociated with tiJe Cil) of Albuquerque.) 

C.lndlllfry 

Goal: Help exi>liBjl indu>tric, to gro"' h) 
enlarging or improving market': and 
cn.:ourage ne"' indu>lrie,, includong tho'c 
related lo agriculture, "'h1ch will emplo) 
worker~ from l·.a,t Valen4:ia County Area. 

Objec:tl•es: 
I. Attraction of •mall. divcf\ifitd and 

environmentally compatible manufacl urin~ 
plants. 

2. Expansion of existing ex trac.:tive and 
mining operations emphasizing available 
deposits and the devlopment of new industrie' 
under strict environmental controls. 

3. Furtheo cooperatiun witlt AIDS and 
IFA and increased involvement of Federal. 
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State and local u~tcncic' for the attraction of 
111dustr~ on a rc!lional basis. 

4. Development of :1 llrOCCS>ing industr) 
emphasitinglocal and regional markets. 

5. Development of a cooperatiw or 
"milar program for marketing farm product
an<! by-product> at a central market. 

D. Office Jobs 

(No goal or objective stated but the 
consensus was that office job industries should 
be encouraged to locate in Albuquerque.) 

E. Tourism 

Goal: (While not stated. it was generally 
atzreed that the area needs to support the 
tourist industry.) 

Objectl•e: 
I. Encouratze and develop protzrams for 

cxpundintz recreational and tourist facilities. 
2. Support facilities that attract tourists 

'" archacolo!lical sites within the area. 

POPULATION AND HOUSING 

A. Population 

Goal: Accept the validity of population 
projections which place the future population 

of East Valencia County Area at 2-1/2 times 
the present total by the )ear 2000 and plan 
accordingly. 

Objectins: 
I. Provide for order!) growth. lhrouQh the 

enactment and enforcement of appropriate 
codes: pt eserve land and facilities for thctr 
mo-t ,uitabk agricultural. re>~<kntial. 

recreational. commercial or industrial u"c 
through proper plann1ng control:-

8. Housing 
Goal: P1 ovide \tandard hous;ng for all 

economic and soual classes in accordance 
~>ith their needs. 

Objecti•es: 
I. Develop low-cost housing within the 

ability of low income families t..l afford them 
and within the Regional Housing Authorit) 
Act and other applicable legislation facilities 
that are a'ailahle. 

2. Develop regulations to prov1de th•. 
suitable locating of mobile homcs 1nd 
adequate facilities to serve them. 

3. Remodel, rehabilitate and heautify 
existing older homes in the area through use of 
state and federal programs. 

4. Plan and set aside lands, near existing 
retail commercial developments, to be used 

exclusively for future low rent. multi-familv 
development for the elderly. -

5. Provide multi-famil~ housing for young · 
couples. single individuals and other' -.ho 
prefer arartment living. 

6. Require neighborhood;' with small lots 
of under an acre. or having unsuitable soils, to 
provide adequate sewerage and community 
water systems. 

7. Obtain federal or state aid for 
establishing areas of trees. bushes and other 
ground cover on the east and west mesas, not 
only to beautify. but also to control dust and 
erosion. 

8. Initiate housing code to regulate the 
over-crowding of rental units. and generally to 
require a high quality of living conditions. 

C. Community Facilities 

Goal: Provide community facilities such 
as school 'ites. libraries. neighborhood centtrs. 
police and fire huildings and the like to serve 
the present and future residenb of Valencia 
County Area. 

Objectl•es: 
I. Local government units should plan for 

public facilities and acquire appropriate land_ 
well in advance of the actu·ai needs. 
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WEST VALENCIA COUNTY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

OFFICIALS WEST VALENCIA 
Goals and Objectives Prosram 

Chairman 
Mayor Salvador Milan 

Subcommittee 

A. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT- urban and rural form 
land use 
transportation Chairman- James Barber, Grants 

B. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT- open space 
agriculture 
recreation 
conservation 
pollution COI!!trttl 

t.'halrman - Ralph Card, MUan 

C. SOCIAL CONCERNS AND 
HUMAN NEEDS

Chairman - Rev. George Hammond, 
MOan 

'<!Ciuc!,UOD 
culture and heritage 
health 
welfare 
public safety 

D. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Chairman- G. D. Ramsey Grants 

job development 
industry 
office jobs 
tourism 

E. POPULATION & HOUSING 
Chairman - Garland Taylor, Grants 

population 
housing 

PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT A 

A. Urban and Rural Form 
Goal: A planned growth en
couragin& preservation ef scenic 
and natural features of the County. 
Objectives: 
1. Couideration should be given to 
eventual consolidation of com
mwnities into an urban area of 
Western Valencia. 
2. Establish county-wide planning, 
zoning and subdivision control for 
Western Valencia County area. 
3. Control urban and suburban 
development. 
4. Stronlly endorse the creation of 
a National Park covering a 200 
square mile area. 
5. Beautify and enhance the 
natural waterways, streams, and 
creeks llhrough control of flood 
water. 

B. LaRd Use 
Goal: Insure that all land in 
Western Valencia County area be 
carefully planned toward its 
highest and best use from an en
vironmeatal quality, social and 
economic viewpoint. 

community facilities 

Objectives: 
1. Concentrate commercial ac
tivity in and adjacent to existing 
municipalities that will prevent 
strip commercial land use. 
2. Encourage the continued use of 
land for ranching and farming. 
3. Preserve and develop scenic and 
historic sites for enjoyment and 
use of local residents and visitors. 
4. Encourage 'land use devefop
ment that is compatible with the 
natural assets and region's 
resources. 

C. Transportation 
Goal: A transportation system for 
the safe and efficient movement of 
people and goods in and through 
West Valencia County area. 
Objectives: 
1. Expand road network, because 
growth and development of West 
Valencia is dependent upon a good 
road system; explore ways and 
means to improve the alignment, 
surfacing, and drainage of rural 
roads. , 
2. Support efforts of the Airport 
Commission for enlarging and 
improving airport facilities; 
support feeder air service to serve 
the area. 

3. Encourage development of an 
interurban railroad passenger 
service to serve the area. 
4 Encourage equitable freight 
rates for the State of New Mexico. 
5. Advance acquisition of rights-of
way for anticipated major 
thoroughfares. 
6. Endorse continental divide trail 
.system for non-motorized wheeled 
vehicle, pedestrian, and equestrian 
movement. 

PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT a 

A. Open Space 

Goal: Prese,,e our beautiful 
countryside through the retention 
of open space. 

Objectives: 
1. No approval for additional 
oousmgd~elopmen~soowd~ 
granted by the Valencia County 
Commission without assurance 
that such developments will not 
detract from the nabLI'l'l beauty 
and environmental well-being of 
the West Valencia Cowlty area. 
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B. Agriculture 
Goal: Reverse the decline in 
a1ricuJture in West Valencia 
County area. 
ObjecUv•: 
I. Study the potential uae of runoff 
water from Mount Taylor for 
irrlpUon purpoees. 
2. Increase agricultural production 
to provide a balance between 
agricultural and industrial ac
tivity. 
3. Encourage efficient 
management in the supply and use 
of irrigation water. 

C. Recre»tionr 

Goal: Recognize the en
virc•nmental assets for recreation 
in West Valencia County area and 
develop those assets to support 
local recreational needs. 
Objectives: 
1. Designate Mount Taylor, Zuni 
Mountains and the Malpais areas 
as primary recreation areas. 
2. Construct all-weather road to 
permit the opening of the Mount 
Taylor area to recreational 
developmeat. 
3. Study the feasibility of a loop 
road near Mount Taylor to connect 
to existin1 state and federal high
ways. 
4. Improve the overnight camping 
and recreational facilities along 
the Zuni-Cibola Trail. 
5. Coordinate recreational plan
ning with the Indian Pueblos, 
federal and state agencies, and 
recreation interest groups. 
6. Landscape highway roadsides, 
and remove roadside litter. 
7. Educate the public to prevent 
littering and vandalism in public 
and private recreational facilities. 

D. Resource Cont~ervation 

Goal: Maintain a healthful, 
pleasant and ecologically balanced 
physical environment with com
patible agricultural and industrial 
activities. 
Objectives: 
1. Residential development should 
occur in areas in which it would be 
compatible with soil and geological 
conditions. 
2. Where possible and 
economically feasible, mine and 
mill dump areas should be 
returned to their natural state. 
3. Seek Federal funding to carry 
out approved soil conservation 
work plans to be completed by 
um. 
4. Encourage erosion control 
through existing laws such as those 

implemented by State Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 
5. Strongly advocate the upgrading 
of federal mining laws to inClude 
the preservation of the natural 
environment while permitting 
exploration for and extraction of 
natural mineral resources. 
6. Insure mechanism for protecting 
natural wildlife and waterfowl. 
7. Support educational pt~ograms 
by requiring all primary and 
secondary school systems in 
Valencia County area to develop a 
resource conservation and en
vironmental quality course. 

E. Pollution Control 

Goal: A healthy, pleasant and 
ecologically balanced environment 
for residents of the County. 
Objectives: 
1. Strongly recommend a study of 
the sewage treatment, water and 
refuse situation in West Valencia 
County area ; provide for the 
enlargement and improvement of 
sewage collection and treatment 
facilities to meet the fut.ure needs 
of the County. 
2. Study and enforce area-wide 
solid waste disposal throu~h 
sanitary landfills. 
3. Inaugurare a cooperative effort 
toward weed control through a 
mowing process on private lands, 
public lands, and along hi~.hways. 
Pass and enforce COUI!tty or
dinances designed to prohibit 
littering the countryside. 
4. Set up priorities for surfacing 
streets which currently cause dust 
problems. 
5. Continue and support self
improvement programs related to 
unsightly buildings. 
6. Reroute San Jose Creek, south of 
the railroad, for flood control, 
health, safety and environmental 
purposes. 
7. Minimize grading process along 
roads to reduce dust pollution. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
AND HUMAN NEEDS 

A. Education 

Pre-School, Elementary and 
Secondary 
Goal: Develop, through our 
educational system, a society in 
the Western Valencia County area 
which exemplifies fulfillment of 
social and civic conscience, moral 
and ethical values, and the 
preservation of human values and 
vocational competence. 

Objectives: 
1. A continued support on the part 
of the public regarding the im
portance of quality education "'"'"' 
willingness to pay for it. 
2. Continued improvement of 
public school plant!! and 
educational facilities. 
3. A dual-tracked high school 
system providing both pre-college 
academic training and quality 
vocational education. 
4. Expanded use of bi-lingual· 
teachers and teachers' aides. 
5. Teach Spanish as a con
versational language to non
Spanish-speaking students; for 
students coming from Spanish
speaking homes, it should be the 
language of instruction in pre
school and early school years. 
6. Provide free pre-school and 
kindergarten educational op
portunities to all children. 
7. Foster programs for teachin~ 
local and state history at all 
schools including pre-schools to 
encourage cultural pride and 
awareness. 

Continuing Education 

Goal: Quality education available 
and accessible to all levels, all 
ages, all ethnic groups and all 
economic categories. 
Objectives: 
1. Make available cultural and 
recreational classes on a non
credit basis, to the entire com
munity. 

Technical-Vocational Education 

Goal: Provide for a vocational 
educational system that is flexible 
and responsive to the needs of the 
community. r 
Objectives: 
L Develop vocational high school 
facilities to serve the entirety of 
Western Valencia County area. 
2. Develop Technical Vocational 
School complex to be constructed 
in connection with New Mexico 
State University, Grants Branch. 
3. Provide courses to train such 
persons as mechanics, plumbers, 
electricians, business majors, 
secretaries, electronic data 
processors, and workers in per
sonal services to meet local needs. 

Special Education 

Goal: Provide for the special needs 
of the exceptional, the gifted, the 
physically and emotionally han
dicapped, the educable retarded 
and the nonc.educable. 
Objectives: CWhile no objective 
was stated, the consensus of 
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opinion was that specific ob
jeCtives were difficult to identify.) 

Higher Education 

Goal: Provide for the formal 
continuation of the education 
system beyond the secondary 
school level. 
Objectives: 
1. Expand Western Valencia's 
existing higher education program 
and facilities to meet the needs of 
the community. 

B. Culture and Heritage 

Goal: Develop and maintain pride 
in the vanous regional cultures 
and cusuxna. 
Objectives: 
1. Develop patterns of integration 
without destroying the individual's' 
pride in his own culture. 
2. Develop ~ better understanding 
of the desires of Indian people in 
order to provide for their· 
equcational and cultural needs. 
3. Pre~~erve, record and document 
the customs, traditions, and music 
of the regio11. Tape and publish 
intervi{;M's of older people ~elating 
to regional history and customs. 
4. Expand the historic museum 
depicting the history of uranium 
mining and milling. 
5. Encourage the growth and 
development of cooperativt'1' for 
the promotion of regional arts and 
handicrafts. 
6. Encourage increased citizen 
involvement in civic activities. 

C. liealth 

Goal: A het1lthful environment 
with provisions for adequate health 
·care and programs of health 
education for all citizens. 
Objectives: 
1. Provide community mental 
health facilities. 
2. Provide community mental 
health centers wit~ treatment 
facilities and educational 
programs to deal with drug abuse, 
alcoholism, emotional stress 
<suicide and crisis prevention> and 
other mental health needs. 
3. Establish local health centers 
with emphasis on preventative 
activities. 
4. Well publicized and conveniently 
located clinics for family planning 
and birth control. 
5. Better publicity as to the 
availability of free innoculations 
against disease. 
6. Make ambulance or other 
emergency evacuation service 
available to all citizens of West 
Valencia County area on the basis 

of need rather than , the ability to 
pay. 
7. Emergency treatment services 
available, without charge, to all 
citizens of West Valencia County 
area. 
8. Organized use of para· 
professional meiltcal personnel 
such as midwives, medical 
technicians and similar trained 
technicians, where required. 
Visiting nurse service and a larger 
complement of public health 
nurses. 
9. Encourage the umierwriting of 
an areawide hospital and medical 
insuraoce program sufficient to 
covet the needs of all people in the 
com~unity. 
10. h1tegration of all health ser· 
vices - all services available 
equally to all citizens. 

D. Welfare 

Goal: Assure residents of Westena 
Valencia County area the op
portunity to earn an income sul
ficient to provide the necessities m 
life. 
Objectives: 
1. Care for the aged and provide 
recreational programs for senior 
citizens within the local com
muni~y. Determine the need for 
senior citiien housing. 
2. Remove the stigma and loss of 
pride that comes from being on 
Wt!lf~1re. 
3. Activate rehabiliation or 
habilitation programs for all those 
who are capable of being 
economically independent and 
socially stable. 
4. Establish realistic policies for 
encouraging employment by 
permitting newly employed 
welfare recipients to continue 
receiving welfare payments in 
conjunction with earned income 
until reasonable levels of income 
are achieved. 
5. To provide special services for 
all blind. disabled and elderly 
citizens. 
6. Develop an excellent child-care 
program for the children ui 
mothers who mllst work. 
7. Encourage loving and respon
sible families to Wldertake the 
foster care of orphaned children; 
and educate these families in the 
specific needs of SLich children. 

E. Public Safety 

Goal: Protection of the rights, 
property and privileges of all 
citizens through fair, cl"ficient and 
expendiiious administration of all 
procedures, judicial and other-

wise, which affect the health. 
safety and welfare of individuals. 
Objectives: 
1. Dl•vt•lop public information 
programs to combat accidents in 
thl• home. at work. at school, and 
on the highways. Traffic violators 
should bt• required to see accident 
vietims at hospitals and at ac
cident scenes. 
2. Better enforcement of traffic 
laws; and improve traffic safety 
education. 
:J. Improve training of volunteer 
fire-fighting personnel. 
4. Enlarge police force; increase 
pay scale sufficient to attract 
qualified personnel. 
5. Enlarge detachment of state 
police with decreased reliance 
upon elected police officials. 
6. Regional cooperation of police 
agencies in providing better inter· 
jurisdictional communications, 
maintaining better records, and 
otherwise assisting one another. 
7. Improve detention facilities. 
8. Adoption of buildinl!. fire, 
plumbing and electric81 codes and 
effective enforcement. 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
A. Job Development 

Goal: Develop a stable economy, 
through diversification of business 
activities with emphasis on 
tourism; attract industries that 
will complement rather than 
conflict with the present economic 
base; and provide jobs for all 
people in West Valencia County 
area, regardless of culture or 
ethnic origins. 
Objectives: 
l. Develop secondary industries to 
back-stop the mining economy and 
provide employment for miners' 
wives in electronics, garment 
manufacture, motion pictures and 
other light industries. 
2. Improve airport facilities to 
provide better access to the 
Grants-Milan area for industrial 
aircraft. 
3. Expand local community 
econom1c de •elopment activities 
to attract industry: 

-Invest in local banks 
-Support industrial develop· 

ment corporation and local 
community development 
organization to buy plants, build 
and lease factories, advertise sites. 

-Small Business Development 
Corporations. 
4. Provide tax incentives to en
courage industry and reductions in 
extractive taxes. 
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5. Maximize use of Economic 
Development Administration and 
Concentrated Employment 
Program funding for new en
terprises and job training. 
6. Encourage growth of existing 
industries. 
7. Screen prospective industries for 
optimum success potential. 
8. Encourage new retail stores and 
chain outlets to-improve shopping 
options. 

B. Industry 
Goa I: Encourage industrial 
development based upon local 
resources. 
Objectives: 
1. Acquire machinery for finishing 
marble furniture to promote the 
increased exploitation of local 
marble deposits. 
2. Research the potential for ex
porting products made of local 
woods and malpais. 
3. Attract small, diversified. and 
environmentally compatible 
manufacturing plants. 
4. Expand existing extractive and 
mining operations emphasizing 
available deposits, under strict 
environmental controls. 

C. Office Jobs 

Goal: Encourage office and 
commercial jobs commensurate 
with industrial development. 
Objective: 
1. Encourage hiring of local 
secretaries over importation of 
office w'lrkers. 

D. Tourism 

Goal: Maximize on local scenery 
and recreational potential to 
develop a successful, year-r~und 
tourist industry. 
Objectives: 
I. Develop a recreational-ski area 
at Mount Taylor through a com
munity development organization. 

2. Increase tourism through use of 
ranches and improved access 
roads. 
3. Improve the quality of tourist 
accommodations, particularly 
near lake areas. 
4. Advertise at rest areas tourist 
resources: s.ports , game 
preserves, dude ranches, malpais 
historic site, El Morro, etc. 

POPULATION 
AND HOUSING 

A. Population 
Goal: Increase the population by 
providing improved quality of 
living and adequate living con
ditions commensurate with at
tractive employment opportunities 
in a well-rounded community, 
having suitable services and a 
stable economy. 
Objectives: 
l. Keep young people from 
migrating out of the area by 
providing attraetive jobs. 
2. Provide community and 
recreational facilities along with 
an economic base which would 
retain a desired balance of 
population within age groupings. 

B. Housing 

Goal: Attractive, standard housing 
for all families catering to the 
needs of all income and ethnic 
groups, well-designed neigh
borhoods and vinages to coun
teract the mining camp en
vironment. 
Objectives: 
1. Survey the specific housing 
needs of the Granl'i-Milan area. 
2. Investigate the use of urban 
renewal and other Federal 
Assistance programs in the 
Grants-Milan area. 
3. Construct attractive rental 
housing. 
4. Investigate the possible con
struction of housing for low income 
families, with the Council of 
Governments to act as a vehicle for 
establishing such a program. 
5. Develop a self-help housing 
program to build new low-income 
homes in the under $12,500 housing 
category 
6. Consider pre-fabricated and 
modular homes as an alternative 
to mobile homes in the under 
$12.500 housing category. 
-,. I nvcstigate the use of pre
fahncated \'ac-atwn homPs: en
courage and develop areas for 
summer homes in the mountains. 
8. Consider the possible develop
ment of a retirement village. 
9. Investigate Farmers Home. 
Administration loans for im
proving small communities and for 
financing home improvements. 
10. Support program in Grants
Milan for construction of 100 public 

housing units to be built during the 
next three years. 
11. Support housing programs 
which will improve housing con
ditions at the pueblos and on the 
reserv<~tions. 
C. Community Facilities 
Goal: Provide community 
facilities to serve the present and 
future residents of the area. 
Objectives: 
1. Provide a civic auditorium for 
West Valencia County area in 
conjunction with New Mexico State 
University, Grants Branch . 
2. Explore sources of federal 
assistance for building such public 
facilities as city halls, fire stations 
and sewer systems. 
3. Continue and support flood 
control projects to provide 
adequate drainage facilities; 
acquire rights-of-way in advance 
of need. 

These are some of the people who 
assisted in the preparation of the 
goals. Many other~1 participated by 
their informal suggestions to 
committee members and others 
whose names were not recorded 
attended sub-committee meetings. 

CouncU of Governments 
Staff 

Mr. Jilek Abraham-PiaMing & ZOfti119 
Comm., Grilnts 
Mr. Ward &DIImer - lntereslecl Citizen 
Mr. J11mes &. &arber - Ch. Golols Sub
committee, Newspaper Editor 
Mrs. Helen &echtel 
Mr. John &onomo, Jr. · District Con
serv•tionist, SCS 
Mr. Ralph Card . Goals Co-Chrm. Sub
committee 
Or. M. A. Conneii-Phys. Surg. 
Mr. Eclclie &. Corley · Milan Village 
Council 
Gov. Tom Dailey ·Pueblo Gov.._. 
Ruth Day 
Mr. Robert Gottlieb . Rancher 
Mr. Charles Gunderson 
Rev. George Hamm-. Co-Chrm. Golols 
SubcommiHee 
Mr. John V. ltoracek · Mayor 
Mr. Clyde L. Johnson, Jr 
Mr. Gerald Kie-Treasurer 
Mr. Jim Mann. u.s. Forest Service 
Mr. Elrod c. Leany 
Gov. Robert Lewis ·Pueblo Gonrnor 
Mr. &ruce K. Lynn-Milan Village Council 
Mr. James Mann- U. 5. FwestServlce 
Mr. Juan Martin - President 
Mr. Manuel Mc&rlcle - SUpt. ot Sclleels, 
Gr11nts Sc,_ District 
Mrs. Betty McMains 
Mr. Salvador Milan · Mayor, GNis 
Goneral Chairman 
Mr. Robert L. Morris . Parte 5upt. 
Mr. Geor9e C. Musser · Easterw Navajo 
A_.cy 
Mr. F;orrell C. Partes 
Mr. Lyman Patee 
Mr. Geor9e Platero - Chapter President 
Mr. G. D. Rilmsey · Co-CIIrm. Svb
comminee , Go.ts 
Mr. G_,.. H. Snyder - Golols Sub
committee Co-Chairm•n 
Mr. Garl11nd Taylor- Goals Subcommittee 
Co-Chrm. 
Mn. William Wood11rd. 


