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Gunnison County

Gunnison is a recreational and tourist - oriented community of
4,613 residents, located in western Colorado.



POPULATION

In 1970 the population for Gunnison was 4,613, while Gunnison

County had 7,578. The population of Gunnison has grown steadily

over the past ten years, which is unlike other cities of similar

characteristicso The same is true for the county population0

There are 3,361 households in Gunnison County, Over 98 percent

are Anglo while the remaining two percent are Mexican-American,

Negro and Indian0 Nearly 40 percent of the population have

annual incomes in excess of $7,000; approximately 25 percent of

these have annual incomes over $10,0000

EDUCATION

Gunnison is well-served by seven schools: five elementary, one

junior high and one senior high school„

The pupil-teacher ratio is excellent in all levels with the ratio

being 18 to 1 in the elementary schools, 16 to 1 and 15 to 1 in

the junior and senior high schools respectively,,

Western State College is a five year state college having an

enrollment of 3,1940 It is the state's oldest institution of

higher education west of the Continental Divide* The college

offers a wide variety of curriculum leading to Master's Degrees

plus an Educational Specialist Degree„

LABOR AND WAGES

In 1970, there were 3,261 Gunnison County residents in the total

labor forceo Of this number, 80 percent were from Gunnison, with

the remaining labor force drawn from a 30-mile radius, which
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includes several surrounding rural communities. The largest

employer is the Government employing 830 followed by the

agriculture industry which employs 250,

The three largest manufacturing employers are Building Logs,

Inc, Gunnison Ready-Mix Concrete Company, and AST Company,

There are five labor unions represented in the area, all of equal

prominence in the community,

CONSTRUCTION DATA

The issuance of both residential and commercial building permits

during the last ten years has had uneven growth. This uneven

growth pertains to both the number of permits issued as well as

their valuation,

RETAIL SALES

Retail Sales for Gunnison County have increased steadily almost

every year. Sales have more than doubled since 1960, with a

figure of $25,2 million in 1971, The same is true for the

community of Gunnison,

BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Gunnison has three financial institutions: two banks and one

savings and loan institution. The combined bank deposits totaled

$13,5 million as of 1971, while the savings and loan deposits

totaled over $3.3 million.

TRANSPORTATION

Gunnison is served by its own airport, which is located two miles

west of the city. Frontier Airlines services area passengers
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with four flights per day, Gunnison also has an airline

chartering service with three planes available.

Located on or near Highways 135, 114, 149, 92 and U.S. 50,

Gunnison has access to widely-used motor freight carriers. Three

freight carriers which have warehouse and transfer facilities

with weekday service are located in Gunnison: Rio Grande

Motorway, Ephraim Freightways and Jim CheIf, Inc.

Gunnison also has busline service provided by Continental

Trailways and local taxi service.

UTILITIES

The City of Gunnisonsupplies the community with water and

electrical power while Peoples Natural Gas Company furnishes gas.

The local water treatment plant has an average daily consumption

of 970,000 gallons with the peak consumption having been

1,317,000 gallons. One hundred percent of the community is

served by the city sewer system which includes service to the

industrial area as well.

Other community utilities and services include garbage and trash

collection, landfill dump, and telephone and telegraph services,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Gunnison has a full-time city manager form of government. In

addition to being the county seat, government in the community

consists of Home Rule Charter,

The police department has a staff of eight and the sheriff's office

has five menbers on its force,
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